MEMOIRS 
ay 
Nicholas Gabrini de Rienxi; 


W N O | 
From a low and deſpicable Situation, 
rais'd himſelf to Sovereign Authority in 
Roux, in the Fourteenth Century: 
aſſuming the Title of TRIBUNE, and 
propoſing to reſtore the Ancient Frie | 
Republick. 


Colle ed from Contemporary Authors and the 
beſt HrsToR1ANs during that PERIOD, 


From the French of the Reverend Fathers Bau ox | 
8 and CERCEAu. ä 


To be told, that the Son of an Alehouſeman, (ſo we ſhould 
have called his Father here) and of a Waſherwoman, raiſed 
himſelf to Sovereign Power, muſt appear ſtrange; that he 

did this without any regular Gradation, and almoſt in an 
Inftant, muſt ſeem ſtill ſtranger that he atchieved this 
without any Patron, and almoſt without any Affiſtance, 
has yet more of the marvellous 3 that he did it purely by 
Dint of Parts, and ſupported what was called, and in the 
End became really, Tyranny, rather by Eloquence than 
Force, riſes higher till; but when it is added, that being 
degraded, delivered up to the Power, againſt which he had 
acted, he ſhould by the bare Exertion of the ſame Talents, 
not only eſcape Puniſhment, but induce that Power, to 
deliver him out of Priſon, and replace him in the high Poſt 
from which he ſell, ſeems altogether incredible. The fol- 


lowing Sheets however, undeniably prove all this actually | * 
Happened, and much more; ſo that in Effect, though a true Fa 


Hiſto:y, in point of Wonder, it diſtances even the boldeſt 


Fictions in Romance, | 
From the Preface. 
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N literary, as well as lucrative Com- 
= | merce, whatever we derive from Fo- 
reigners, if of intrinfick Value, is 
really an Addition 10 the Puli ck 
Stock. But there is this great Difference 
between theſe Acquiſitions, 1 in. Nell io 
the. latter, crude Materials are al 
preferable to ManufaBures, bug with r 
pet? to the former, the more. valuable th 
Acquiſition, the higher it is fimiſbed. Fe 
_ this Reaſon. we ofeath and with good Reb - 
fon tr anſtate only ſuch Pieces, as are high- 
b ifremed | in the Language, in which they 
were originally written ; and though ſomg- 
times 1 (9 noted does not anſwer Ex- 
peftatian, t os not ariſe from Ex. 
. ror in ibe Opinion, but TIN Foul | in 
the ae The of N is * 


Jl 
% L * 
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V Te PREFACE. 
ig bei of Works; that owt'their Re- 
putatron."to' t-peculiar. Turn f Sentiment, 
on ſingular Happineſs in Diftion.”- Vbe 
Cauſes: of the Miſeartiape, are cafily a. 
figned; Wit commonly evaporates in the 
Transfufion, and Elegance of Stiie can be 
rarely imitated, -in-another-Language. 
But Facts and good Senſe are more: ſolid 
Advantages, bear Carriage better, and 


will generally ſpeaking, maintain in the 
Tranflation the Credit of the Original. 


The Work bere preſented 10 the Engliſh | 
Reader, bas many favourable, and ſome 
wery unuſual. Circumſtances to recammend - 
it. IN be firſt Place it bas Novelty, for 
though in itſelf a curious, intereſting, and 
entertaining Hiſtory, few of our Authors 
baue ſo much as mentioned it, and nom 
Baue zreated it in the large and eircum- 
| Faitial Manner it deſerutd. To ſpeak a 
told Truth, we art too fond of General Hiſ- 
. tories, which, though abſolutely neceſſary, 

aud bighly uſ-ful, yet enter ſo little inte 
Circumſtances, that they cannot furniſh. the 
Materials for Refleftion and Meditation, 
which render this Sort of Writing a more 
fublime kind of Experience, by which Pe. 
netration is quickened, and Judgment at- 


* 


: aguir'd. * po. ; ; : 
To be told, that the Son of an Alehouſe 
man, (/o we ſhould bave called his Father 
Here) and of a Waſberwoman, raiſed 77 
ä ak 2, 


user 


If to Sovereignty, i In 
2 be did this without am vegalar Era. 
„ dation, and almoſt in an-Iiſtant, muſt ſeem 
Full Rranger; that be atchitved this . 
"out any Patron, und almoſt "without any 
Aﬀiftance, bas yet more of the marvelous", 
that be did is purely h Din of Forts, and | 
ſupported what was called, and in the End 
became really, a Tyranny; _— BJo- 
quence than Force, viſes Bi ; bit 
<vben it is added, that beiy pop and 
* deliver" d up to the Power, ag tinft woch be 
Bad ned, be ond by e Br Exertion 
"of the ſame Talents, not only efcape Pa- 
niſhment, but induce that Power 1 dell. 
ver bim out of Priſon, an! replate bim tn 
the bigh Poſt from wobich h fell; om; ul 
rogit ler incredible: The following Sheets, 
bowever, undenfab ly prove "all i out 
i huppened, an math More! Jo , I. 
effet?, though"a'trut"Hiftory, in pom uf 
Vonder, it diſtances even 1b 22 Fir- 
ee, ern $44 in BY 
tÞ\refpetFto Huthtrieybtoreen, 
wry few Books of Yhis ORE __ 
1 vou, fcurtt any, | 
Boke 2 of bis Life 


proto bs 


Seen bis ee 2 hn 

* — Fo bis — 2 
tr publitk Piftorlans; an Je foo 
theory of Figure und Nen 


_ confutred, und from rhe, the Caſes, Pro- 
£ 27 
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\The PREFACE. 
* greſsand Conſequences of theſe: Revolutions. 
ſet in a true Light. Beſides the Records and 
Manuſcripts is the Vatican hav? been en- 
amined, and many curious and importart 
\Circumſtances diſcovered from. tbem, t6 
 aobich ve may add many Original Papers, 
'ſuch as Letiers from ' Popes and Princes, 
and more eſpecially, of Rienzi himſelf, are 
inſeried ; and cannot fail of giving at dice 
both Credit and Luſtre 4 40 Relation 
+aobich are ſo far from being written .( ads 
hut too common) with any Biaſs.in' Favour 
ef the Roman Tribune; tbat if. able ta auy 
Cenſure, it is tbat of being penned uit 
ſomewhat. of Prejudice, the Reaſonwof 
aobich the penetrating e un. nt 
Ind it difficult L diſcouer. . 
n Point of Elegance, we mane. 
A Arm, that though. a \Poftbumous Work 0 
*Pather Cerceau's, yet fer * the Hauds 
, ſi ęreat a Man as er Brumoy, uit 
came abroad, not only free from Imperfec- 
nun, but even with Improvement..." The 
is eaſy, natural and per ſpicuaus; 
abe Fa are every where ſupported i pro- 
per Evidence; the Narrative is clear and 
a1 ibe ſame Time that it it ur- 
aumſtantia! and exatt;' the Sentiments:are 
ive, Frong and juſt ; and as to be Stile 
3 25 n 4% VA gram, a but . 
ard ire Kd kene, 
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Te PRE FA CE. 
nk from Pad e On 'the:; 1 
irbere can ſearce 5 4 found Memoirs. mare 


ah or more: correttly, written ;, and if 
"there; bad nat 


=  ofber -anll.. weighticr 
' Matives, the tranſlating: it mig hi haus heen 
22 as g Model in this very. ae 


4 d of Compoſition... 41x * 5 * 
+ But in commending others, we ſhould be 
- careful. to 274 we ao jour: own 425 
 formances, and jure we execute 
=. erat ly, if we ſhould. ſay nothing 
of the Uſeſmineſs of: this Hiftory. It ſhows 
., Bote much is in the Pawer ef a private - 
Aan, obo bas great Paris, 'much Induſ- 
ty, and an enthufiaftic Spirit * Ambition. 
"Such a one we ſee, without the Aid of Bitib, 
. Rank, Fortune, Intereſt, or-the Comm 
"of ay. Force, e Rimſel, 5 
1 * popular managing 1 8575 | 
7 10 81 25 of Authority, moſt 
. hard 10 be atiainad, but: wit bal moſt. dard 
0 be ſhaken, Dominion founded an Prin- | 
 efple, and ſeconded by: Action. Rienai's 
| Oratory did more for. him in iir RE, 5 
_ than the Harangaes of the Gracchi, or\the 
: . Eloquence 9; Cieero.. What. be did 
Men may 


„aud this may at ence. de 
ow and Caution. a ee 0 


Tbere is another and cigi Tilt Confite- 
reti, ariſing from this 8 Revo- 
ation, which. iu, that 3 the 7 N Cen- 
Aer * 


| eſpecial, 


i The PREFACE. 
eh ode iſe, Who betavſe bet 
_ Anteſtors were fuch, pique themſelves" dr 
tht glorious Title of a F LEE PEOPLE; 
bbs Vein Nen cheated qur of LIBERTY, 
"which can -only be exfjoys 24 by the Fru al 

and irbe Virtious, by 7 * Artifices o 
ambitious NOBILITY* who deln 
"them bythe unavaili Forms of their OLD | 
CONST ITUTION, keep them in Cbaiss 


oa own. forging, and by propagating 


ener dase And debaſe _— 

| 28 the Inda{gence of be em, ſal Ei- 
* ebntio 465 bey art binderzd 70 4 
beiin bat FREEDOM is departed; ut 
Taft have tbe Net draton over them, 404 
_ = 15 5 late, diſcern that havidg, 10 
7 2 . to dear,” they 

Saver; Slaves 

, Ev Wert Fo 4 8. ought "ta be 
» Ser are therefor me e 
* Inſolent, as du . in Ne 
7 55 new State if LO DS; exeiting ſo 


ng 25 4 Goo k 6, old Spirit 


4 Ms 
35 75 i, "Pro el e b fruit- 
* 1 e 95 9 Se, 8 2 


Abllekkive Force being Broken, they Nuk 
bath. Nobility and People under 355 4 
cruel, and yet ee Tyranny, as 
"That, which n 2 ande 

"Oy "ala 7 ic 
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H E Scenes which paſſed at Rome. 
within the Space of ſeven Years, 
from 1347 to 1354, and which. 
drew the Attention of all na al ; 
formed by their Continuity a Sort of Tragi-Co- 
medy fo ſingular, as was never acted on the 
Theatre of the World; none ever came up to 
it either in Regard to its Cauſes and Courſes, 
its Circumſtances and Plot, or its Succeſs and 
Diſcovery, N bear in general an 2 ; 


* 


„ Nie Conner acy: ef: 
act Reſemblance in Hiſtory ; every where the 
ſame Foundation; every where the ſame Paſ- 
ſions, the ſame Springs, and the ſame Artifices ; 
there is a ſtill more perfect Reſemblance to be 
found in particular Actions: All appear framed 
upon the ſame Model. Boldneſs, Ambition, 
and Malecontent firſt occaſion Enterpriſes; Rage 
and Intereſt bind them; Secrecy and Activity 
conduct them; and Circumſtances joined to 
' Meaſures, well or ill undertaken, generally cauſe 

them to ſucceed or miſcarry. The many Revo- 
lutions occaſioned by them are brought about 
underhand and gradually ; it muſt be a Work of 
Time to undermine the Foundation of lawful 
Authority: At length when an Infinity of Cau- 
ſes, almoſt imperceivable, hath brought this Au- 
thority either to the Brink of Subverſion or to a 
more firm Eſtabliſhment, it is neceſſary that 
every Enterprize of this Nature be carried on 
with a Coherence agreeable to the reſpective 
Parts of the Actors. 4: | | 


The Conſpiracy of Rienzi was widely diffe- 
rent; the Secret was a ſmall Part, the Conduct 
ſtill leſs; the Motion was haſty and ſudden; a 
Chimera inſtantly .became a Reality ; the Suc- 
ceſs was happy for the Rebel, and happy alſo 
during the Time, for the Sovereign. A Con- 
ſpiracy thus extraordinary ſeemed to me deſerving 
of being more known than it had hitherto been, 
and I have often wondered that in leſs than four 
Centuries it ſhould in a Manner be buried in 
Oblivion. The Pleaſure which the reading an 
Event. of ſuch Variety affords, was not my ſole 
Inducement to call to Remembrance the dif- 
ferent Paſſages of thoſe Authors who have wrote 


upon 


of GABRINTI. 8 
upon it; there was an Advantage te be gathered 
from the Moral and the Poliucks. We have 
ſeen Conſpirators of different Geniuſſes attempt- 
ing to make themſelves Maſters of their Party 
and ſucceed; but I know of none who has en- 
gaged in an Undertaking like our preſent Sub- 
ell it muſt be acknowledged, that the Irregu- 
larity of the Means which he made uſe of to ac- 
compliſh his Ends, was alone capable of diſcon- 


certing the moſt refined Policy and conſummate 
Wiſdom, _ | - . 


The Perſonage, whoſe Hiſtory I attempt, 
was not one of thoſe Heroes whoſe Births - are 
accompanied with Predictions; the Obſcurity 
of his Birth hath prevented us from. knowing 
any thing farther relating thereto, than that he 
was born at Rome, of low Extraction, and that his 
Father's Name was Laurence Gabrini; his Mo- 
ther's Magdalen; the former was a mean Vint- 
ner, the latter a Laundreſs, and that they lived 
afterward near the Tiber oppoſite to the St, Tho- 
mas, under the Fews Synagogue. Theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, ſeemingly trifling, are not to be 
omitted. Nicolas Rienzi * or Reno (the Name 
he always went by) formed not his Sentiments 
agreeable to the Meanneſs of his Extraction; 
he became an excellent Scholar; and as he had 
a Spirit elevated as his Ideas, in a very ſhort time 
he obtained the Character of an extraordinary 
Perſon, and merited the Eſteem and Friendſhip 
of the celebrated Petrarch, his Cotemporary. 
7 B 2 * „ 
It is ſaid he was always called Nicolas Laurentis 
er the Son of Laurence. Rienxi is an Abbreviation' 


of Lerenxi. His proper Name was Gabrini, . B. 
Zovius Anno 1347. | 


B 
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4 The Consriracy Sn 
As ſoon as he had learned Grammar and Rhes«' /- 
toric, which improved his natural Eloquence, he 
ſtudied Antiquity with an uncommon Aſfiduity, 
Every thing he read he compared with ſimilar: -.. 
Paſſages, that occurred within his own Obſer-' 
vation, from whence he made Reflections, 7 
which he regulated his whole Conduct. To all 
. this he added a great Knowledge in the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of Nations. He had a vaſt Me- 
mory ; he retained all Cicero, Valerius Maximus, 
Livy, the two Seneca's, and Czſar's Commentaries 
eſpecially, which he read continually, and often 
ted by Application to the Events of his own 
"ime. This Fund of Learning proved the 
Baſis and Foundation of his Riſe. The Deſire 
he had to diſtinguiſh himſelf in the Knowledge 
of monumental Hiftory drew him to another 
Sort of Science, which few Men at that Time 
exerted themſelves in. He paſſed whole Days 
among the Inſcriptions which are to be found at 
| Rome, and acquired ſoon the Reputation of a 
great Antiquary in that Way. But his Views 
were not to be confined: to the empty Name of 
Scholar: Arrived at an Age, when the Ways 
of the World make ſome Part of our Reflection, 
He began to form Ideas of reanimating the Ro- 
mans with a Love of Liberty. Young as he yet 
was, he had an Air of Gravity, which obtained 
him a kind of Veneration, and which gave 
Weight to the moſt minute of his Speeches. 
Whenever he walked amongſt the Ruins of an- 
tient Rome, he affected an Extacy over ſome 

Buſt or Remains of a Statue, and pretendin 
that he perceived not the Croud who were round 
him I bire, ſaid he, are the old Romans? 
= Hf here is all their Grandaur ? Why lived I not 
| ; HA Gili in 


SE Ss hn vg 


FF ENENE -- 
in thoſe good Times? Sometimes he expreſſed him- 
ſelf in Riddles, half Sentences, - and intricate 
Phraſes, and all without. Appearance of Deſign ; 


| he diſcovered not the leaſt Notice he took of 
the Impreſſion which his Speeches made on the 


People who followed him: His advantageous 
Stature, his Countenance, and that Air of a 
Man of Importance, which he well knew how 


to aſſume, deeply imprinted all he ſaid in the 5 


Minds of his Audience. His frequent Repeti- 
tions of the Words Fuftice, Liberty, antient Gran- 
deur, which were continually in his Mouth, made 
him perſuade himſelf as well as the giddy Mob 


| hid Followers, that he ſhould one Day become 


the Reſtorer of the Koman Republic. Not con- 
tent with a Name among the Populace, he had 


| the Addreſs to gain a Familiarity among the 


moſt honourable; and inſinuate himſelf into the 
Favour of thoſe, who were at that Time in the 
Adminiſtration. He had a Brother who happened 
to be aſſaſſinated; Satisfaction was not given for 
his Death, and he reſolved togo to Avignon and ap- 
«de the Pope. Tow NOT upon account of 

e Death of his Brother was mere Pretence; 
his real Motive was to endeavour to gain Con- 
fidence with the Pope, and repreſent to him in 
the moſt pathetic Manner the Situation of Af- 
fairs at Rome ; he ſtrove to procure a Title, that 
might render him more recommendable to the 


Holy Father, and to be appointed Deputy, to 
engage (if poſſible) his Holineſs to re-eftabliſh 


ourt of Rome, and his See at the Capital of 
the World. Theſe Deputations ſeemed fo im- 
portant to the Romans, that they let flip no 
Opportunity of renewing them. Since the 


Year-1342, the beginning of the Pontificate of 


8: Cu. 
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6 _ The Cos PY IRA 
Clement VI. they had ſent a moſt ſolemn Em- 
baſſy to him compoſed of eighteen Deputies, ſix 
of each of the three States, all choſen out of 
the chief Families in Rome. The little Succeſs 
they had in their firſt Requeſts made them fix 
their Eyes on Kienzi, and name him for this 
Deputation, in the ſame Manner they had a few 
Years before named Petrarch, as a Man of Elo- 
quence, and. capable of making the holy-Father 
ſenſible how prejudicial his Abſence was to the 
Intereſt of Rome, as well as his own. But before 
we relate in what Manner he acquitted himſelf, 
it may nc: be improper to give an Account o 
the S.tuation of Rome at tha Time, and of 2 
FORDS Perſons who open the Scenes of this 
iſtory; the inferior we leave to come in their 
proper Courſe. „ 


When Cardinal Peter Roger Limou/in was 
elected Pope by the Name of Clement VI. the 
p9:1:iJcal See had been fixed at Auignon about 
thirty-ſeven Years, by Bertram d' Agouſt or de 
Goth, Archbiſhop of Bourdeaux, afterwards Pope 
Clement V. at the Inſtigation of Philip the Hand- 
fome. This Tranſinigration of the Popes, which 
luæaſted near threeſcore and ten Years, was fatal, 
if not to the Church and Chriſtianity in general, 
at leaſt to Rome, to the Patrimony of St. Peter, 
and to all al, The cruel Factions of the 
Guelſi and Gibelines, not only regained. 2 ; 
to deſtroy each other, but raiſed new Cabals; 
the one in aſpiring by force to Tyranny, e 
other in defending themſelves, threw faly "into 
ſuch Convulſions, as rendered her difficult to be 
known again. Peirarch among his Letters 88 


LE 


of GABRINI 0 


liſhed without a Title) wrote upon this 8 2 
to a Friend the following. "=" 


7% Hitherto we have gone FE the Spark 
I only of Fortune, at this Day we feel her Fury. 
O God | ſend us down again Nero, ſend us 
' © Domitian ; their Perſecution will be more 
open; a ſecret Poiſon conſumes us, yet at- 
| © tacks leſs our Lives than our Courage. We 


— 


© have not the Power either to live a virtuous 


Life, or die a glorious Death. In ſhort, all 
the. Fables you have read relating to ¶ ria, 
Bahlon, the Foreſt of Tartary, are in "fe 


© but a Fable compared to our Hell. Here we 


© ſee another Nim: oth with ſuperb Towers, 


$ another Semiramis, \nexorable fines, all- de- 


vouring Ces ber us, the infamous Paſiphae. and 
* the Minotaurs; in a Word, every Horror 


Imagination can paint. After this 322 


can you believe the City the ſame that 
© have ſeen it? it is at once the moſt wi 
© and moſt miſerable of Cities; the Reſort 2 


Devils, the Sink of Debauchery, and 9 | 


s cording to the Prophet) a Hell "upon Earth.” : 


If this celebrated Author in his attire 
Terms flew too high, he was however right a 
to the Affairs of Rome at that Time ; all. 
ters agree, that that great City was 9 
duced to a moſt e Situation. Juſtice 


was adminiſtred no more with Freedom, on | 


Laws were no more put in Execution; Impu- 
nity rendered the Guilty more hardened, bd 


their Outrages more clamorous. The great Ones, : 


always divided among themſelves, agreed only in 


one 0 that of deceiving the People who fel! 


„ Victims 
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always Victims to their Diſſentions. Com- 
merce languiſhed at home; Foreigners feared 
to go to Rome, leſt on their Arrival the ſhould. 
be hurt either in their Lives or Effects; the 
publick Roads were infeſted by Robbers, and the 
* City itſelf was the Retreat of Thieves; Churches 
and Palaces, deſtroyed by Fire or other Misfor- 
tunes lay, for want of Money, in Ruins. But 
dhe greateſt Proof of the Miſery of Rome will be 
found in our Hiſtory. 


Among the Roman Nobility, who had 3 
the People to Slavery, the two moſt powerful 
Families were thoſe of Colonna and Vin. The 
antient Feuds between them would not ſuffer 
them to live in Tranquility in the City. The 
Colannas were Gibelines, 3 the Ur/ins e : 
Their Animoſities were often ſtifled and ſtirred 
up after the Abſence of the Popes, who had as 
much Difficulty to pacify, as to put an entire 
Stop to them. The Legate Bertram, Areh- 
biſhop of Enbrun, could find no better Expedi- 
ent to bring them to a Truce, than nominatin 
Peter Coloma and Matbew Urſin Governors 
Rome. Some Years after, in the fourth of the 
Pontificate of Clement VI. in which Nienzi was 
deputed for. tt their Flames broke out 


ein. 


Clement VI. appeared to have no great Re- 
d for the Romans; they were not often the 
of his Thoughts. If Mathew Villani is 
credited; * This Pope was very liberal 
2 Gin er Benefices: He kept a Palace 
| e grand Table, a great Number 
« » Þ and Os ag a fine "Horſes, | 
| Hor es. 
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© Horſes, He loved to „ my his Family, and 
© he purchaſed great Eſtates in France for his 
Relations. He filled the Vacancies in the ſa- 
© cred College with thoſe who were rm and 
© ſcarce renee He advanced to the Purple 
© others {till 8 at the Solicitation of his 
Friend the King of France. He regarded nei- 
6 ther Learning nor Virtue ; Ambition was ſuf- 
© ficient, He was himfelf very well learned, 
© but his Behaviour was too free and gay: 
© When he was Archbiſhop he frequently paſ- 
* ſed his Time away in Gallantry among the 
© Ladies, and when he afterwards came to be 
© Pepe he could not conceal his Inclinations. 
The Ladies of Diſtinction entered his Apart- 
© ments as freely as the Prelates; the Counteſs 
© de Turenne particularly knew ſo well how to 
© manage him, that in a great Meaſure ſhe diſ- 
* poſed of his Favours. He ſquandered away 
© the Treaſures of the Church, while the Divi- 
© ftons in Itah gave him no Concern? 


I have quoted this Character merely to ſhew 
the ill Will the Italians bore Clement VI: I have 
found no other Author accuſing him upon Ac- 
count of the Ladies ; they all agree in his Pro- 
fuſeneſs ; his Paſſion for raifing his Family, and 
promoting Minors to the Dignity of Cardinals, 
All. extol his Popularity and Clemency. There 
are no leſs than ſix antient Hiſtories of his Life, 
in which more mention is made of his Virtues 
than his Vices. The Peace of his Subjects 
5 ys the Author of the firſt) was his "principal 
1 tudy, to procure which he endeavoured at 
* nothing more than a good Correſp 

* with ſovereign Princes of Europe, ' as is 
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' * Modeſty added to their Neceſſities ; he bore 


10 The ConsPliRacyY | 
evident by the Number of Legates he ſent to 

* thr reſpective Courts. He interfered not in 
the Wars of his Neighbours, unleſs the 
Rights of the Church compelled him. His 
Prudence in avoiding Broils afforded him the 


more Leiſure to employ himſelf in the Duties 


© of the Pontificate; he was very exact in hold- 
ing Conſiſtories at their appointed Times; 
© his Name ſeemed to have added to his natural 
1. Clemency; ſo humane he never ſought, Re- 


venge on his moſt inveterate Enemies: His 


| ©, Goodneſs extended to all who applied to him; 


it was. very rare he ſent any away without 
anting their Petition : He was Pexcreding 
Pountifel to the Poor, eſpecially thoſe, whoſe 


+ conftantly in his Mind the Beatitude, Bleed 


© are the Merciſul, for they ſhall obtain Mercy. 


To theſe excellent - Qualities - others. add 
Learning, and a Memory ſo prodigious, that: 
whenever he thought fit, he could recollect every 
Author that he had read. This ſingular Talent, 


_ they pretend, was occaſioned by a Wound on 


his Head. | 


8 * to be obſerved, that at the Commence- 
ment of his Pontificate the Romans demanded of 


him three Articles. 1ſt. That he ſhould ac- 


cept for Life, not as Pope Clement VI. but as 
Seigneur Peter Roger, the Offices of Senator, Go- 
verner, &c. of the City of Rome. 2dly, That 
he ſhould come and fix at the Lateran Church, 
the Mother of all Churches, and his proper See, 
Jo long deprived of the Preſence of its Sove- 
xeign Pontiffs. 3dly, That he ſhould con- 


of GABRANE fag: 
ſider how few Perſons could enjoy the Indul- 
gence granted an hundred Years ſince by Beni- 
face VIII. and reduce it therefore to every fif- 
tieth Year. The Pope at two Months End 
anſwered their firſt Demand, that he accepted 
of the Government of Rome, by nominating 
Perſons to govern in his Name, upen Condition 
of their acting no Way prejudicial to his Sove- 
reignty. His Journey to Rome and fixing there, 
he put off under ſeveral ſpecious Pretences; that 
he wiſhed it withal his Heart, but could not at 
that Time undertake it; the Romans took this 
as a flat Denial, and were bitterly chagrined at 
it. Their third Demand he agreed to, and pub- 
liſhed the Bull Unigenttus. dated January 27,1343. 
in which he granted Indulgence to the Faithful 
who viſited the Churches of the holy Apoſtles, 
and St, John the Lateran in the Vear 1350, and 
for the future every fiſtieth Year to all Perpe- 
tuity. The Compariſon which Bomface VIII. 
, made in his Bull with the Jews Jubilee, gave 
15 this Indulgence ever afterwards the Name of 
Jubilee. „ ata 5 


991 


We muſt obſerve further, that it was under 
this Pope, that the Schiſm of Germany on the 
Election of Emperors was proſecuted with 


- Fer; Ardour, and brought at length great Trou- 
: les both in the Empire and the Church, Lewis | 
of Bavaria was elected in 1314 by five Electors, 


and Frederic Duke of Auſtria by the other Iwo. 
The Gibelines were for the former, and the 
 Guelphs for the latter. Pope John XXII. iſſued 
out many Proceſſes againſt is, of Bavaria, 
who on his part penetrated into Rome, depoſed 
the Pontiff, negociated 8 Purpoſe with Be- 


nad 


„%% ᷑ . CR OS & CR 


12 The Cox s PDIRAC 
nedict XII. and continued his Hoſtilities to the 
Time of Clement VI. The Difference between 
him and the Popes, who locked upon the 
Throne of the Empire as vacant ſince Henry of 
Luxembourg, occaſioned many Pretenſions on 
both Sides. Clemeni VI. purſued the Proceſſes 
of John XXII. againſt the Emperor, and pro- 
nounced a definitive Sentence againft him by a 
Bull dated April 13, 1346. He then cauſed 
_ Charles of Luxembourg to be choſen King of the 
Romans by threę Electors, having the ſame Year - 
* ſome Compacts with that Prince at 


3 e without relating 5 of 
Naples and Sicily, agitated /taly to ſuch a ee, 
that the 6 Rome particularly — 
to poſſeſs rather an empty Title than a Power 
of making themſelves obeyed. The Diſcon- 
tent at the Pope's Abſence, and their reiterated 
Denials to quit Avignon, cauſed perhaps a Re- 
miſſneſs Stephen Colonna the Elder, at that 
time Governor of Rome, notwithſtanding 
his Birth, his Credit, and the Intereſt of his nu- 
merous Family, of which he was Chief, winked 
at an infinite Number of Enormities, either 
"through an Inability of furprefling them, or a 
Fear of adding to the Spirits of thoſe, who were 
already too much ircitated. | 


Raymond, Biſhop of Orvieto, Vicar of Clement 
VI. at Rome for ſpiritual - Aﬀairs, carried him- 
ſelf in much the ſame Manner for the ſame Rea- 
ſons. He was a good Prelate, a great Canoniſt, 

ſtrongly attached to the Pope's Intereſt both 


ſpiritual and temporal ; of an Impartiality 1 


* 


nin \t 
Integrity that on ſome Occaſions proved too de- 
3 but of a Genius unfit for Government, 
incapable of Deceit, and liable therefore to be 
deceived by the Artifices of every one, who pre- 
tended the public Good, which he had alone in 


In Regard to Rienzi, he was of a Genius too 
difficult to define; his Character will be much 
better drawn from his Actions, than from any 
Portrait we can find of him. He had a ſingular 

Mixture of Virtues and Vices, of good and bad 
Qualities, of Abilities and Incapacity, which 
ſeemingly contradicting each other, he reconciled 
toa great Degree. He was crafty and weak, bold 
and fearful, haughty and humble. A Shewof 
Wiſdom and Gravity made him at firſt regarded 
as a profound Politician ; but his extravagant 
Flights ſoon made him paſs among Men of Senſe 
for a Madman, capable of the moſt raſh Enter- 
prizes. He had a natural Timidity, which hin- 
dered him from puſhing them on. His Fierce- 
neſs on a ſudden was changed to Baſeneſs, and 
the moſt fortunate Acts of his Policy often de- 
3 to the moſt extravagant Meanneſs. 
e was ambitious enough to conceive a De- 
ſign of a kind of univerſal Monarchy. Eloquent 
by Nature and Art, he made Impreffions on 
the Minds of thoſe he ſpoke to, without diſtin- 
guſhing, or pretending to diſtinguiſh, between 
their Applauſes and Railleries : capable of bring- 
ing about a Revolution, and ſetting up a tyrannic 
Government, but incapable of ſupporting Ty- 
ranny upon a laſting Foundation: In ſhort, ho 
Was one of thoſe Geniuſſes of a ſuperior Degree, 
ets | . lch 
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which Providence at diverſe. Times ſeHds to be 
either a Scourge or Bleſſing to a Nation. 1 


Such was the Man deputed to go to Avignon, 
and repeat the Petitions of the . to Cle- 
ment VI. to return to Rome. At his firſt Audi- 

ence he charmed the Court of Avignon with his 
Eloquence and the Sprightlineſs of his Conver- 
ſation ; encouraged by Succeſs he one Day took 
the Liberty to tell the Pope, that the Grandees 
of Rome were avowed Robbers, public Thieves, 
infamous Adulterers, and illuſtrious Profligates, 
who by their Example .authorized the moſt hor- 
rid Crimes: To them he attributed the Deſo-— 
lation of Rome, of which he drew ſo lively a 
PiQture, that the holy Father was moved and 
8 ee incenſed againſt the Reman No- 
4 ity. TL 1 25 5 5 


Cardinal John Colonna at that Time ſhone at 
the Court of Avignon. He was a Lover of real 
Merit, as he poſſeſſed a large Share himſelf. 
He was the Mecænas of Petrarch, and of every 
Man of Letters. Rienzi apparently began with 
Particulars that diſpleaſed the Cardinal; it is 
certain that that Prelate was ſenſibly nettled at 
his Invectives, which reflected, among the reſt, 
on ſome of his Family: Omitting no Pretence 
to render his Deputation ſuſpected, he cauſed 
him to be diſgraced: This Diſgrace deſtroyed 
every Scheme of Rienzi; he fell into extreme 
Miſery. Vexation and Sickneſs, joined with In- 
digence, brought to an Hoſpital a Man, who af - 
terward made ſo great a Noiſe all over Europe. 
Happy for him his Miſery was of ſhort Duration; 
the ſame Hand that threw him down, raiſed 
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him up again. The Cardinal who but juſt be- 
fore had vowed his Ruin, was all Compaſſion, 
and without foreſeeing the Conſequences of his 
Kindneſs, cauſed him to appear before the Pope 
in Aſſurance of his being a good Man, and a 
great Partizan for Juſtice and Equity. The 
Pope approved of him more than ever, and to 
give him Proofs of his Eſteem and Confidence, 
he made him Apoſtolic Notary, and ſent him back 
loaded with Favours, but without any Anſwer in 
relation to his Holineſs's Return to Rome, which 


A * 
Es 


he had demanded on the Part of the Romans. 


Rienzi was leſs moved with the Favours of Cle- 
ment and Cardinal Colonna, than with the ill 


U ſage he at firſt met with from the latter: Re- 


ſentment had a greater Aſcendancy over him 
than Gratitude. He departed with a firm Reſo- 

lution to be revenged on the Colonnas, which in 
time he knew how to accompliſh, and had the 


Imprudence to let fall -his Threats on his De- 
parture from Avignon, : nth 
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8 $ ſoon as Rienzi returned to Rome, 
he began to execute his Office ol 
_ Apoſtolic Notary with great Affecta- 
| tion of Honour, Juſtice and Probity; 
which, joined to his continued Exclamations 
againſt the Enormities of the Great, gained him 
on the one Hand the Affections of the People, as 
on the other it rendered them odious : By theſe 
Means he obtained a kind of Superiorhys and 
omitted no Opportunity of turning to Advan- 
tage his ſecret Deſigns, ' By his Ability _ 
: | 8 


* 


Popularity he added to his Credit; always rea- 
dy to ſerve, always foremoſt in py bf always 
punctual in the Lamia farin of Juſtice, con- 
Rantly exhorting the Counſellors to Equity, and 
the reſt to Peace, Concord and Reſpect to the _ 
holy See. Thoſe who intermeddled . with the 
Government he ſtiled the Degs of the Capitol. | 


When he imagined that he had ſufficiently _ 
eſtabliſhed the Reputation of being a good Citi 
zen, he made a bold Stroke. One Day at a full 
Council-Board he roſe up ſuddenly; and with a 
kind of Enthuſiaſm ſaid to the Senators, You 
* are bad Citizens: You who ſuck the Blood of 
© the People, relieve them not.” Afterwards 
addrefling himſelf to the Officers and Governors, 
he admoniſhed them to take Care of the Wel- 

fare of the City. His Speech forced a Blow . 
from Andrew le Normand Camerlingue, who was 
of the Family of Colonna. Thomas - Fortiffacca, 

Secretary of the Senate, rebuked him alſo for his 
inconſiderate Zeal and diſplaced him. This ill 
Succeſs not the leaſt diſheartened him. He 
pou more warm in reproving publickly their 

ices, and inveighing againſt the debauched; 

= - but acted in a more prudent Manner. To cut a 

; ſecond Eclat, with a better Proſpe& of Succeſs 

and leſs Riſque, he cauſed a ſymbolical Picture 

| to be drawn, on which he pretended to repre- - 

| | ſent the whole Situation of Affairs in al, which 

| he affixed to the Court- gate of the Senate. 


This Painting exhibited in the Midſt of a 
tempeſtuous Sea a Ship floating without Sails 
or Sailors, and juſt ſwallowed by the Waves. 
On board appeared a Woman in a 1 0 25 
To | 5 abit, 
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Habit, her Hair diſhevelled, her Hands wring- 
ing at her Breaſt, and her Knees in a E. 00d 
Poſtute; over her was wrote, Rome. On the 
right were four Ships wrecked and ſinking, in 
each a Woman upon Deck reprſenting Bahr, 
"Carthage, . Trey, and Feruſalem. One Label ſet 
forth that Injuſtice had ruined- thoſe Cities; and 
another, that Rome was once greater than all, but 


Her Deſolation was now near at Hand. On the 


left were three Rocks, On one was 7taly, in 
the Figure of a Lady, lamenting the Misfortune 
of Rome in having no Place of "Refuge, who had 
Her ſelf been a Refuge and Aſylum to the whole World. 
On another were the four Cardinal Viitues, 
emblematically diſplayed by four Women, in 
Attitudes the moſt expreflive of Grief, which 
they ſeemed to attribute to the dangerous Con- 
dition of Rome; on a Label they thus addreſſed 
her: You have been attended upon by every Virtue, 
and nato, behold, you arg overwhelmed in an Ocean 
of Evil. On the third Rock was repreſented the © 
Chriſtian Religion with this Label : ED 


0 Ged 1 if Rome priſh ! where muſt 1 go? Tl 


Above towards the Right were painted four 
Rows of diverſe Animals with Horns, through 
which they blew upon the Waves, and endea- 
voured chiefly to ſink the principal Ship. In the 
firſt Row were Lions, Wolves, and Bears, with 
this Inſcription : Behold Governors, Senators, and 
' Nobles. In the ſecond, Dogs, Hogs, and She- 
Goats, with this, Evil Counſellors and Flatterer's b 
* Nobility.” In the third Dragons, Foxes, and He- 
Goats, with this, Corrupt "Officers Judges, and 
 MNetaries. In the fourth a Number of Apes, 

. * On- 
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Monkies, and Cats, with this, Murderers, Adul- 

_ terers and Robbers, over the whole was painted 
Heaven, from whence deſcended the ſupreme 
Being with all the Majeſty of the ſovereignJudge 
diſpleaſed; two Swords iſſued from his Mouth, 

and on each 1 were the Apoſtles St. Peter 
and St. Paul endeavouring to appeaſe him. 


This fantaſtical Picture, which drew the At- 
tention of the People, cauſed them to reflect on 
what they ET. went through, and look 
upon Nienzi as a Man capable of taking their 
Intereſts into his Hands, and reſtore their tot- 
tering State. His Stratagem having ſucceeded 
without Danger from the principal Men who 
deſpiſed it; in a little Time after, he had the 
Raſhneſs to make another public Shew of a quite 
EFV „ 


He affixed to the Wall of the Choir of St. 
Fobn the Lateran a_ large braſs Plate, on which 
was engraven the People of Rome yielding the 
ſovereign Authority to Veſpaſian in antique Cha- 
racters, to render it the more. ambiguous ;\ but 
the Matter ſpoke itſelf, Rienzi would by this 
have had it underſtood, that the ſupreme Power 
was entirely lodged in the Hands of the People, 
that their Rulers were no more than Truſtees, 
and that they were to ordain what they thought 
fit. The ſeditious Maxims which Rienzi took 
ſo much Pains to propagate, were extremely 
agreeable to the Citizens; the Nobility allo 
Were diſguſted at the Pope's Reſidence at, A- 
vignon, and eſpecially at the little Efteem Cle- 
ment VI. ſhewed the Romans 25 > 
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: Koni perceivi che Attention of the Peop e. 
which his free Plate had 0 


attracted, and their Defire of Underſtanding the : 


Meaning of the myſtical Characters, raiſed in the 
ſame Place an Alcove and Amphitheatre hand- 
ſomely adorned. Having ſet a 5 

lanation, he gave a general Invitation to the 


obility. Stephen Colonna and Fohn his Son ap- 


88 at the Head of a numerous Company of 


iſtinction. It was thought that the Ceremony 


would have been very ſolemn, but in its Ap- 
pearance it proved a very ſingular Farce. Ri 
enzi on his Stage was in Fact a Comedy King; 
he was dreſſed in a Gown, with a Hood of white 
Cloth, and a Hat of the ſame Colour, ſpangled 
with golden Crowns, one of which more re- 
ſplendent than the reſt, was ſeparated by the, 
Point of a filver Sword: His whimſical Garb 
made it difficult for him that Day to expound. ; 
the Extra cy. of his enigmatical Dreſs, and 
the Boldneſs of the Orator ſurprized all. He 


demanded Silence. He expatiated with great, 


Energy on the Grandeur of the Empire, and the, 


Liberty of Rome, comparing its antient Splendour, 


with its preſent Decline. He repreſented Rome 
as overwhelmed, and blind to ſuch a Degree, as 
to be unable to ſee the Source of her Evils., 
© Becauſe, ſaid he, ſhe hath plucked out both, 
© her Eyes, to know the Pope and the Emperor.” 
He alluded to the Abſence of Clement VI ; the. 
Troubles occafioned by the Emperor Lewis of, 
Bavaria, not acknowledged by the Popes, and. 
to the Miſeries which were the Conſequences, 


thereof, * Behold, (added he, turning imſelf 


toward the Plate of Braſs) * behold the Guy 
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<. of the Senate at the Time the Emperors held + 
© their Authority of the Romans. Afterwards 
making a Sign io a Man prepared on Purpoſe, 
he made him read a Sheet of Paper, which con- 
tained a plain Explication of the unknown Cha- 
rafters; they were the Articles agreed upon be- 
tween the Senate and Veſpaſian. 1. The Pow- 
er of enacting Laws and making Alliances. - 
2. The Liberty of adding to or diminiſhing 
from the Garden of Rome, (meaning Italy.) 3. 
The Right to make Counts, Dukes and Kings, 
and to depoſe them; to build or depopulate 
Cities; to turn the Courſe of Rivers; and to 
levy or take off T axes as ſhould be judged moſt 
neceſſary. 5 EA 


Such, my Lords, (continued Rienzi) was 
6 1 antient Majeſty, to beſtow Sovereignty on 
© Emperors, on the Tiberius's and Veſpaſtans, and 
© ſuch the Power you have now loſt.” Then 
advancing nearer to the People, that they might 
underftand him: Romans (ſaid he with an ele- 
vated Voice) © your Diviſions are the ſole Cauſe 
© of your 1 they engroſs all 
your Thoughts, all your Care. Your Eſtates 
© are neglected, your Lands are untilled. The 
Jubilee is approaching, and you have no Pro- 
© viſions. Good God! what will Foreigners, 
© flocking from all Parts of the Univerſe to 
* Rome to obtain Indulgence, think? What will 
they ſay to find your City thus unprovided? 
Expect no Succours from the Eccleſiaſticks; 
© they will leave the City when they find a 
© Scarcity, and take with them to other Places, 
© Numbers they find within your Walls.” He 
concluded with conjuring them to put an End. 
| DMD in 
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inftantly to their Diſcord, and eſtabliſh Peace, ſo 
deſirable at preſent for the public Got. 


This Harangue, far ſrom prejudicing, gained 
the Speaker: great Applauſe. He ſhewed him- 
ſelf boldly at hs Palaces of the Great, where he 
was ol received. John Colonna and other 
Grandees of Rome made an Entertainment to di- 
vert their reſpective Companies. He ſpoke as a 
Man inſpired, and in an enthuſiaſtic Manner 
plainly foretold his ſuture Grandeur, his reſtor- 
ing a good Eſtabliſhment at Rome, and the 
Gh of his Adminiftration. * If I am King 
5 or Emperor (added he) I ſhall proceed again 
£ all the Grandees, who now hear me. Fl ſhall 
hang this, and behead that.“ He ſpared not 

one, and declared all in their Preſence. - They 
looked upon him as a Buffoon, and laughed at 
his Prediction; by his Buffoonery however he 
afterwards deceived the moſt ſenſible Men of 
Rome. | Pleaſed with his. Succeſs among the 
Great, who diverted themſelves with his Flights, 
he acted his Part ſo well before the People, who 
really eſteemed him, that nothing was talked of 
among them but the Roman Grandeur, the good 
Eſtabliſhment, and Nicholas Gabrini its Reſtorer. 
As the chimerical Sights of Rienzi amuſed the 

Populace, and the Nobility, far from taking Um- 
| brage, diverted themſelves with them; that 
their Spirits might not ſink, he had recourſe a- 
gain to his Emblems. | | 


se ſet up a new Picture againſt the Wall of 
the Caſtle of St. Angelo, over againſt the Market- 


Place. On one Side was a dreadful Furnace 
vomiting Flames almoſt to the Clouds; and near 


it 


—_— 
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it a vaſt Multitude of People and Kings, who 


appeared dying or half dead; among them was 


an elderly Lady more than half conſumed; 
not above one-third of her Body remained en- 


tire. On che other Side was a Church, from 


whence came an Angel dreſſed in white with a 
ſcarlet Hood; in his right Hand he held a naked 


Sword, and offered his Left to the Lady, to 


help her out of the Flames. Over the Steeple 
St. Peter and St. Paul appeared deſcending from 
Heaven, and crying out, Angel, Angel, aſſiſt 
© her, Who received us in her Tabernacles.“ 
In the mean time a Number of Falcons fell from 
on high into the Flames: A Dove higher 
mounted, held in her Beak a Crown of Myrtle, 
which ſhe preſented to a little Bird that in a Mo- 
ment receiving it, purſued the Falcons, and 


few to crown the Matron. Over the whole 


was this prophetic Inſcription. © The Time 
of Juſtice is approaching ; wait the happy 


Moment. | 


Among the _ who took theſe public. 
Sights into Confideration, ſome eſteemed 
them idle Fancies and ridiculed them ; others 
would have them to be Realities and Sym- 
bols of reſtoring Rome to her priſtine Glory; 


Others again pretended to find out in all of 
them a profound Meaning, and affirmed them to 


be true Oracles. Time ſpeedily explained the 


Chimeras of ſuch a Madman as Rimwzi, who 


painted the Nobility under the Figure of Fal- 


cons, the Holy Ghoſt under that of a Dove, 


and his own Perſon under that of a little Bird, 


The 


„ 


The laſt Piece of this Kind that Rienzi ex- 
hibited was a Label, which he ſtuck up in the 
Porch of St. George with theſe Words wrote up- 
on it. In a [ſhort Time the Romans ſhall be 

© reſtored to their ancient good Eſtabliſhment.” 
This Prophecy was promulgated the firſt Day 
of Lent 1347, and (which renders it really ama- 
Zing) was in a very ſhort Time fu filled; as if 
Heaven itſelf was pleaſed to favour the Extrava- 

gancies of Rienzi, in raiſing himſelf at once from 

the moſt abje& Condition to a Sovereign Dig- 

nity; or to let Mankind ſee, that whenever the 
ſupreme Being thinks fit he can confound. hu- 
man Policy, and advance at his Will the moſt 
Debaſed to the Degree of Potentates. 


The Time appointed for this ſurprizing Re- 
volution was now at hand. The Minds of the _ 
People were infatuated, and many of the Nobi- 
lity began to come into the Views of Riemi; 
their Deriſion was changed into Eſteem. The 
Senate in no wiſe roiſtruſted a Man, whom they 
judged to have neither Ability nor Intereſt ; by 
the Means of this Reputation among tliem R- 
enxi nah and rue his Plot under the 

very Eyes of the Government without meetin 

any Obſtruction. - +, 175 . 
| Secured by this Liberty ventured. to open 

his Mind, but with great Precaution, to many of 
| thoſe he judged the moſt diſcreet; ta the Gen- 
try, to the Merchants, and to Men of every Can- 


At firſt he took them one after another to work 5 
upon them ; afterwards, 2 he thought them 


— 


dition, when he-beticved to be e 


firmly 
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firmly attached to his Intereſt, he reſolved to 
aſſemble them together. He directed them to 


a ſecret Place upon Mount Aventine towards the 


latter End of April, at the Time the Governor 


Stephen Colonna was gone to the Caſtle of Corneto 


to take Care of the Grain. The Conſpirators 


took the Advantage of his Abſence to meet in 


Secret. In this Aſſembly, which was the only 


one kept ſecret, all the reſt were under the 


Eyes of the whole City, they conſulted Ways 
and Means to bring about the Good Eftabliſh- 


ment. Rienzi gave the Seditious no time to 


reflect upon what they came about. Elevating 
himſelf the better to harangue them, he ſet 

forth with great Energy the Miſery, the Slavery, 
and the almoſt ruined State of Rome; he made a 


Contraſt between them and its former Grandeur, 


Liberty, and Happineſs, He repreſented in 
the blackeſt Colours the Incapacities of their 


Governors, the Diſſentions among the Gran- 


dees, inteſtine Cabals, Knots of Men running 
to and fro, Women carried by Force from their 


Husbands Beds; Nunneries turned into Bro- 
thels ; Prieſts abandoning themſelves to all 


Manner of Debauchery : No Shadow of Juſ- 
_ tice, no Authority revered ; every thing to fear, 
nothing to hope from their Senators, who leaving 
Rame indulge Repoſe, and live upon the Fat of 


the Land: Even the Governor himſelf enjoying | 


at his Country Seat Tranquility at a Time 


um- 
ders were periſhing in the City. 8 


* In drawing theſe Pictures he animated his Elo- 
gqauence, ſometimes by Life and Energy, ſome- 
ih times by Sighs, Groans and Tears, and ſome- 


times by Exclamations of Indignation. You, 
TR. | | | © brave 
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c brave Romans (continued he) you are required 
6 to re-eſtabliſh Juſtice and Peace.“ He per- 
ceived that notwithſtanding the Emotion he had 
cauſed in the Aſſembly, they looked upon them- 
ſelves as unfortunate, and fetched deep Sighs at 
ſeeing themſelyes in no Condition of executing 
ſo great Projects. Whither muſt they go, with- 
out Arms, without Money, without a Place of 
Refuge? This Reflection deſtroyed their Ar- 
dour, and the whole appeared to them no more 
than a Dream, +. : ies 


Rienzi reſumed his Speech, and. aſſured them 
that he had in his Power Means both efficacious 
and lawful. As a neceſſary Foundation for the 
Enterprize, he gave them an Inſight into the 
Immenſe Revenues of the apoſtolic Chamber, 
hich he was as well acquainted with as the 
Pope's Vicar, and which he flattered himſelf. . 
o render ſtill more extenſive than in theſe trou- 
dleſome Times. Having again by this Detail 
aſt a Miſt before the Eyes of the Company, he 
ade a Calculation, and demonſtrated that the 
Pope could at the Rate of four. Pence raiſe a 
undred thouſand Florins by Firing, as much by 
dalt, and as much more by the Cuſtoms and: - 
dther Duties. As for the reſt, (ſaid he) I. 

would not have e imagine, that it is with-_ _ 
out the Pope's Conſent I lay Hands on the 
Revenues. Alas! how many others in this 
City plunder the Effects of the Church con- 
trary to his Will? - 


By this artful Lye he would have averted the 

dea of an open Tyranny, and make to himſelf 

Merit like that of St. Peter, of being the De- 
| C 2 fen or 
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fender of their Rights and Reſtorer of their Li- 
berties. As to his Auditors, they were ſo exaſpe- 
rated againſt Clement VI. having been long flatter- 


ed with the vain Hopes of his coming to Rome, 


and obliged to ſee ſuch vaſt Sums ſent into 
France, that they declared they would make 
no -Scruple in detaining them for whatever Ends 


might be moſt convenient. 5 


This Reſolve, of which they took no Con- 
ſideration, raiſed their Courage to ſuch a Pitch, 
that all declared themſelves devoted to the Will 
of their Chief. To ſecure them from any Re- 
volt, he tendered them a Paper, ſuperſcribed, an 
Oath to procure the good Eſtabliſhment, and 
made them ſubſcribe: and ſwear to it before he 
diſmiſſed them. In this tumultuous and ill- con- 
certed Manner commenced a Conſpiracy, in Ap- 
pearance ſo little to be feared, that Men of 
Senſe eſteemed it beneath their Notice; and fo 


wonderful in its Succeſs, that it became the 


chief Subject of Diſcourſe throughout Eu- 


rope. | 


The Execution was as odd as the Project 
and Meaſures had been. Rienzi judged it ne- 
ceſlary to En the Pope's Vicar, and bring him 
into his Confidence. Hiſtory is ſilent in Re- 


gard to the Means he made uſe of to effect it: 


ut by the following it appears that he attempt- 
ed . ſucceeded. Raymond, the Pope's Vicar, 


vas a moſt proper Perſon to fall into the Snares 
of a Man even of leſs Craft than Rienzr. It is 


. probable Rienzi diſcovered no more of the Con- 


* 


ſpiracy than was neceſſary to bring him into his 
Deſigns; and talked to him only of the * 
„ 3 : le 
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ne Welfare of Rome, particularly that of the 


apoſtolic Chamber. As much in the dark as 
we are in relation to this Affair, it appears that 
the Biſhop of Orvieto either deſpiſed his Under- 
taking, or rather underhand ſeconded it. Rienza 
effected an Exploit, which without his Know- 
ledge or Conſent was actually impoſhble, On 
the 18th of May, a few Days after the ſecret 
Meeting, he cauſed it to be proclaimed through 
the Streets of Rome by Sound of Frumpet, that 
every Man on the 19th at Night, ſhould at the 
Sound of the Bell be at the Church of the Caſtle 
of St. Angelo, in order to procure a goed E 
ta hliſbment. . 5 


The ſame Night he ordered thirty Maſſes to be 
ſaid, at which he aſſiſted in Perſon till near nine 
o Clock next Morning. The 2oth of May, 
(being Whitſunday) he fixed upon to ſanity 
in ſome Sort his Enterprise, and pretended that 
all he had aCted was by particular Falpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt. About nine he came out of the 
Church bareheaded, accompanied by the Pope's 
Vicar (a Mark of Deceit voluntary or forced) 
and ſurrounded by an hundred armed Men. 
A vaſt Croud followed him with Shouts and Ac- 
clamations. Rienzi ſet his March in all poſſible 
Order, The Gentlemen Conſpirators carried 
three Standards before him, Nicholas Guallato, 
ſurnamed the good Speaker, carried the firſt, which 
was red, and much finer than the others; 
upon it in Gold was the Figure of a Woman 
axe upon two Lions, holding in one Hand 
the Globe of the World, and in the other a 
Branch of Palm repreſenting Rome. The fe- 
cond white, with St. Paul holding in his right 

C 3 | Hand 
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Hand a naked Sword, and in his left the Crown 
of Juſtice, was carried by. Stephen Magnaccuſia, 
Apoſtolic Notary. On the third was St. Peter 
holding the Keys of Concord and Peace. All 
theſe inſinuated the Deſign of Rienzi to re-eſta- 
bliſh Liberty, Juſtice and Peace. a 


Amidſt this ſingular Pomp and loud Accla- 
mations, Rienzi drawing the People after him 
marched directly to the Capitol, not without 
ſome Return of Dread, for he was naturally 
fearful upon Reflection: But encouraged by the 
Multitude, he entered the Palace, mounted the 
Roſtrum, and harangued the People with more 
Energy and Boldneſs than ever. „„ 


Having according to Cuſtom expatiated on 
the Miſeries the Romans were reduced to, he 
heſitated not to tell them, that the happy Hour 
of their Deliverance was at length come, and that 
he was come to be their Deliverer, regardleſs 
of the Dangers he was expoſed to for the Ser- 
vice of the Holy Father and the People's Safety. 


. When he had finiſhed, he ordered the Son of 


Cecco Mancino to read the Laws which he had 
drawn up (as he ſaid) to attain to the good Efa- 
bliſbment they all aimed at; aſſured, that the Ro- 
man would reſolve to obſerve. theſe Laws, he 
engagedin a ſhort Time to re-eſtabliſh them in 
en Grandeur. e 


T he 1 of the Good Eflabliſhment were, 


I. That Murderers without . Exception ſhall 
ſuffer Death, | "25 is 


1 
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'n T hat all Proceſſes ſhall be PE and re- 
main void for the Space of fifteen Days. "IN 


MI. That no Family 8 Rome ſhall 3 b 


to their own Uſe what they think fit; but that 
the Revenues ſhall appertain to the Public, 


IV. That! in every Quarter of Rome ſhall be 
maintained at the public Expence, one hun- 
dred Foot Soldiers and deny five Troopers. 


V. That the Apoſtolic. Chamber mall pro- 
vide for Widows and Orphans. N 


Vl. That in all the Ports dependant upon 
Rome ſhall be maintained a Veſſel for the Secu- 
rity of Commerce. | 


VII. That the Monies . from the 
Chimney-Tax, Exciſes, Cuſtoms, &c. (if oc- 


caſion requires) ſhall mY the Expences of the 
good Eflabl ment. 


VI. That no 8 beſide the Chief 
of the ri ny have Poſſeſſion of the Caſtles, 


Bridges, Ports and Forts 8 to the Go- 
vernment, 


IX. That no Nee ſhall appropriate to 
himſelf any Fortreſs whatever. 


X. That the 8 ſhall take care of the 
Roads, and prevent Highwaymen and Foot-pads 
ſheltering themſelves near them, under Penalty 
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of paying for Omiſſion one thouſand Marks 
Sterling. | — 


XI. That poor Convents ſhall be relieved at 
the Expence of the Public. e 


© XIE. That at all Parts of Ram ſhall be erected 
Granaries for the Proviſion of Corn againſt any 
Exigency that may happen. a 


XIII. That if any Roman ſhall be flain in 
the Service of his Country, his Heirs, if a 
# Foot- Soldier, ſhall have a Gratuity of one 

Hundred Livres; if a Frooper one hundred 

Florins. | V 


XIV. That the Towns N other places 
within the Diſtrict of Rome, ſhall be garriſoned 
with Soldiers drawn from thoſe of Rome, = 


XV. That every one who accuſes another, 
and cannot make good his. Accuſation, ſhall be 
puniſhed aceorling to the Will of the Accuſed ; 

if capable with a pecuniary, if not, a corporal 
Puniſhment. 1 = 


5 Such were the principal Laws which Rienxi 
k propoſed to the Romans as the Baſis of the good 
| _ Eflabliſhment. They could not fail of proving 
agreeable to a People, who found in them a dou- 
ble Advantage ; on the one Hand a Promiſe of 
Plenty and Security ; on the other the Depreſ- 
ſion of the Nobility ; Charms at this Juncture 
the moſt alluring, when Reſentment took in 
Conjunction ſecret Jealouſy, and an Antipathy 
natural againſt a Rank ſuperior, and ey 
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by Reaſon of its Superiority. - Beſides: theſe Ad- 


vantages, no burdenſome Taxes, no Impoſts: 
all was drawn from the Pope's Treaſury ; and 
according to the Plan prapoſed, they farther be- x 
lieved, that they rendered Service both to the 


Church and the holy Father; ſo well did Intereſt 
and Conſcience agree. Enraptured with the 
pleaſing Ideas of a Liberty they at preſent were 
Strangers to, and the Hope of Gain, they came 
moſt zealouſly into all the Fanaticiſm of Rienzi. 
They, treated him in the ſame Manner the Se- 
nate ad formerly treated Yeſpafian ; they reſum'd 
the pretended Authority of the Romans; they 
declared him Sovereign of Rome, and granted 
him the Power of Life and Death, of Rewards 


and Puniſhments, of enacting and repealing the 
Laws, of treating with foreign Powers; in a 


Word, they gave him the full and ſupreme Au- 
thority over all the extenſive Territories of the 
Romans. Rienzi, arrived at the Summit of his 
Wiſhes, kept at a great Diſtance his Artifice; 
he 1 to be very unwilling to accept of 
their Offers, but upon two Conditions; the 
firſt that they ſhould nominate the Pope's Vicar 


his Co- partner; the ſecond, that the Popes 


Conſent ſhould be F him, which (he told 
himſelf he ſhould obtain. 


Theſe Pretences were maſterly Strokes of his 


them) he flattere 


Policy; foron the one Hand he hazarded nothing 


in thus making his Court to the Holy Father; 


and on the other he well knew that the Biſhop 
of Orvieto would carry a Title only and no Au- 
thority, The People granted his Requeſt, but 


paid all their Honours to him; he poſſeſſed the. . 


Authority without Reſtriction; the good Biſhop 


appeared a mere Shadow and Veil to his En- 
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terprizes: Rienzi was ſeated in his triumphal 
Chariot, like an Idol, to triumph with the great- 
er Splendor. He diſmiſſed the People replete 
with Joy and Hope : He ſeized upon the Palace, 
where he continued after he had'turned out the 
Senate, and the ſame Day began to dictate his 


Laws jn the Capitol. 


In the mean time Stephen Colomma, who was 
at Corneto, a Caſtle not far diſtant, was greatly 
ſarprized to hear of the Tranſactions at Rome, 
and to find himſelf diſpoſſeſſed of his Govern- 
ment by a Man, he- had hitherto looked upon as 
a Madman. The Affair at firſt ſeemed to have 
too little Credit to make him imagine the Miſ- 
chief of ſo great Conſequence, nevertheleſs he 
judged it of too much Importance to be neglected. 


He took - Horſe and arrived at Rome with a 
ſmall Retinue, perſuaded that this Enterprize 
was no more than a Sally of the Adventurer, 
which he could eaſily quell, and that his Pre- 
ſence alone would make the People return to 
their Duty. The Tranquillity in which he 


fcqund the City confirmed him in his Opinion, 


ſo that he contented himſelf with reprimanding 
them as he paſſed along for their Diſaffection. 
He retired afterwards to his own Houſe to inform 
himſelf more fully of the real State of Affairs, 
and ſet them again in order at his Leiſure, But 
Rienzi gave him no Time: He ated with a 
Diſcretion rarely attendant upon Perſons of his 
Character, and thereby ſecured to himſelf the 
Government of Rome. The next Morning he 
ſent Notice in Writing to the Governor to de- 
part the City immediately. Stephen Colonna s 


adding, that if the Madman put him in a Paſſion, 


dow of the Capitol. But he ſoon perceived he 
was not in the Condition he var aan : As he 
had given the Conſpirators and People Time 
to ſtrengthen themſelves, his Threatning was 
of no Effect. Rienxi now attended upon at the 


pitol: The People came armed from all Parts 


and univerſal, that Colonna finding them on the 
Point of Storming his Houſe, with much Diffi- 
culty got on Horſeback and eſcaped, followed by 
one Servant only. He made no ſtop till he 
came without the Walls, and having in a 
Hurry eat one Mouthful he rode in all Haſte 


and. Nephew, who were no leſs concerned than 


Events depend upon one critical Moment, which 
if let lip can never be recovered. | 


Plot miſcarry as ſoon as diſcovered, if Colonna 


thoughthimſelf obliged to pufh this firſt Succeſs, 
and turn to Advantage this deciſive Moment 
which his good Fortune preſented to him. A- 


of the Governor had thrown the Nobility, he 
iſſued that very Hour, 83 for all e 


W 
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raged at this bold Proceeding, and ſcarcely be- 
lieving his own Eyes, tore in Pieces the Order; 


he would inſtantly throw him out of the Win- 


firſt Summons, ſounded the Alarm at the Ca- 
of the City, and the Inſurrection was ſo quick | 


imaginable. to Paleſtrina, there to join his Son 
he at the wonderful Revolution, which his 
Flight and Diſorder convinced them was too 


true. At this Caſtle, (where he fortified him- 
ſelf) he reflected but too late, that the greateſt 


Rienzi, who knew he muſt be loſt, and his 2) 
had Preſence of Mind or the leaſt Security, 


midſt the Conſternation into which the Retreat 


lity © 
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lity to depart the City and. retire to their Eſtates. 
All of them obeyed without making him repeat 
it, and departed immediately, The next Day 
he made himſelf Maſter of all the Avenues of 
the City, and placed Guards on the Bridges. 
The following Days he eſtabliſned Officers to 
execute Juſtice in his Name; to commit to Pri- 
ſon the greateſt Criminals, to take up others who 
were known Delinquents, and to hang ſome and 
behead others. All Criminals who fell into 
his Hands were treated with the utmoſt Rigour. 
'T his Severity, which he judged neceſſary at the 
beginning, eſpecially after the Tyranny of the 
Nobility and a long Impunity, brought upon 
him: a thouſand Ble „ and gained him the 
Hearts of the whole People to ſuch a Degree, 
that within a few Days he found himſelf more 
Maſter of Rome by the Eſteem and Veneration 
which they ſhewed for his Perſon, than by. all 


the ſecret or open Meaſures and Precautions 
Which he had taken to ſecure his Power. 
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F TER a Revolution ſo ſudden and 
fortunate, it appeared abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for Nienzi to ſeal the Sueceſs 
of his Enterprize with the Pope's: 
uthority : He well knew that in acquainting 
the Conſpirators with his being in ſome Sort ac- 
knowledged by the Pope, and in affirming to 
the People that he would not upon any Condi- 
tion but that of the Holy Father's Confirmation 
have accepted of the Charge, he ſhould reap an 
infinite Advantage. This double Decoy e 


to 
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to his Party a number of honeſt Men, whom 
it was dangerous to undeceive; and gave his 
Uſurpation an Air of lawful Authority, which he 
Judged requiſite to preſerve. One favourable 
Word from Clement VI. or the leaſt Sign of his 
| ps © ger was ſufficient to juſtify an Action 
hich without it could be efteemed no leſs than 

an open Rebellion. Notwithſtanding the vi- 
fible Contradiction between his Proceeding and 
his pretended Zeal for the Service of the Church, 
he had however at all Times affiduouſly ſtudied 
to reconcile them, and affected to do eve 

ching for the eccleſiaſtical State, while in Fact 
his own Intereſt was the ſole Object of his 
Thoughts: By theſe Means he not only ex- 
tenuated his Uſurpation, but obtained farther 
the Approbation of the very Perſon, who ought 
to have been the moſt offended at it. 9 5 


He was not the leaſt deceived in his Hopes. 
The Deputies charged with his Diſpatches and 
thoſe of the Pope's Vicar, whom he had prevailed 
upon to write in his Favour, were ſo much the 
better received at Avignon, as a Submiſſion ſo 

eat could not have been well expected on his 

art. The News of this Revolution at Rome 
was ſoon diſperſed over Europe, and lookeq upon 
rather as a Sedition that would conſume” away 
like a tranſient Fire, than one of thoſe grand 
Combuſtions, which change the Face ef Affairs 
in a State, and which are in reality Eras, the. 
moſt remarkable in Hiſtory. The Court of 
Avignon, had taken the Alarm and was conſult- 
ing Means to redreſs itſelf when the Deputies. 
from Rienxi arrived. MO 5 
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The Pope was at that Time ſenſible that he 
alone had occaſioned the Deputation of the 
Romans to beſeech him to leave Avignon, and 
that his- Refuſal had partly been the Cauſe of 
the Confuſion : That the Reſentment of the ha- 
lians had made them favour Lewis of Bavaria 
in his Attempts againſt the Holy See by their Ne- 
gle, notwithſtanding the repeated Aſſurances 
they had made of defending him againſt the Em- 
peror even to the laſt Drop of their Blood. In 
all Appearance this Revolution at Rome was 
the Fruit of a Diſcontent of forty-two Years - 
Continuance, reckoning from the Exaltation of 
Clement V. firſt Pope of Avignon, on the 5th of 
June 1305 to the Elevation of Rienzi on the 
20th of May 1347; in which it is remarkable, 
that the former of theſe critical Days for the 
Romans was Whitſun-Eve, and the latter Whit- 
Sunday, a Circumſtance which Riexzi failed not 

to turn to Advantage. „% 


Theſe Conſiderations obliged Clement in fo. 
nice an Affair to act with Deliberation, eſpe- 
cially as Rienzi's Letters were couched in 
Terms full of Zeal for the good of the Church, 
and Submiſſion to the Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt: 
He declared therein, thathe had nothing in View 
in what he had done but the Eftabliſiment of 
the Authority of the Holy See, almoſt annihi- 
lated by ſome particular Lords; that the No- 
mans had in a Manner forced him to put him- 
ſelf at their Head,in order to free Rome from the 
Tyranny ſhe long had groaned under; that 
without the Expectation of his Holineſs's good 
Will, he would not have joined Hands with 
ee da aaa 
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them, and upon Condition of acting in 
Concert with his Vicar, whom he had expreſsly 
demanded for a joint Adminiſtrator in the Go- 
vernment. In a Word, that if his Holineſs would 
vouchſafe to confirm him in the Adminiſtration, 
he doubted not of convincing him of the Dif- 
intereſtedneſs of his Intentions, and of his paſſive 
Obedience to all his Commands. 


The Envoys of Riemzi in their Audiences 

leſſened much the Submiſſion profeſſed in his 
Letters: Having expatiated on the Ability, the 
Wiſdom, and the Authority of a Man, who at 
the firſt Word of Command had drove from 
Reme the moſt Enobled, hitherto regardleſs, high 
as.it was, of the papal Power, they acquainted 
his Holineſs that the People of Rome would 
never ſuffer any, Infringement on the vid 
of Rienzi, who had already given them Proofs 
of his good Adminiſtration, and who was, as it 
were, idolized by them; that even Rienzi him- 
ſelf ſhould not leave. them at his own Pleaſure, 
and that they would, compel him. to maintain 
the high Poſt he poſleſſed with ſo much Dignity 


for the Good of his Country. 


The Court of Avignon. upon Conſideration 
hut their Eyes on all that had paſſed: They 
commended Rienzi's Zeal, and were content 
with his good Intentions: They exhorted him 
to preſerve the Favour and Protection of the 
Holy Father, who if he approved not of the 
anner, ratified the Election, and confirmed 
Rienzi and Raymond in the Authority and Power 
which the Romans had beſtowed an them : They 


moresver judged it proper to make known — 


of GABRINL 4 
they were acquainted with the whole Proceed- 
in : « for (ſaid the Holy Father) ſuch an Elec- 

Ing; van 

© tion could not have been made without our 

©. Conſent; becauſe the Romans ſoon after our 


— 


© Exaltation inveſted us with the ſole Power of 


© nominating Officers of the City.” 


While the Envoys of Rienzi were negociat- 
ing for him at Avignon, or rather from the Mo- 
ment they departed, he was on ang Joon the 
Means of obtaining a new Title without 'con- 
cerning himſelf about that which the Pope ſhould 
think ft to confer, and which he wiſely: foreſaw = 
he muſt be obliged to accept of. He conſidered 
that a Power granted by the Pope would in all 
Probability be loaded with ſuch. Reſtrictions, as 
muſt moſt effectually limit the - Extent of the 
grand Projects he had formed; that therefore 
it highly behoved him to put himſelf in a Con- 
dition, that would one Day enable him to 
ſhake off the Pope's Authority, if he ſhould 
preſume either to regulate, diminiſh, or take 
away the Power he had uſurped. 5 


Nothing was more plauſible than the Title 
he fixed upon; which was that of Tribune of 
the People. Verſed in the Raman Hiſtory he 
knew the Extenſiveneſs of that Charge in an- 
tient Rame, that from a ſmall Beginning the 
Tribunes brought it to a Power almoſt deſpotic, 
to which the greateſt of the Republic, the Se- 
nate, the Conſuls were compelled to ſubmit. 
After the Extinction of the Republic it appeared 
of ſuch Importance, that the Emperors thought 
themſelves not inveſted with Power / ſufficient, 
ualeſs they annexed to their Dignity the Chargs 
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of Tribune, which afterward became inſepara- 
ble: A Charge, which as, its Origin was re- 
garded only as the moſt proper Means of ſecur- 
ing the Liberty of the Romans, yet falling into 
the Hands of the Emperors. became the Inſtru- 
ment of Oppreſſion, and the Deſtruction of that 
very Liberty itſelf. | 0 


Extraordinary as this Title appeared, which 
had long ſince remained unknown at Rome, it 
required nothing more than a little fawning upon 
the People; to call to their Remembrance 
their antient Grandeur, and thoſe happy Times 
wherein the Maſters of the Univerſe were obli- 
ged to make Court to the meaneſt Citizens for 
their Suffrages: Rienzi aſſembled the People, 
and having fed them as uſual with his chimerical 
Ideas of the Re- eſtabliſnment of a Republic, he 
told them he had two Favours to beg of them; 
the firſt was to ratify all that he had done to 
that Time, the Baniſhment of the Nobles; 
the Puniſhment of the Criminals he had exe- 
cuted ; the Ree he had made; and the 
Order he had diſperſed over the City: the ſe- 
\ cond was to confer upon him a Title indepen- 
dent of any other than that which he ſhould re- 
ceive from the People, and which might hap- 
pen to ſtand in need of ſuch a Regulation as he 
at that Time required of them. | 


The People in a Manner enchanted with 
Reſpe& for him, anſwered his Demands with a 
general Applauſe ; they clapped their Hands, 
and with one Voice proclaimed their Eulogiums 
on all he had done; they were ſo little Maſters 
of their own Reaſon, and ſo perfectly * 
s | | Fg 18 


| his Perſon, that waatever Dignity he requeſted, 
they would willingly have granted: He might | 
doubtleſs, had he thought fit, been proclaimed 

t King or Emperor. „„ @s og ME a9 3 Fx” 
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VF 
But Rienzi coveted not thoſe auguſt Titles, 
which far from augmenting moſt frequently di- 
miniſh the Power of the Poſſeſſor: His Aim 
was to obtain an Authority more than Royal, 
yet under the Name of Popularity. He _ re- 
peated what he ſo many Times had inſinuated 
to the Romans ; that they were a People of all 
others the leaſt ſuſceptible of Oppreſſion, and 
ought to pay Obedience to no other Governor 
than the Person they ſhould: elect; that as the 
Inſolence of the Patricians formerly produced the 
Creation of Fribunes to ſupport the Rights of 
the People, the preſent Tyranny of the Nobles 
demanded loudly a ſimilar Defence; that the 
Nobles omitted no Opportunity of making their 
Efforts to bring them back to the Yokes, from 
which the divine Will had under his Miniſtry 
freed them; that as the Name of Tribune was 
ſo dear to the People, ſo deteſtable to the Gran- 
dees, none but a Tribune could repel their At- 
tacks; and that he with that Title ſhould have 
Power ſufficient to withſtand, like Walls of 
Braſs, their ſtrongeſt Attempts. He deſired in 
this new Dignity, the Copartnerfhip- of the 
Pope's Vicar, whom he knew would poſſeſs the 
Name only of Tribune, as he had hitherto done 
that of Governor. When: he had finiſhed his 
Harangue, they were both proclaimed Tribunes 
of the People, and for an Addition to their 
Glory, were ftyled, the Deliverers of their 
Country. : | V 5 
The 
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The principal Grandees, whom Nini had 
compelled to retire to their Country Seats, trem- 
bled when they found. that the Power of their 
Enemy, far from loſing Ground as they were in 
Hopes of, was daily encreafing and improving in 
Grandeur. The new 0 5 of Tribune a- 
larmed them, they looked upon it as an ill 
Omen; they reproached each other with their 
Blindneſs in Regard to the Conduct of the Man, 
who had diverted them with his Conceits; they 
blamed above all Stephen Colonna for not fore- 
ſeeing. the Evil which he might at its Birth, by 
King one Wretch, have ſmothered: They 
had all indeed laughed at the Alarms and Cau- 
tions which they had been adviſed to take 
againſt the Sallies of a politic Buffoon, who only 
amuſed the. | 


Whether they were wrong or no in not 
quenching at firſt the Flame, they judged it ne- 
ceſſary however now to prevent the fatal Conſe- 
GR of it, and take the moſt proper Mea- 
res againſt a Power, whoſe chief Object was 
their Annihilation. They joined to conſult the 
Deftrution of their common Enemy: They 
held ſecret Aſſemblies, they deliberated largely, 
but their former Errors in point of Submiſſion 
appeared upon this Occaſion; every one thought 
himſelf equally in the Right to decide and give 
Law, the antient Animoſities which their pre- 
ſent Peril had lulled aſleep, were ſoon awakened 
by the Warmth of their Debates; their De- 
bates terminated in the moſt virulent Reproaches, 
and they ſeparated at length in a Ferment with- 
out coming to any Concluſion. Th 
l ; C 
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The Tribune informed of this Books 4 
his Spies, cut for a ſecond Time one of tho 
bold and deciſive Strokes, which his good = or- 
tune rather than his Genius ſuggeſted to him at 
the moſt critical Junctures of his Confpirity: 
It was indeed affirmed at N : 
ticular Inftin& drove him, almoſt againſt his 
Will, to thoſe Actions of Vigour and Preſence 
of Mind, which _ Honour to the moſt re- 
fined and intrepid Policy. He publiſhed an 
Edict, by which he ſummoned the Grandees to 
r 

lic, upon f ei , 
= Tears i in Gul of Befzalt. This Sum- 
mons thunderſtruck the 'Nobles, united by their 
Hatred to the Tribune, and divided by their 
| own. particular Animoſities. As he had” furs 
| prized them in the Interval of their Diviſion, 
without allowing them Time to re- aſſemble, 
they had no other Courſe to 5 than to obey 


Rewer) ovoru eine had before done 
| by their Retreat. 


Tue firſt who n himſelf was the: 
young Stephen Colonna, Son of the Governor of 
ame. He entered the Capitol attended 
ee 111-1 upon ſeeing the vaſt' 
oncourſe of People, among whom the Tribune 
was adminiſtring Juſtice in an Order and with 
an Authority bee e Coloma' could not 
forbear outward 1 his Apprehenſions: 
He trembled. ribune preſently advanced 
toward him rite with the majeſtic Countenance 
of a Soverei 2 then leading him to an Altar, obli- 
ee by the Body of Jeſus Chrift and 


thoſe 
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thoſe of his Holy Evangeliſts never to take up 
Arms againſt him the Tribune, or the People of 
Rome ; to preſerve Plenty, Trade, and the Safety 
of the Roads; to grant no Retreat to Robbers ; 
to protect Orphans ;' not to touch upon any Ac- 
count the public Money; and to appear upon 
the firſt Notice either with or without Arms ac-. 
eher. 


This was in Subſtance the Form of the Oath, 
which Rienzi had drawn up to ſecure . the Nebi- 
lity ; a Form, of which the Equity. was an ex- 

uiſite Allurement for the People; an inſnaring 

roof of the Integrity of the Tribune; a morti- 
ing Reproach upon the Nobles for their. paſt 
nduct ; and a Bridle ſtrong enough to hold 
them in, or render them odious, if they ſhould. 
violate an Oath ſo juſt. After the Ceremony 
was over the Tribune admitted young Colonna to 
Rn oo 3 9 oe 


The Return of this Lord compoſed the others, 
who apprehended ſome Trap laid to ſeize their 
Perſons, when they found themſelves free by 
an Oath, which they might hereafter examine, 
they made no Heſitatiot in making their Ap- 
pearance. Reynold and Jordan Urſins with the 
two . Colonnas, John and Stephen the antient Go- 
vernor of the City and Chief of his Houſe, went 
to pay Homage to the Tribune trembling. Af- 
ter their Example, and ſeized with the ſame _ 
Terror all the Nobility repaired to the Tribunal 
of the Capitol, and ſwore Allegiance. to Rienzi ; . 
they engaged to ſtand-by him, the good Efta- 
bliſbment, and their Country, with their Lives and 
Fortunes: Even Francis Savelli, Rienzi's own. 


Lord 


Lord, haſtened to take the Oath of Fidelity to 
a Man, who but a few Days before had been his 
Vaſſal. The Commonalty were ordered to fol- 
low the Nobility ; all Profeſſions came accord - 
ing to their Rank to pay Homage, in an Order 
and with a Submiſſion that had not been ſeen at 


Rome for many Years. This Tranquillity, al- 


though procured by Fear, was highly pleaſing 
to the Romans, who to their Surprize heard 
no more Murmurs at Violence and Murder. 


About the ſame Time, to make a deeper 
Impreſſion on the Minds of his new Subjects, 
the Tribune gave an Inftance of his Rigour : 
He ordered an Anaſtaſian Monk (a Man much 
exclaimed againſt) without e ing his Pray- 
ers or the Habit he wore, to be publickly be- 
headed before his own Monaſtery : He coveted 
much the Reputatien of an inexorable Judge 
of the Wicked. As ſoon as he found his Au- 
thority firmly eſtabliſhed by the Submiſſion of . 
the Nobility and People, he turned the whole 
Bent of tis Thoughts upon the Manner of ad- 
miniſtring Juſtice, which he had at firſt only gi- 
ven a Sketch of. He created a new Council, 
which he named the Chamber of Juſtice and 


Peace, agreeable to his ſecond Standard, that 


bore the Figure of St. Paul holding in his Right 
Hand a naked Sword, and in his Left the Crown. 
of Juſtice. He made Choice' of Gentlemen of 
the beſt Families to fill it; theſe he called the 
Peace-making Judges, who were to adjuſt and 
reconcile all Differences in an exact Obſervation 
of the Lex Talionis, | | Fa 
5 1 | ; 45 
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Two Parties at Variance were to come in 
Perſon on a Summons to the Tribunal; before 
they had pleaded their Cauſe, they were obli- 
d to promiſe faithfully to be reconciled after 
udgment given, and depoſite a Fine for Secu- 
rity. After Hearing, and their. Cauſe decided, 
che Offender muſt make Retaliation to the 
Offended adequate to the Injury ſuſtained ; then 
in Preſence of the Judges they were to embrace 
each other and withdraw, without daring ever 
afterward to behave as Enemies. In Matters 
criminal for the Wounded, the ſame Law regu- 
lated the Satisfaction, but not with ſo much Se- 
verity, as to debar the injured Party from for- 
giving the Puniſhment of him that wounded 
im. If one Man, for Example, put out 
another's Eye, he was brought upon the Steps 
of the Capitol; there, bare headed and kneeling 
at the Feet of the Injured, he begged Remiſſion 
of the Puniſhment of the Talionis, and aſſiſted 
by his Friends, who joined their Petitions with 
his, he made acknowledgment of his Submiſſion, 
If che Injured forgave him, he was forgiven the 
Puniſhment; if not he had one of his Eyes put 
out immediately. „„ 


In regard to Crimes, which concerned the 
_ Safety and Tranquillity of the Public, there was 
no Mitigation, no Remiſſion to be expected: 
'The Tribune looked upon Impunity to have 
been the Source of all the late Enormities; He 
kept a ſtrict Hand over the Judges, whom he had 
_ eſtabliſhed for that Purpoſe, that Criminals 
might be tried with all the Rigour of his new 
Laws. The ſame was obſerved in civil Affairs: 

| bg | J uſtice, 


— © yp i wc 


4 2 
.* 


* 


of GABRIN I. 4 
Juſtice was executed with ſuch Expedition, that 
no Cauſe, however intricate, exceeded the 
Term of fifteen Days, as he had ordained in 
his ſecond Law. . | = 


This cloſe Attention to reform Juſtice, to 


| watch even the Judges themſelves, and to pro- 


ſecute without Exception Delinquenis of every 
Condition, ſoon purged Rome of Murderers, 
Adulterers, Thieves, and all ſuſpected Perſons. 
They took ſo haſtily the Alarm, that they ima- 
gined themſelves every Moment diſcovered, as 


if the Tribune had read their Crimes on their 


Foreheads. In perpetual Fear o being dragged 
out to Puniſhment. they lay concealed in the 
City, watching an Opporiunity to eſcape; they 
flew in Effet by Night, they abandoned their 
Houſes, Wives, and Children, believing there 
was no Place of Security for them until they 
had paſſed the Territories of Rome. The 
Woods and great Roads, long infeſted by Rob- 
bers, became entirely free; Lands, which the 
Labourers had forſaken, began to be cultivated ;- 
Foreigners went and came without Danger; the 
Merchants renewed their Commerce, every 
thing in general put on a new Face. Petrareb 
in his Letter to Charles, King of the Romans, 
gives this ſhort Account of the Change of 
Affairs. . 5 

© Not long ſince a moſt remarkable Man 
© of the Plebeian Race, a Perſca whom nei - 


| + ther Titles or Virtues had diſtinguiſhed, un- 


< til he preſumed to ſet himſelf up for the Re- 

* ſtorer of the Roman Liberty, has obtained the 

* higheſt Authority at Rome, So ſudden, i 
10 


meat 


L great his Succeſs, that this Man has won 72 
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© cany and all Itahy. Already Europe and the 


© whele World are in Motion; to ſpeak the * 


© whole in one Word, I proteſt to you, not as 
© a Reader but as an Eye-Witneſs, that he 
* has reſtored to us the Juſtice, Peace, Integrity, 
< Safety, and every other Token of the Golden 


1 Age. N 
The U nfortunate, who had baniſhed them- 


ſelves Rome to eſcape Juſtice, and. were diſ- 
rſed over all Parts of Itah, trembled at the 
ame of Rienzi; they perſuaded themſelves a 


Man of his Character could not confine his Am- 


bition, ſupported by the Zeal of public Good, 
within the Walls of Rome ; it was reaſonable 
therefore to apprehend that he would ſoon be 
upon the Backs of them. The Tribune con- 


firmed them in their Apprehenſions. The Fa- 


cility he found in making himſelf Maſter of 


. Rome, and the Affection ſhewn him ” the Peo- 


ple, extended his Views over the reſt of Itah, 


which he no, 3 deſpaired of reducing to his 


Obedience, In 


Ce, onſequence of this Project he 
aſſembled a 


zeral Senate, and made one of 


thoſe Harangnes, in which his pathetic Elo- 


uence always prevailed ; as he flattered. the 
Vanity of the Romans. He magnified, according 
to Cuſtom, the antient Extent of the Roman 
Power, which knew no Bounds but thoſe of the 
World. He inſinuated, that it availed but-little 


their Country, once Miſtreſs of the Univerſe, to 

3 05 herſelf delivered from the Tyranny of the 

Nobles, unleſs they. endeaveured to recover for 
her one Part of her former Glory, by bringing 


in ſome Manner under her Dependance the re 


. 


2. 
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of hay, which was withdrawn from her; that 
they muſt ſtrive to re- unite every little State 
which had been difmembered, and form, as 
heretofore, a Body, whoſe Motions Rome in 
Quality of Chief ſhould regulate: That in or- 
der to ſucceed he thought it proper to invite all 
the Cities and all the Princes of /taly to enter 
into the League of the good Eftabliſhment, and 
favour a Project which, procuring in them a Sup- 
port, would give the City of Rome a kind of Su- 
periority, as ſhe would become the ProteQtreſs - 
of all Itah. JJC 


Nothing appeared chimerical to the Romans, 
already accuſtomed to the prodigious Succeſs of 
the moſt difficult Enterprizes of the Tribune. 
They returned him their Thanks for the Zeal he 
had expreſſed for the Honour of their Country, 
and beſeeched him to execute a Deſign fo glo- 

rious both for that and himſelf, WED 


He diſpatched forthwith Couriers to the Re- 
publics, to the principal Cities, and to all the 
independant Princes and Lords in [taly. In his 
Letters he informed them of the Revolution 
that had been brought about at Rome for the 
Eſtabliſnment of Liberty which he had pro- 
cured; he exhorted them to unite with him and 
the Romans for the Repoſe and general Good of 
their common Country; he entreated them to 
ſend Deputies to Rome to draw up Articles of 
this League and Union in Favour of the 
Eftablihment : He pretended that it muſt be thro? 
their Means that he could make antient Rome 
flouriſh again, by ſending their Aſſiſtance and 
5 D 2 Counſel 
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Council to that City, which had once been the 
Capitol not only of /aly but of the whole World. 
He told them, in ſhort, that they ought to teſtify 
publickly their Joy, and render Thanks to the 
Almighty for the ineſtimable Benefits of the 
0 EAabiforient, which Providence through his 
Means had vouchſafed. At the Head of his 
Diſpatthes he aſſumed magnificent Titles, 
| Sovereign of the Univerſe, &c. (as Montaigne ob- 
ſerves of the Princes of his Time) to ſupport by 
Names ſo ſingular the Noiſe, which his Repu- 
tation began to make in Europe, Not content 
in writing in this Manner to the Doge and Se- 
vate of Venice, the Marquis d'E/t of Ferrara, 
the Kings of Naples, in one Word to all Tah, 
_ (which cauſed a Number of Diſpatches) he had 
the Boldneſs about the ſame Time to write to 
all the crowned Heads and Potentates of Eu- 
rope, to deſire their Friendſhip upon Condition 
of granting them his. His Secretaries fat. up 
Night and Day in drawing up his Letters, 
His Couriers ſet out unarmed, having a little 
Silver Wand only in their Hands. As ſoon as 
this Mark of their Commiſſion was obſerved, 
they were in all Places received with the greateſt 
Reſpet. Nothing demonſtrated plainer the 
high Idea conceived of the Tribune than the 
Report of the Courier who returned from 
Avignon, He publiſhed aloud, that with his 
| Wand he had not only paſſed without Danger 
the Roads and Woods ſo lately cried out againſt 
for. Robberies, but further, that thouſands of 
Paſſengers came to kneel before him, and kiſs 
the Wand with Tears of Joy and Acknow- 
Jedgments to the Tribune, who had e 


» 


Tobey. 


for them the Liberty and Security of the Roads. 
All Jah indeed now rang with his Praiſes ; the 
Poets celebrated him; but the moſt pleaſing 


Commendation to Rienzi was the general Satis _ 


faction which he read in the Eyes of the People, 
and which gave him the Aſſurance of the un- 
doubted Homage of all their Hearts 


As yet the Tribune had contented himſelf 


with humbling the Nobility, and preventing 
their making any Stir, He had not laid Hands 
on any one Perſon of the leaſt Diſtinction: At 
length an Opportunity, ſuch as he deſired, pre- 
ſented itſelf; a Delinquent of the firſt Di- 


ſtinction, whoſe Crimes were public and at- 


teſted, He was a young Man, his Name Mar- 
tin de Puerto, ſo called from the Caſtle of which 


he was Lord, Nephew of the Cardinals Ceccans 
and Gaetan : He had been Senator of Rome, and 


could count Numbers of his Anceſtors who had 
enjoyed the ſame Dignity, But his high Birth 
and Station ſerved only to magnify his high 
Crimes and public Robberies, which had ren- 
dered him deteſted. In a little more than a 
Month after he came to Rome to marry a young 
Widowof the Houſe of Alberteſchi, he was ſei- 
zed with a Diſeaſe, occaſioned by his De- 
baucherics, which detained him at Rome, con- 
trary to his Inclination, and which terminated 
in a Swelling his Phyſicians judged to be the 
Dropſy. He kept himſelf cloſe = up for fear 
of the Tribune; he ſaw no Company but his 
Phyſicians. Rienzi by his Spies however was 
informed of tne Place he Jay concealed in, and 
looking upon him Sy proper Victim to make 
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ſerved a due Reſpect to the 
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an Example of, on Purpoſe to keep in Sub- 
jection the Nobility, he ordered the Guards of 
his own Palace to take him from the Arms of 
his Lady, and bring him to the Capitol. He 
was immediately arraigned, the Tribune found 
no. Difficulty in convicting him of imbezzling 
the public Treaſure. Although it was then. 
three o'Clock in the Afternoon, he would not 
grant him a Reprieve till the next Day ; he or- 
dered the Capitol Bell to be rung ; the People 
aſſembled in Crouds tumultuouſly ; they took 
the convicted Lord's Cloak off his Shoulders ; 
they tied his Hands behind him ; they made him 
kneel at the accuſtomed Place upon the Lion's 
Steps; they read his Sentence of Death to him; 
and after granting him with ReluQtance a ſhort 
Time to confeſs in, lead him to a Gibbet, where 
he was tied up under the Eyes of his Lady, who 
could ſee him hanging from her Window. His 
Corpſe was e two Days and one Night. 
Neither his Quality, nor his Proodjilty of Blood 
with the Houſe of Urſin, could fave his Life, or 
2 the Ignominy of his Death. In this 
anner the Tribune governed Rome, and made 

it tremble by many other ſimilar Examples of 
a Rigour which nothing could ſoften. The 
People, who till their late Fury had always pre- 
e and had 

hitherto been Strangers to this kind of Execu- 
tion, could not refrain from ſhedding Tears at 
the Fate of this Nobleman, whom, guilty as he 
was, they accounted unfortunate ; but their 
tranſitory Pity was ſoon Pg, into Enco- 
miums and Bleſſings upon the Tribune, who in 
all his Conduct until that Time appeared to have 
ks : *.- _ no- 
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nothing in View but the Extirpation of Tyrants 
and ; — As to thoſe Noblemen, who 
were equally criminal in their own Conſcience, 
they were of different Opinions; ſome kept 
themſelves in Readineſs to move off, others de- 
termined ſo to behave for the future as to give 
no Offence. No Perſon dared to carry Arms or 

ive the leaſt Inſult ; even Maſters feared to 

rike their Servants, leſt the ſevere Tribune 
ſhould bring them to his, Tribunal, where he 
heard all, and took Cognizance of the leaſt Diſ- 
putes with a Care and Capacity inconceivable. 
Public Vows and Prayers were put up for him, 
that God would fortify him in the vaſt Deſign 
he had propoſed of purging Hah of Robbers, 
and making the Capital of the World glorious - 
in Os pI Azyle and Refuge of all Nations : 
He ſucceeded in Part, and was near accom- 
pliſhing an Undertaking like that which Ta- 
merlane once effected, who made his Dominions 
ſo ſecure for Travellers, that a Man might go 
through them without Danger, with a Veſſel of 
Gold upon his Head. Thus without Fear they 
now paſſed Day and Night the Territories of 


Rome. 


The Execution of Martin de Puarto was ſome . 
Days before the Feſtival of St, John; and as 
that Feſtival was always celebrated at Rome - 
with great Solemnity, Rienzi embraced the Op- 
portunity of ſhewing himſelf to the People in a 
Cavalcade, the Retinue of which would in ſome 
Meaſure recal the Repreſentation of the antient 
Tribunes of the People, whom he had choſen for 
his Models. On the . of the Feſtival, June 


4 24. 
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24, 1345, which fell that Vear on a Sunday, he 
was accompanied by a Number of principal 
Officers of his Horſe-Guards. He appeared in 
the Middle of them mounted on a white Horſe, 
cloathed in Velvet lined with Sattin and worked 
- with Gold, preceded by his Foot-Guards, 
which conſiſted of the hundred Conſpirators of 
the Quarter of Reolo, with whom he had ſeized 
the Capitol. The Standard of the Remens, which 
was carried over his Head, heightened the Splen- 
dour of his Dignity, which he ſupported by a 

Majeſtic Countenance. Ce OO: 


As he perceived that this Cavalcade moved 
the Peop e, and produced a good Effect in his 
I avour, e reſolved to form another ſome time after 
at St. Peter's Church, but with much more 
Ma nificence than was ſeen in the preceding; 
obſerving that the Order of his March excited 


the Curioſity of all Rome. In this appeared firſt 


the ſincſt and beſt armed of the Cavalry in ſe- 
veral Troops. After them came the Judges, 
Notaries, Chamberlains, Chancellors, Regiſters, 
and Officers of, every Degree. Then the 
four Prefects of the Palace with their At- 
tendants in good Order and well mount- 
ed. John de All. followed them carrying a Cup 
of precious Stone with the uſual Preſent which 
the Senators made at St. Peter's Church. He 
was followed by the Horſe-Guards and one 
Iroop of Kettle-Drummers and Trumpeters, 

- whoſe Silver Inſtruments made a loud and wa- 
like Sound, The Bannerets marched in their 
Rank with a profound Silence with the different 
Banners of their Quarters. The young Pucci 
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Jubilee followed alone at ſome Diſtance with a 
naked Sword to repreſent Juſtice, according t9 
the Ideas of the Tribune. A ſmall Diſtance 
from him Liello Migliaro ſcattered Money in 
Profuſion, which two Men continually were 
taking out of Bags hanging to their Side. Ni- 
enzi by this affected Liberality, pretended to 
imitate the Magnificence of the Roman Em- 
perors. After all this Train he appeared 
mounted on a ſuperb Steed, and ſurrounded by 
fifty Halberdeers, cutting a Figure ſo extraor- 
dinary, that he looked like a Bear in Armour. 
He was dreſſed in a party coloured Gown of 
Velvet green and yellow, lined with Fur. In 
his Hand he held, in Imitation of a Sceptre, a 
Rod of poliſhed Steel, on the Point was 
a ſmall Globe of precious Stone with a gold 
| Croſs, in which was incloſed a Relict of the 
real Croſs, with theſe Words enamelled, on the 
one Side Deus, and on the other Spiritus ſanctus. 
Cloſe behind him Cecco de Alefſs carried a grand 
Standard, which he flouriſhed over the Head 
of the Tribune, as was uſual over thoſe of 
crowned Heads, , 1 


The Ground of this Standard was blue, 
on which was a Golden Sun ſurrounded by Sil- 
ver Stars, and over thoſe a Silver Dove hold- 
ing in his Beak an Olive Crown. The Ap- 
plication of this Device required no Conju- 
ration. The Sun was the Tribune, the 
Stars thoſe who ſurrounded his Perſon, or 
thoſe States which he pretended to bring un- 

der Subjection to the City of Rome; and the 
Dove with the Olive, the Peace which he had- 


D 5 : pre- 
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produced on Whitſunday, the Feſtival of the 
Holy Ghcſt. This Cavalcade, which had 
the Air of a Triumph, was followed by an in- 
numerable · Multitude of People of all Condi- 
tions, Nobility, Burghers, Foreigners, Ro- 
mans, all without Arms, and in no particular 
Rank, but in Order, for Care was taken to 
knock down all who ſhould make any Diſtur- 


* 


bance or Confuſion. 


With this Train the Tribune croſſed over 
the Bridge of St. Angels, ſaluting on the 
Right Hand and Left the, Spectators, to 
Join the Popularity of a Tribune with the Ma 
jeſty of a Roman Emperor. | | 


As ſoon as he came within Sight of St. 
Peter's Church, the Clergy who attended in 
their canonical Habits, walked before him 
with the Croſs and Incenſe, ſinging Yeni Cre- 
ator; a Ceremony they perform in ReſpeR 
' to Popes and ſovereign Princes. Having re- 
ecived him at the Bottom of the Steps, 
they introduced him into the Church, where 
the Tribune made his Oblation at the Al- 
tar. He was reconducted by the Clergy with 
the ſame Ceremonies, and returned to the 
Capitol in the ſame Order amidf the loud Ac- 
clamations of the People. 


The Day after this triumphant March, he 
affected a more than ordinary Air of Popu- 
larity; and making it known that he diſdained 
not to deſcend from his high Rank and debaſe 
bimſelf for the public Good, he W Au- 
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dience to Widows, Orphans, and all other un- 
fortunate Perſons. i „%%% ũ 0;ᷣò 


After this Act of Clemency and Good- 
neſs, he ſignalized his Juſtice the ſame Day 
upon two Secretaries of the Senate, the one 
named Thomas Fortiſiocca, and the other Pon- 
cellet de la Cammora, upon whom he put a Pa- 
per Cap and an Iron Collar, and fined them 
a thouſand Livres, as guilty of Forgery :. 
'Their Credit, which was great before a- 
mong the People, was quite loft. by this In- 
dignity, | 5 Ba 
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winding he unblameable, 
wi e c Power 
of Oppoſition. No , Avarice, 
jolence had ſullied his N 
was ſevere, but that Severity f 
on the Heads of thoſe Who were 
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thoſe who flew from his Juſtice on the one hand,, 
and the fole Diſpoſition of the ug Treaſure 
on the other, enabled Hi | 


Sende , en Prince, vet fig Fun 
plendour of ſobergign Prince, yet his Furni- 
e Fable ſhowed no Token of « Change 
of Condition.” Mvoiding Ceremony he was de- 
ſirous of appearing after the Manner of the ancient 
Tribunes, who in their Carriage were neither 
haughty nor proud. He was eaſy of Acceſs; 
the meaneſt of the People were as well re- 
ceiyed and as favourably Ws as the moſt 
powerful and conſiderable, By a Conduct ſo 
prudent he had the Art fo filence the Envy of 
the Grandees he had humbled, to gain the Bleſ- 
ſings of the People he had drawn into Bondage, 
to attract the Admiration of all Europe, and to 
cauſe even the Pope himſelf to authoriſe in a. 
Manner his Uſurpation. 8 455 


It is difficult for a Perſon of mean Birth, ele- 
vated at once by the Caprice of Fortune to the 
moſt exalted Station, to move righily in a Sphere, 
wherein he muſt breath an Air he has been un- 
the Summit of his Fortune. Riches ſo tned, 
Power dazzled, the Pomp of his Cavalcades 

mated, and formed in his Mind Ideas ade- 


quate to thoſe of Princes born to Empire. 


He began to keep an elegant Table, ſerved: 
with the choiceit Dainties and moſt exquiſite. 
Wines, which was afterward extended almoſt 
to Profuſion. Before this Change He wanted no 
other Rampart than the People's Affecti id 1 
but fince, he took thoſe Precautions which he 
judged moſt neceſſary for his Security. Re- 
| | ſolving 
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| ſolving to fortify himſelf in the Capitol, he 
palliſadoed and barricadoed it at the Expence 
of the Roman Nobility ; he obliged them. to. 
pull down all the Rails and Gates at the Ave- 
nues of their Houſes and give them to him, having 
thereby the double Advantage, - of weakening 
their Palaces, and fortifying his own at their 
Coſts. Not content with mortifying thus the 
Nobility, he attacked them more cloſely in 
their Intereſt. Under Pretence of repairing the. 
Palace of the Capitol, which was running to. 
Ruin, he raiſed a Tax of one hundred Florins: 

on every Nobleman who had been a Senator. 
About the ſame Time he cauſed Peter Agapit 

| Colonna to be ſent on Foot at Noon. Day to Pri-- 
fon. A ſhort Time, before he had ſeized at 
Stephen Colonna's ſeveral who had made their 
Eſcape, whom he ordered to. be , hanged im- 


Having without any Moleſtation repaired the 
Capitol, which he made his Fortreſs, he reſol- 
ved to ſtrengthen himielf with a Number of 
fine Troops, as well for his own Defence, as 
for the Enterprizes he had in View. He raiſed 
a Body of r660 Men, 1300 Foot, and g69 
Horſe, all young, well diſciplined, well armed, 
and well. paid. He made them take the Oath. 
of Fidelity, and ordered them to be always rea- 
dy to attend his. Perſon under Arms at the 
Sound of the Capitol Bell. He quartered them 
in twelve Diſtricts of Rome, 30 orſe and 1 10 
ow in a Company, with particular Enſigns in 
each. = HER 
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As ſoen as he had compleated theſe Troops, 
which, in Regard to the Forces of 7aly in thoſe 
Times, were very conſiderable, he publiſhed an 
Edict, whereby he cited all Governors of the 
Towns within the Juriſdiction of Rome, to come 
and pay Homage to the People of Rome in his 
Perſon; and at the ſame time he made an Or- 
dinance, whereby he laid a Tax of one Carline 
and Four- pence for Firing, upon all the Towns, 
Hamlets, and Villages. The Terror of his 
Name was ſo great, that they ſubmitted to the 

Tax without murmuring ; indeed it was no 
. Novelty, they had paid it Time immemorial; 
but the Troubles in Italy had occaſioned it a 
long while to be gathered in a confuſed Man- 
ner, not with that PunQuality which ſuch a 
Man as Nienzi alone could undertake. His 
Orders were ſo ſtrictly put in Force, that his Re- 
ceivers could ſcarcely count the vaſt Sums which 
they brought from all Parts. The Villages of 
the lower Tuſcany, the Sea Ports, and other 
little Places, who had any Pretence to get 
themſelves off this Tax, endeavoured now to 
pay it. This Tax was looked upon as a Sort 
of Tribute and Acknowledgment due from all 
the Italian Cities to Rome, as their Sovereign and 
their Mother. | 


As to the Governors of thoſe Towns the Tri- 
bune had cited, they all ſubmitted to his Cita- 
tion and 'Tax, except two,who imagining them- 
ſelves ſtrong enough to withſtand him, re- 
garded not his SUMMONS, - 


The 


of GABRINI. 63 


The firſt was John de Vic, who under the 
Name of Governor was in Reality petty 
Tyrant of Viterbo. He was | my called 
Prefect de Vic, having executed the Office of 
Prefect of Rome; he was deſirous of retaining 
the Tit e, which was to deſcend to his Son Fan- 
cis de Vic. The ſecond was Gaetan de Ceccano 
Count de Fondi, If we were to form a Judg- 
ment of theſe two Lords from the Character 
the Tribune gives them in his Letter to the 
Pope, dated Fuly 7, 1347, it muſt be a bad one 
indeed, He accuſes them with Fratricide, and 
ſays, that as they reſembled each other in the 
firſt Crime, they were not leſs unlike in that of 
Rebellion. The Accuſation , againſt the Pre- 
fect was declared in general Terms, but that 


againſt the Count in particular, being charged 


with other Murders. However high theſe Ac- 
cuſations may appear, it is certain if we look 
into the Characters of moſt of theſe petty Ty- 
rants, who during the Abſence of the Popes 
N to themſelves the Church Lands, 
we find them no Ways ſcrupulous in com- 


mitting the blackeſt Crimes to aggrandize them- 


ſelves and maintain their Uſurpation. As en- 
raged as the Tribune was againſt them, they 


could not imagine he had ſaid ſo much upon 


their Account. The War, which Francis de Vie 
afterwards waged againſt the Romans, ſufficient'y 
demonſtrated the ſeditious Spirit of his Father, 
which he inherited. | | 4 


| Rienzi, highly incenſed againſt theſe Rebels, 
who were the only two that had dared to op- 
poſe him, reſolved to puſh them in a Manner, 
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that ſhould convince them their Reſiſtance was 
not to be paſſed over with Impunity : But as he 
thought himſelf not ſtrong enough to attack 
both at one Time, he choſe to begin with the 
Commandant of Viterbo, whoſe Oppoſition ſtung 
him more ſenſibly than that of the Count, which 
was not ſo openly avowed. Beſides the Town 
of Viterbo, which John de Vic ruled with def- 
potic Sway, he poſſeſſed ſome ſmall Garriſons 
and Fortifications, eſpecially one eſteemed im- 
pregnable, which was called the Rock de Reſ. 
pampans, The Tribune deſigned (agreeable to 
his eighth Regulation) to ſeize upon theſe Pla- 
ces under Pretence of the public Safety, and to 
take from thoſe, who commanded them, the 
Power of making them the Receptacles of Rob- 
bers, who divided the Spoil with them, as was 
openly practiſed before the Elevation of Rienzi. 
Fort Reſpampano was a moſt convenient Place 
for Robbers; the Tribune, who knew it would 
be commodious alſo for him, ſummoned. the 
Prefect to reſtore it to the People of Rome, to 
whom he ſaid it of Right belonged. The 
Prefect, however unwilling to draw ſo formi- 
dable an Enemy upon him, could not conſent 
to yield up the Place he moſt valued. He 
_ evaded as long as poſſibly he could the Demand, 
until Rienzi ſeeing theſe Ways of Negotiation 
were of no Effect, determined to reduce him by 
Force to his Obedience. But before he ſent 
his Army into the Field, to add a greater Weight 
to his Arms, he proceeded in a legal Manner 
againſt the Prefect of Viterbo. After 3 
him a new Citation to appear before him and 
account for his Conduct and his unjuſt Poſſeſſion 
of Reſpampano, he pronounced in the — 
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of all the People aſſembled, Sentence. of Con- 
demnation againſt him; wherein ſtyling him 
no more than plain Febn de Vie, he declared 
him an Enemy of God and the holy Apoſtles 
St. Peter and St. Paul, a Fratricide, a Traytor, 
and a Rebel to the Roman Republic, and as 
| ſuch degraded and deprived him of all Office and 
Dignity. e EE 


He informed all the Cities, Towns and Vil- 
lages under his Juriſdiction, or in his Alliance, 
with this Sentence, and invited them to join: 
with him againſt the common Enemy. 
univerſal Deſire ſhewn to ſecond his Zeal an- 
| ſwered the high Idea conceived of a Man, whom 

they eſteemed no leſs than the Reſtorer of pub- 
lic Liberty. Far from diminiſhing his Repu- 
tation and Credit, he daily encreaſed both. 
The Town of Peruſa, Todi, Narda and others, 
who were in a Condition of furniſhing Troops, 
ſent with the utmoſt Niſpatch their all. Man- 
fred, Lord of Corneto, brought his Soldiers and 
headed them in Perſon; a Number of Roman 
Lords liſted themſelves under the Tribune's 
Banner: In a few Days his Army was ſeven 
thouſand ſtrong, fix thouſand Foot and one 
thouſand Horſe, a moſt conſiderable Army at 
that Time, as the Demeſns of the Church, 
which was before divided into Lordſhips and 
Republics, could not even the moſt powerful of 
them keep five hundred' Men in pay. | 


"Þ of 


The Tribune after humbling the Nobility: 
ſought to bring them over to him by Marks of 
Eſteem and Confidence. To put them at the 
Head of his Troops he judged the moſt efficacious 
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Method. To keep an equal Balance between 
the Colonnas and U fins, whoſe Houſes as the 
moſt powerful divided the reſt of the Nobi- 
lity, he thought proper to give the Command of 
the Army which he was ſending againſt the 
Prefect de Vic, to one of the 7 and to ap- 
point one of the Colonna: to command the 
Troops, which he ſhould hereafter ſend againſt 
the Count de Fondi: It was not looked upon as 
prudential in the Tribune to truſt his Troops to 
thoſe Chiefs he had ſo ill uſed, whom, if Oc- 
caſion offered they might tun againſt him: It 
is true, the antient Antipathy between . thoſe 
two great Families took away in ſome Mea- 
ſure the Apprehenſion of their ever joining 
againſt a Man, who had the entire Affection 
both of his Troops and Officers. The Perſon 
he made Choice of to command the Army 
againſt John de Vic was Nicholas Urſin, with 


whom he nevertheleſs joined Jordan Urſin as 


Fhe Army marched at firſt againſt Vetralla, a 
ſmall Town in Sight of Viterbo. The e | 
it in Form. During the Siege, which -laſted 
two whole Months, there was no kind of Hoſ- 
tility omitted over all the neighbouring Country: 
They made Incurſions even to the very Gates of 
Viterbo, the Inhabitants of which could from 
their Walls behold the diſmal Havock they 
made upon their Lands, plundering and taking 
away all they found, and ſetting, Fire to what- 
ever they could not remove. Such was the 
Manner of waging War before the Invention of 
_ Gunpowder, which was thirty-one Years af- 
terward in 1378 ; and which was not introduced 
1 into 
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into Itah till two Years after the Invention 1380. 

Battles before that I ime were leſs bloody. Be- 

fore the Invention of Gunpowder, ſays an 
#* 7ralian Author, War in [taly was carried on 
with ſo much Humanity, that when Night 
drew on, both Parties lighted their Flambeaux, 
by which Light the Officers of the Beſiegers and 
Beſieged, wreſtled with each other without an 
Animoſity, merely to paſs Time away as at a 
Tournament. I remember to have ſomewhere 
read of one of theſe Battles in Italy, where out 


of two conſiderable Armies one Man only was 


found dead, who happening to fall in the Fight, 


and not being able to get up again, was tram-- 
pled under Foot. EY, 


But to return to the Siege of Vuralla, the 
Beſieged tired by its Continuance, by the Re- 


ſolution of the Beſiegers, and by the Devaſ- 


tation which they had made in Sight of them, 
made a Truce. But notwithſtanding the Town 
ſurrendered, the Caſtle held out with ſuch Bra- 
very, that the Beſiegers reſolved to attack it with 
redoubled Force. They turned their whole 
Artillery then in uſe againſt it ; they made 
a Machine of an extraordinary Size, which th 


fixed againſt the Gates of the Caſtle, intend- 


ing the next Day to break through ; but the 


Beſieged ſallied out in the Night with vaſt 


Quantities of Pitch, Turpentine, Oil and other 


_ Combuſtibles, with which they ſet it on Fire; 


the next Day the Beſiegers found their new Ba- 
bel conſumed to Aſhes,” 5 7 
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The Tribune informed of this ill Succeſs was 
exceſſively irritated at the Oppoſition of the 
Beſieged, plainly foreſeeing that if the. Caſtle 
held out as long as the Town had done, he 
ſhould ſcarcely have Time to beſiege Viterbo; 
in this Manner at leaſt he had promiſed him- 
ſelf to reduce the Pręſect de Vic this Cam- 
Paign. | | 


In the mean while he underſtood that the 

Count de Foridi was raiſing Forces to withſtand 
him: He was the more perplexed, as he re- 
. Ceived certain Information of that Lord being 
encouraged, and underhand ſeconded by one of 
the two principal Officers, who at that Time 
roverned for the Pope the Dominions of the 

hurch; and that the Prefect John de Vic was ſup- 
ported by the other. 1 = 


Of theſe two Officers of the Pope, one was 
Peter du Pin, whom Clement VI. in a Letter 
which he wrote to him that Year, appointed 
Vice-Rector of St. Peter's Patrimony in Tu/- 
cany; he upheld John de Vic. The other,whoſe 
Name is not mentioned, and who underhand 
ſupported the Count de Fondi, governed under 
the Title of Count of the Roman Provinces. 
It was generally thought that theſe Officers 
acted in this Affair without Orders from the 
Pope, particularly the Count's Supporter, who 
had no other View than that of obliging the 
Cardinal Ceccano, to whom Count Fendi was 
nearly related: At leaſt it was aſſured that it 
was two Months after theſe Troubles the Vice- 
Rector received Orders from the Pope - we 
| 9 imſe 


PPP 4 
himſelf upon his Guard againſt any Surprize 
from Rienzi, by which it appears, that till that 
Time the holy Father had not miſtruſted him 


o 


or prepared againft him as an zany... - > 


Nevertheleſs the Tribune, who judged the 
Pope's Intention, by the Sentiments he con- 
ceived himſelf of the Pope, and perfuaded that 
Clement looked upon him as a dangerous Man, 
perſuaded himſelf that the Lieutenants by his 
Orders encouraged the two rebel Lords: And 
as the Regard which he had at all Times af- 
feed for the Authority of the Sovereign Pon- 
tiff, gave him a Right to expect Aſſiſtance, he 
determined to ſend his Complaints, in ſuch a 
Manner however, as without prejudicing his 
Holineſs, ſhould fall only on the Lieutenants in 
ltah. 5 HR 


E 


He ſent a Letter, dated Faly 7, 1347, to the 
Pope, which Letter alone is ſufficient to give a 
juſt Idea of the ſurprizing Genius and , Boldneſs 
of this Perſonage: To behold a Man at the 
very Time he is exhauſting himſelf in Proteſ- 

_ tations of Attachment to the Church and Pope, 

whom he acknowledges his Sovereign, not only 

avowing Facts, which carry an abſolute Inde- 

pendance of all ſuperior Power, and making of 

no Account the Pope himſelf by his Encroach- 

ments upon his Authority, but even perſuadin 

| himſelf that all his Undertakings proceede | 
from a divine Inſpiration and the Motion of the 

holy Thoſe 77 > . £28 


* 


He began in Terms full of Reſpect, the me 
| toly Father and maſt clement Lord, which he often 
| repeated. 
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repeated. But if by the Expreſſion Lord, which 
denotes Sovereignty, he pretended to acknow- 
ledged that of the Pope, he immediately can- 
celled it by other Expreſſions and Titles which 
he arrogated to himſelf. For to the uſual Date 
of the Month and Year, he added, the firft 
Year of the Republic's Deliverance, and ſtyled him- 
ſelf Nicholas ſevere and clement ; Tribune of Li- 
berty, Peace and TFuſlice, and the illuſtrious De- 
liverer of the ſacred Roman Republic. His whole 
Letter was of a Piece. Whenever he mentioned 
gs of Rome or the People to the Pope, 
he ſtyled them, Your City of Rome. — Your © 
* great City. — Your Romans. Your ſacred Ro- 
mans. But at. the ſame Time let him know, 
that this ſame City of Rome, theſe ſame Ro- 
mans, had taken an Oath to defend the Govern- 
ment, which he had eſtabliſhed according to 
thoſe Regulations, that the Holy Ghoft had inſpi- 
red him to draw up, for the Honour and Rafpect 
due to the Church of Rome and his Holineſs. 


After giving a long Detail.of the Reſtitution 
of the Places and Forts poſleſſed by the petty 
'Tyrants ; the taking away of the Grandees 
Barriers and their Arms; and his other Ex- 
ploits; he informed his Holineſs that he had 
raiſed the Duty upon Salt, which before was 2 
mere Trifle, to the Sum of three hundred thou- 
ſand Florins; an exorbitant Sum in thoſe Days ! 
And that he had alfo revived an antient Tribute 
of one Carline and Four-pence for Fixing, which 
had not been paid a long Time ſince, Thanks 
ſaid he, to the good Governors of the City for that! 
This News would not have been ſo diſagree- 
able to the Pope, if Rienzi in the 3 

| | | Which 
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which he gave of the Finances and their In- 
creaſe, had acquainted his Holineſs that it was 


for his Benefit; but alas! the Application of 
them the Tribune reſerved for himſelf. | 


In every Account of his Actions to the Pope 
he made the Holy Ghoſt their Author. The 
Name of the Holy Ghoſt was uſed in every Phraſe, 
with a ſmall Variation only of his Attributes. 
© So great is the Grace, ſo great is the Good- 
© neſs, ſo great is the Clemency, fo great is the 
© Inſpiration, ſo great is the Aſſiſtance, the Fire 
and Fervour of the Holy Ghoſt, who en- 
lightned and animated him (he ſaid) in all his 
Deſigns. | | 2 | 


But to come to the principal Motive of this 
Letter, he made high Can not only of 
the manifeſt Partiality of the two Lieutenants of 
the Pope in Favour of his Enemies, but alſo of their 
bad Conduct, and their Prevarication in the Ex- 
ecution of Juſtice, Having called John de Vic 
an Enemy to God, and the holy Apoſtles St. 
Peter and Paul, whoſe Cauſe (ſaid he) I will 


eſpouſe, and a Traitor and Rebel to the Pope's 


facred Romans, as well as to his Perſon and Go- 
vernment; he informed his Holineſs of the = 
tence he had pronounced in full Senate againſt 
him, and that he actually kept him cloſely beſieged 
0 eg He thus addreſſed himſelf to the Holy 

een... | 2, a 


IT is aGrief to me to tell, much more to un- 
L dergo the Obſtacles I meet with, from the 
Perſons I expected Favour and Support. The 
Rector of the * of St. Peter in Tuſcany, 


© buying 
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© burying in Oblivion the Miſchiefs, which that 
* Traytor John de Vic hath brought upon the 
Church of Rome as well as upon his ownPerſon, 
* hath joined in an impious League with him, and 
* without Right or Reaſon furniſhed him with 
* Succours to ſupport his Rebellion againſt the 
© Romans. The Count in the Provinces acts in 
like Manner with the Count de Fondi. 


I ſhould have rejoiced to conceal from your 
© Holineſs the Wickedneſs of theſe two Officers, 
© but the Notoriouſneſs and Evidence of their 
* Crimes will admit of no Screen. Both of them 
© (I call God to Witneſs) have an inſatiable 
© Thirſt after Gold; no Zeal, no Regard for Juſ- 
© tice or the Honour of the Church and your Ho- 
© lineſs, The Rector favours the Attempts and 
© eſpouſes the Intereſt of thoſe Tyrants, who 
poſſeſs themſelves of your Lands and thoſe of the 
Church; inſtead of recalling (as he can and 
© ought to do, if he had the leaſt Regard for your 
© Honour) many poor Families baniſhed: by the 
* Tyrants, he leaves them abandoned and dif- : 
perſed about in other Countries. | 


As to the Count in the Provinces, he for a 
© ſmall Sum abſolved Ne and Cbicci de Cbe- 
© cano, who firſt. robbed and afterwards murdered 
* one of their Parents with twoof their Children. 
He abſolied likewiſe the Count de Fondt, who 

© perfidiouſly and treacherouſly aſſaſſinated Framis 
© de Checano and Reynold de Marole, whom he had 
© invited to dine with him; and who cauſed above 
* an hundred Foreigners to be robbed and inhu- 
© manly killed in his Territories, who were paſ- 


* ſing to Rome, and from thence to Smyrna, * 


— ß 
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the Time of the holy War. The ſame Count 
abſolved alſo Fohn de Piles for one hundred Flo- 
rins the heinous Sin of Parricide. To conclude, 
Angelo de Mont alean, the Count's Brother, is ſet 
out at the Head of four Companies of Horſe 
to aſſiſt the Hungarians againſt the Intereſts of 
the Chu. | 


. © leave it to your Holineſs's Conſideration, 
© (continued the Tribune) whether or not a Con- 
duct ſo guilty becomes thoſe Officers, who com- 
* mand under your Na mae. 


© Let me beſeech your ſacred Clemency then 
© with all Reſpect, Earneſtneſs and Humility, by 
the Affection it bears the City of Rome and all 
© the Provinces appertaining to it, to give ſuch 
Orders to thoſe who command, (whom in Ve- 
* neration of your Holineſs I honour as my Fa- 
* thers) as may wipe away the Scandal, which 
this Diviſion between them and your Romans 
* hath occaſioned, and prevent the like miſchie- 


vous Conſequences for the future.” 


He repeated at the Concluſion of his Letter 
the Confuſion which the two Lieutenants had 
cauſed, and the Danger a Country lies expoſed 


to, when the Maſter of it is Jong abſent. 


© I cannot paſs by in Silence (ſaid he) an abo- 
* minableCuſtom introduced by the aforeſaidGo- 
vernors of the Provinces, Sea - ports and Patri- 


* mony. The ſubaltern Officers quartered in 


the Towns and Caſtles, prevent the Judges in 
thoſe Places executing Juſtice, by compound- 
ing for Murders, Robberies and other Crimes, 

| E 2 ns 2” 
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©with thoſe who commit them; taxing Murder 
© at ten Florins, and the reſt ih Proportion; which 
* triflingRecompence, or to ſpeak more properly, 
© Impunity, is become by the moſt pernicious Ex- 
_ © ample an Incitement to commit them. 


As to the reſt, I freely offer to make good 
© and prove all that I have here advanced, upon 
Pain of Excommunication, and eternal Dam- 
© nation.” | e's 


Having ſent theſe Diſpatches away, Rzenzi 
loſt no time; he made known to his Arm 
that he was coming to join them with fre 
Forces, and carry on the War with greater Vi- 
gour than ever. This was ſufficient to alarm 
the Prefect de Vic. That Governor, who till 
now had never ſtaggered but held out bravely, 
notwithſtanding the Deſolation the Army had 
made in Sight of him, upon Advice of the Tri- 
bune's preparing to come in Perſon againſt him, 
was ſtruck with Terror: The Idea only of the 
Preſence of a Man, who had rendered himſelf 
formidable throughout 1taly, had a much greater 
Effect upon him than the View of the diſmal Ha- 
vock which his numerous Army had made. He 
ſurrendered, and ſent Deputies to the Tribune 
to procure a Peace. The Tribune made the 
ſame Propoſitions he had often ſent to the Go- 
vernor ; which were in Effect, that John 4. 
Vic ſhould come in Perſon to Rome to ſubmit 
himſelf to the People and the Tribune, and ſur- 
render the Caſtle of Reſpanipano; upon theſe 
Conditions he ſhould continue Prefect of i- 
ter bo, and the other Places he poſſeſſed, and be 
i i i ; DE bh 0 
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reſtored to all his Titles and Dignities, which the 


Sentence declared forfeited. ; 


John de Vie, terrified at the invincible Inflex- 
ibility of Rienzi, and the Detenſion of the two 
Lords Stephen Coloma and Jordan de Marin, 
who were kept Priſoners a long Time, ac- 
cepted the Propoſitions without Heſitation. 
In Conformity to this Treaty he ſet out for 
Rome, eſcorted however by ſixty Troopers. He 
entered the Capitol about three o Clock in the 
Afﬀternun; he was very uneaſy, notwichſtand- 
ing his Eſcort, upon ſeeing all the Gates thur in 
an Inſtant, and hearing the Capitol Bell ring to 
call together the People, who aſſembled in a 
Moment. The Tribune ſoon put him in heart 
again. He ſummoned his Senate, (as he uſed 


to call theſe Sort of Farces) on Purpoſe to ſhev- 


the Governor the Grandeur of the Romans and 
the Dignity of the Tribune. He acquainted 
them, that 2% de Vic had voluntarily ſubmitted 
to the People; upon which Account he again in- 
veſted him in the Prefecture of Viterbo, and re- 
ſtored to him his other Prerogatives, chat he 
* ſeem to hold all from the Tribune, who 
had the Power to confer or take away Places 
and Honours. In the mean while he had the 
Policy to detain the Prefect, and continue the 
Blockade at Viterbo, until he was aſſured that 
the Fort Repampans was put into the Hands of 
the Syndic of Rome. DE 


An Accident happened which contributed 
not a little to the Cheats of Rienzi, who would 
have paſſed for a Man inſpired from above; 
and the Folly of the People in believing that he 

| E 3 " Was 
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their Requeſt. He arrived at Rem the 


was ſo. The Night before the Agreement with 
the Governor of Herbe, as the Tribune ſlept on 
one of his ſuperb Beds, which equalled in Mag- 
T:xicence thoſe of ſovereign Princes, being in 
his firſt Sleep, he cried out with a loud Voice 
leave me, leave me.“ His Valets de Chambre 
run: Where is my Lord? What will you be 
+ pleafed, Sire, to have ?* He awaked : Nothi 
ſaid he, 1 was dreaming; methought a Mon 
in white came to me, and ſaid; take the 
* Rock of Neſpampano : I yield it to you: Upon 
* which he ſqueezed my Hand, which made me 
*.cry out in that Manner.“ This Dream was ve- 


T:hed in every Reſpect the next Day. Among 
| the Beſieged at Viterbo, there was a Knight cal- 


led Brother Heuto d. Aſßſe, of the Order of Hoſ- 
pitalers, a Man ſingularly renowned for Virtue. 


Ihe Monaſties of all Orders, moved with the 


Devaſtations the Army made in the Country, 
c arneſtly beſeeched him to interpoſe, and en- 
deavour to bring about an Accommodation be- 
tween the Romans and the Prefect of Viterbo; 
they prevailed with him at length to „ 

Day 
after the Dream, at the very Time Rienz 
was fitting in his Tribunal and giving Au- 
dience to the People, who filled the whole Mar- 
ket Place. Brother Aeuto appeared at the 
Corner of the Street, cloathed in White, riding 
on an Aſs with white Houſing, carrying in hig 
Hand and upon his Head Olive Branches in 


" Tokens of Peace, and ſurrounded by a vaſt 


in my Dream: The Compliments paid him 


Multitude of People. As far diſtant as the 
Tribune was, he cried out, Behold the Monk 


upon 
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pon this Occaſion: were amazing; the infatu- 
2 Romans believed the Knight to be the 
identical Monk in the Dream, who ſaid to Ri- 
enzi, take the Rock of - Reſpempane z I yield it to 
you. The Knight returned ſoon aſterwards, 
the Caſtle was ſurrendered, the Raman Ar- 


my returned in Triumph, and like the Knight 


crowned with Olive Branches. 


It was not without reaſon the Tribune was 
ſo reſolutely bent upon the Poſſeſſion of this 
Fortreſs. He knew well that other important 
Places would immediately ſubmit to his. Ci- 
tation upon the Surrender of it; that when 
they underſtood the only Man, who had dared 
to hold his Head up, had been obliged to throw 
himſelf at his Feet, they would follow im- 
mediately his Example. Thus within the 
Space of a few Months he put in Execution 
his eighth Regulation, in regard to the forti- 
hed Places, which he wanted to be ſole Maſter 
of in the Name of the People; a Regulation 
accounted chimerical and impraRticable by all 
Men of Senſe. | This Expedition was the more 
conſiderable, as it produced the Submiffion of 
the Count de Fondi, who, notwithſtanding he 
was underhand (as was before 'obſerved) ſup- 
ported by the Count in the Provinces, was un- 
able to withſtand the Forces of Jobn Colonna, 
whom the Tribune ſent againſt him; and ſur- 
rendered himſclf with the Countries .he gover- 
ned, as the Prefect of Viterbo had done 


Rienzi, in bringing theſe Places under, his 
SubjeCtion, rendered himſelf as powerful with- 
out the Walls of Rome, as he already had with: 
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in. He was now ſo formidable, that no Lord, 
however rich or numerous his Houſe, preſumed 


to make the leaſt: Oppoſition, He made all 


tze Grandees of Rome tremble. He placed them 
at certain Hours in their Ranks at his Court, 
where they appeared in his Preſence with an Hu- 


mility that drew Pity even from the People, who 


ſome Months before had felt the ſevere Effect 
of their Pride and Cruelty. He built a mag- 


nificent Chapel in the Capitol, encompaſſed 


with iron - Rails; he kept a numerous Clergy, 
who celebrated Maſs with the utmoſt Pomp and 
Solemnity : Rienzi in this Chapel was ſeated on 


a Throne, with the Keman Nobility before him, 


a ways ſtanding with their Arms croſſed upon 
their Breaſt. Fear and Intereſt made them all 


his Levee. Even thoſe whoſe Places kept them 
at a Diſtance from Rome, were not leſs earneſt 
in making their Court to him: The Governor 
of Viterbo, for whom the Tribune had ſhewn ſo 
little Regard, to convince him of his Reſpect 
and Attachment, ſent his Son with a ſuperbe 
| Equipage to live near his Perſon as a Pledge of 
his Fidelity. CE HH 


Women, whoſe Husbands are elevated to a 
ſuperior Rank in the World, generally aſſume an 
Air of Grandeur even ſuperior to them: The 
Conſort of Rienzi, whoſe Youth and Beauty ad- 
ded to the Splendour of her Fortune, on her 
part maintained with more Magnificence the 
Rank in which the Elevation of her Husband had 
fixed her. Whenever ſhe appeared in Public, 
if ſhe went no farther than St. Peter's Church, 
| ſhe was attended by a Court more brilliant my 

wy 0 8 that 


7 to him, and attend at the appointed times 
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that of R'enzi. A Train of Ladies of the firſt Qua- 
lity followed her, as her Ladies of Honour; a Troop 
of young Gentlemen in Arms eſcorted her, and 
a Number of young Ladies walked: before her 
with Fans in their Hands to prevent the Heat 
and the Flies diſcommoding her. The whole 
Family of Rienzi partook of his Fortune. He 
had an Uncle named Barbieri, who was in re- 
ality a Barber both by Name and Profeflion ; to 
blot out the Ignominy of his Profeſſion, he chan- 
ged his Name to that of Fohn Rofero, and he was 
raiſed to the higheſt Places in the Government: 
He always appeared in Publick on Horſeback, 
accompanied by the Chiefs of Rome, who were 
in Hopes of obtaining Favours of the Nephew by 
their Reſpects ſhewn to the Uncle. Nienzi had 
alſo a Siſter, a Widow, whom the Lord of Ca/- 
tella thought not unworthy to eſpouſe. He ad- 
vanced all his Relations in general according to 
their Degrees of Proximity, and made them 
_ without any Regard to their Capacity or 

erit. ; * 5 7 
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> IENZI had now eſtabliſhed ſo great 
2 Reputation over al by his un- 
wearied and upright Adminiſtration of 

". Juſtice, that all Principalities and Pow- 
ers, the moſt remote, appealed to his Tribunal 
a univerſal Judge: A Character he ſupported 
with uncommon Di uy: At bis firſt Summons 
both Plaintiff and Defendant left their Habita- 
tions and Eftates to throw themſelves at his 
Feet: His Decrees were looked upon as Ora- 


* 83 1 82 1 2 8 =. 1 "of 
34 44 S 44 


T7 © The Converticy,” 


cles, from whence there could be no Appeal. 
The guilty Foreigner received from him a Pe- 
nance equal to that of his own Subjects. A 
Jet immenſely rich was murdered by a. Pe- 
* without the leaſt Diſcovery or Suſpicion 
of the Murder; the Affair was brought before 
the Tribune as the Solomon of the Age. Num- 
bers of unfortunate Foreigners, baniſhed by Fac- 
tion their native Country, threw themſelves in- 
to his Arms, and implored his Intereſt to be re- 
ſtored: He gave them his Promiſe, and he ful- 
filled it. The Roads of Rgme were Night and 
Day filled with Travellers, ſome to plead be- 
fore him their Cauſes, ſome to partake of the 
Benefit of Trade and Commerce, which he had 
happily revived, and others merely to gratify 
their Curioſity in ſeeing a Man who governed in 
fo wonderful a Manner. The Inns of Ren- 
were neither large nor numerous enough to en- 
tertain the vaſt Multitudes that flocked from all 
Parts: Victuallers were obliged to rebuild their 
Houſes, laid almoſt in Ruins by the Confuſion of 
the preceding Adminiſtration. The Affluence 


of the Merchants plainly | demonſtrated the flou- 


riſhing Condition the Tribune had flattered, him- 
ſelf he ſhould procure for them. Many noble 
though unfortunate Exiles appeared again, and 
enjoyed the Bleſſings of a Tranquility they had 
long ſince been Strangers to. 


44 5 FFF ; "Fa 
The Tribune, fluſhed with his Succeſs, judg- 
ed no time ſo proper as the preſent to make him- 
ſelf in Appearance, what he undeniably was in 
reality, abſolute Maſter. Although the Pope's 
Vicar, whom he had politickly deſired for his 
Aſſociate in the Government, had * 
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taken the leaſt Umbrage at his Proceedings, 
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he declared he could no longer ſuffer that good 


Prelate to adminiſter with him: Deſirous always 


of managing the Holy Father, he at the ſame 


time ſent an Ambaſſador to Avignon, to acquaint 


that Court with the prodigious eſs of what 


he was pleaſed to call the Good Eſtabliſpment. 
The Pope and Cardinals were ſo ſurprized at 


the Information, that the Ambaſſador on his 
Return aſſured Rienzi they could not perſuade 
themſelves it was true ; if it was, that it car- 
ried at leaſt every Appearance of a Miracle. 
But the News which came from all Quarters, 
and the Splendour of the numerous Embaſſies 
at Rome from all the Countries of lach, as well 
as the Kingdoms adjacent, ſoon removed their 
Doubts, and ſet the Matter beyond all Diſ- 
pute. | 


It was not the exiled, the oppreſſed only, who 
came to plead at the Tribunal of Nienzi. States, 


Republics, and crowned Heads made at the 


ſame Bar their Appearance. The Ambaſſadors, 
who arrived at Rome almoſt at the ſame time, 
gave ſuch a Luſtre to the Glory of the Tribune, 
as cauſed the Remans to imagine the Time was 
now approaching, when Rome, (according to 


his Predictions) ſhould behold Kings laying down 


on Heaps their Scepters, and acknowledging her 
to be the Seat of . There was no con- 


fiderable State in Nat but ſent an Ambaſſador 


extraordinary. Florence, Arrezo, Velletri, Trivoli, 
Fologni, &c. Every Ambaſſador was of the 
a Diſtinction by Birth, Merit and Know- 


ledge. All offered the Romans, in the Perſon of 
the T ribune, from their reſpeQive Maſters, _ 
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and Money for the Benefit of the Good Eſtabl;þ- 
ment. Such Effect had a Term Nienzi had re- 
ſounded over Europe upon its Potentates ! Pe. 
ruſa ſent two Ambaſſadors for each of its Cinque 
Ports, all of the firſt Quality, and attended each 
by ten Soldiers, who formed a ſort of little Ar- 
my, and often ſhined at the Tournaments of 


*, #lorence no leſs diſtinguiſhed herſelf by the 
Magnificence of her Embaſly. The Republic 
of Venice ſent a Letter ſealed with Lead, wherein 
ſhe offered all her Subjects and Poſſeſſions to 
that Idol, the Good Eſtabliſhment : The Tyrant 
of Milan, Luchins Viſconti, joined Heart and 
, and determined to follow the Plan, in or- 
der to ſurpreſs the Power of his own Nobility, 
yet proceed with Prudence and Caution. It 
was particularly remarkable that Gaeta, wil- 
ling to free herſelf from the Pope's Dominion, 
ſent the Tribune a Preſent of ten thouſand Flo- 
rins, which he accepted without the. leaſt Scru- 
ple or Heſitation. A Proof ſufficient, notwith- 
ſanding all his Proteſtations, of his Regard for 
the Court of Avignon. |  _. 1. 


The Tribune found not at firſt the ſame fa- 
vourable Diſpoſitions in ſome of the other petty 
Tyrants of Lombardy. The Governor. of Bau- 
lougne, the Marquis of Ferrara, the Governors 
of Verona and Mantua, and ſeyeral more, had at 
firſt ſent Couriers only without any Regard; 
but afterwards. upon mature Deliberation on all 
that had paſſed, they ſent their Ambaſſadors 
with the ſame Pomp and the ſame Offers as the 
— ·—·ů ² -u 15 
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The Embaſſy of the Emperor, although a pri- 
vate one, was more honourable than all the 
Reſt for Rienxi, upon Account of the Eſteem and 
Confidence of ſo puiſſant à Monarch. Lewis 
Duke of Bavaria had (as we have obſerved be- 
fore) been excommunicated by the Pope the 
preceding Year, and ſeen his Rival Charles of 
Luxembourg nominated. Ph his - Holineſs Em- 
peror, and who by the Death. of his Father 
King Fohn, killed at the Battle of Creſy the 
26th of Auguſt 1346, became King of Be- 
bemia. | F en few att: 
The Duke. of Bavaria, tired with the trou- 
| bleſome Life he had led for the Space of thirty- 
two Years ſince his Election, occaſioned by his 
Diviſions with the Popes in Germany and {tah, 
made new Efforts to bring about a Reconcile- 
ation with the holy See. He conceived an high 
Opinion of Rienzi, and made Choice of him as 
his moſt efficacious Mediator with Clement VI. 
to procure a ſincere Accommodation, and take off 
his Excommunication. which he had ſent by the 
Hands of his Ambaſſadors. We ſhall ſee pre- 
ſently with what Air the Tribune undertook the 
Management of this Affair, vainly imagining 
himſelf the Arbiter of every Prince . Po» 


tentate. 


Two crowned Heads -courted his Protec- 
tion, and ſubmitted to his Arbitration. But 
of all the Embaſſies he had yet received, none 

yielded his Glory fo great a Luſtre as that ſent 
him about the Beginning of October, upon Oc- 
alen of the tragicat, Death vf Andrew King 
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88 The ConsriRacy | 
of Naples. Before we relate an Event ſo memo- 
rable to Poſterity, and glorious to Nienzi, it is 
highly neceſſary to go back to thoſe that hap- 
pened ſome time before, N 


Robert King of Naples died on the 19th of 
January, 1343, in the eightieth Year of his Age, 
and thirty-third of his Reign. * He was, (fays 
© Villam) the wiſeft King the Chriſtian World 
© had beheld for five Centuries paſt. A Prince 
© of vaſt Senſe and Knowledge, a great Divine 
and an excellent thiloſopher ; he was a kind 
< Maſter, a Lover of his People; endowed with _ 
© every Virtue ; he was indeed in his old Age 

© ſomewhat covetous; yet that Foible wa 


© excuſable upon Account of the Wars of $ 

© which he was deſirous of recovering. Such a 
Lover of the Sciences, that being one Day 
©* rallied for a Tafte ſo uncommon in Princes, 
© he replied, he would ſooner renounce his 
© Crown than his Book.“ 


As his Son the Duke of Calabria was dead, 
who left Iſſue two Daughters very young; Re- 
zert on his Death—bed thought to cut a maſterly 
Stroke of Policy, and reſtore his Kingdom to 
the Children, of Charobert, who was of an 
elder Branch and King of Hungary, by mar- 

ing theſe two po Princefles to the Sons of 
as onarch. The one of them, whoſe Name 
was Andrew, he ſent for to his Court, and gave 
dim in Marriage the Princeſs ones preſumptive 

Heireſs to the Kingdom of Naples, upon Con- 
dition that the Crown ſhould deſcend to the 
{ge Princeſs, if the eldeſt ſhould happen 
to dic without Iſſue, and that Prince 8 
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whom he had created Di of Calabria, ſhould 
by no Means be proclaimed King, nor his 
Princeſs Queen, till he had attained to the Age 
of twenty-two, and ſhe to that of twenty-five. 
Robert died and left a vaſt Freaſure to the Prin- 
ceſs Fane and her Conſort for whom ſhe had 
no Love. Robert had left the Adminiſtration 
of the Kingdom to his ſecond Wife Sanche of 
Arragon, (who retired ſoon after to a Convent) 
Philip Biſhop of Cavaillon, and other Lords. 
Ambition and the Power of a Crown ſoon em- 
barraſſed that Court, "deprived of an old gens.) 
who had long governed it, devoted to a wicke 
Miniſtry, 4 by a young Queen and her Siſter, 
and further embroiled by Clement VI. who pre- 
tended that the Government of the Kingdom 
of Naples belonged to him by Right during the 
Minority of Queen Fane. He ſent thither Car- 
dinal Americus de Chatelus his Legate in Itah, 
after he had declared by a Bull dated in No- 
vember 28, 1343, that King Robert had no 
Power to nominate the Guardians of Queen 
Juone, at leaſt not for the Time ſpecified in his 
Will, that what he had done was invalid, and 
that upon Pain of Excommunication, he char- 
ged the Adminiſtrators nominated not to ac- 
cept of the Charge. During theſe Troubles 
Charles de Duras, by Means of his Uncle Car- 
dinal de Talayrand, obtained a Diſpenſation 
from the Pope to eſpouſe the Princeſs Mary, 
Siſter to the young Queen his Relation, who by 
the Will of Robert was defigned for Lewis, 
eldeſt Son of the King of Hungary: But the 
Ambition of Charles, who by this Marriage 
would have cleared 3 Way to the Throne with- 
out the leaſt Regard to the Will of Robert, = | 
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him ſoon afterwards a Life, as he was ſuppoſed 
to be concerned in the Murder of Andret, in or- 
der to mount himſelf there upon, which horrid 
Crime and bloody Tragedy it was alſo thought 
his Uncle the Cardinal gave a Sanction to. Be 
that as it may, it is certain that Queen Jane 
gave her Conſort a perpetual Uneaſineſs. Her 
outh, her Imprudence, her light Behaviour, 
and the Intrigues of her Court, contributed to 
make his Marriage unhappy, and cauſe him to 
fall a Victim at the Age of nineteen, on Sep- 
tember 18, 1345. The King was as ready as 
the Count was averſe to go to the Bed of the 
Queen his Conſort: He was called away upon 
ſome Pretence of Buſineſs of Conſequence. He 
was obliged to come through a Gallery where 
were ſeveral Lords with their Officers. He had 
ſcarcely come out of his Wife's 4 partment, be- 
fore they ſuddenly ſhut the Door upon him, and 
ſeized his Perſon. EE 5 


One Aſſaſſin gagged his Mouth to prevent 
his Outcry, a ſecond threw a flip Knot over 
his Head, while a third pulled him by the Feet. 
No Cruelty was omitted to haſten the Death of 
is unfortunate Prince. 'The Murderers threw 
him out of the Window in order to bury the 
Body immediately, that their Guilt might be 
' concealed; but were prevented by a Domeſtic 
an Hungarian, who ſaw them and made an 
Outcry, which obliged them to make off with-. 
out executing their Deſign. The Queen was 
univerſally ſuſpected of being an Accomplice in 
this black Affair, but never proved ſo. Several 
Hiſtorians have accuſed her; ſeveral have juſ- 
tified her. Thoſe who have accuſed her — 
; ten 


. 


— 
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Ani or 
tend that one Day, when ſhe was twiſting a 


String of Gold and Silk, her Husband 'asked _- 


her, for whom ſhe was making that, ſhe replied 
to ſtrangle you, my Dear: A Reply, that had 
no great Probability cf Earneſt, but ſeemed ra- 
ther a Banter. King Andrew might give ſome 
Reaſon for Diſlike in a Court ſo widely different 
from that of Hungary, wherein he had been edu- 
cated. He let fall after this Incident ſome Me- 
naces in Preſence of the Queen and ſome Lords 
of the Court, whereby he intimated, that as 
ſoon as he was crowned, he ſhould take Re- 
venge on- all thoſe, who had before offended 
him. But without entering farther into the 
Diſcuſſion of an Intrigue, which muſt always re- 
main in Obſcurity, it is ſufficient to ſay, that this 
grand Event became the Diſcourſe of all Eu- 
rope, and procured for Rienzi a Character the 
moſt glorious for a Sovereign, that of being Ar- 
biter of the Differences ſubſiſting between the 
Princes of the Earth his Cotemporaries. | 


Lewis of Anjou, firſt of that Name, King of 
Hungary 'and Brother of Andrew, ſent to the 
Tribune two Ambaſladors to notify the ſolemn 
Embaſſy he was preparing to ſend to him, to 
make Intereſt with him and the People-of Rome 
for Vengeance upon the Murderer of King An- 
drew, and to put the Affair entirely into his 
Hands by appointing him'the Judge. The Tri- 
bune, elevated to the higheſt Degree at a Depu- 
tation of ſuch Importance, reſolved to grant an 
Audience in ſo diſtinguiſhing a Manner, as 
ſhould convey to his. own Peo A and Foreigners 
the grandeſt Ideas of the Maj y of his Tri- 
bunal, It was on a Saturday, the uſual * 
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| came to adminiſter. Juftice to the Public, and in- 
Ai Penalties on Tranſgreſſors; he appeared with 


a Crown and a leaden Sceptre with a Globe and 


Croſs. When the two Ambaſſadors, who were 
. dreſſed in green Velvet and were Perſons of 
Quality, were brought before the Tribune, 


he began his Diſcourſe from the laſt Verſe of the 


5 ninety-ſixth Pſalm. For he cometh to judge 


the Farth, and with Righteouſneſs to judge the 
* World, and the People with his Truth.“ Up- 


on which he expounded to the Romans He ac- 


quainted them with the Cauſe of this Embaſſy, 
and the Importance of an Affair, wherein 2 
great King ſent to demand Juſtice for the Al- 


1affination of a ſovereign Prince his Brother, 


be Queen of Naples ſhewed no leſs Eager- 
neſs to engage him. She ſent her Ambaſſador 


with Letters full of Courteſy to Rienzi, and a 


private Preſent of five hundred Florins and ſeve- 
ral Jewels to his Conſort, to engage her to pre- 
vail with him to favour her Cauſe. Charls 

Duke de Duras, who was in the Intereſt of the 
Queen, and who was accuſed by the King of 
e of having been the principal Author of 
the 


eath of his Brother, ſent likewiſe to im- 


plore his Protection, and made great Offers to 


him in a moſt obliging Letter, which was thus 
addreſſed, To our deareſt Friend.“ But Lew: 


Prince of Taranto, who was the moſt intereſted. 
in this unhappy Affair, having taken in ſecond 


DN Queen Fane, a Year after the Murder 
of Andr 


Train of his Ambaſſadors. His Embaſſy was 


ew, exceeded all in the Quality and 
compoſed of one Archbiſhop of the Order of 


St. Francis, a great Divine, one Nobleman 


Knight 
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Knight of the golden Spur, and one Magiſtrate 
diſtinguiſhed by his Robes, with a numerous 
Retinue, in fine Liveries, made at Rome a moſt 
ſplendid Appearance. | —_. + 8 5 7 


The Archbiſhop, admitted to an Audience in 
preſence of the People, took for his Text the 
firſt Verſe of the twelfth Chapter of the firſt 
Book of Maccabtes, Now when Jonathan ſaw 


that the Time ſerved him, he choſe certain 


© Men, and ſent them to Rome, for to confirm 
© and renew the Friendſhip that they had with 
them.“ He made an artful Allegory and a pro- 
per Application of the whole Chapter, after 
which he complimented the Tribune upon the 
good Eftabliſhment, to which he offered, on "the 
Part of his Maſter, to contribute; he told him 
the Motives of his Journey, and implored the 
Aid of the Romans againſt the Efforts of the 
King of Hungary. The Tribune, who was as 
well verſed in the Scripture as the Prelate, an- 
ſwered every Part of his Allegory with a Viva- 


city that amazed the Archbiſnop. Upon taking 


leave he could not refrain from declaring, that 
Rienzi was a moſt incomparable Man for Know- 


ledge, Memory and'Wiſdom. . 


It was certainly a'Glory to him, to have ſuch 

a Cauſe as this brought before his Tribunal, 
and be tried in Preſence of the Romans. The 
Tribune was ſitting {on his Seat of Juſtice, as 
choſen and acknowledged Judge by two crowned 
TR On one Side were ee of 1 
or t 2 of ary, who with great Elo- 

quence ſet forth the horrid' Attempt . upon 
the Perſon of the King of W 
ä 8 rince 
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Prince, whoſe Virtues rendered him worthy of a 
better Fate. They pleaded in the moſt pathe- 
tic Terms that he had been drawn to Naples 
againſt his own Inclination; that as ſoon as he 
arrived, in a Manner his Wife was torn from his 
Arms under falſe Pretences, but with all Ap- 
pearance of a Deſign premeditated. That the 
Queen, his Wife, had artfully been prevailed up- 
on, by ſhutting the Door upon him, to put him 
in the Power of his Aſſaſſins. That five or 
fix of the principal Lords of the Court were 
actually ſeen in that fatal Gallery, where the 
unfortunate Prince was ſtrangled. That as ſoon 
as they had executed their impious Purpoſes, 
they threw the royal Body out of the Window, 
vainly imagining to bury with it their own In- 
famy. But Providence, that never ſuffers Crimes 
ſo monſtrous to paſs unpuniſhed, permitted 
an Hungarian to be an Eye- Witneſs of that diſ- 
mal Spectacle, and prevent by his 8 
the Aſſaſſins burying the innocent and ſpot! 


They endeavoured afterwards to demonſtrate 
in a Manner that appeared very plauſible: That 
it was impoſſible to juſtify the Queen from hav- 
ing embrued her Hands in ſome Meaſure in her 
Husband's Blood: That ſhe could not be utter- 
ly ignorant (not to mention the premeditated De- 

gn) of that barbarous Attack; that the Cir- 
eumſtances of the Day, the Hour, the Place, 
the Aſſaſſins, all plead againſt her; and ſtill 
more particularly her amazing Negligence in not 
ſearching out ol bringing to — iſhment the 

Actors of that bloody Tragedy. They omitted 
no Argument (as is uſual in Cauſes of leſs Im- 
THER portance) 


ortance) to inſiſt upon Circumſtances, when 
Proof are wanting; upon Words of double 


Meaning; upon the Behaviour of a Widow af- 
ter the Deceaſe of her Husband: That the 


Queen had ſcarcely the Decency to wait the 


Expiration of the uſual Time of Mourning; no 


ſooner were the twelve Months elapſed, but 
ſhe married again. They concluded with Ad- 
dreſſes to the Tribune, that they were perſua- 
ded he could not fo far contradict the high Re- 
putation he had gained over all Nations for Up- 
rightneſs and Juſtice, as to countenance a Trea- 


ſon ſo foul and ſhocking to the Ears of all Men: 


That in the high Place he filled with ſo much 


Dignity, he could not help ſeconding the juſt 


Vengeance, which the King. of Hungary was 
preparing to take upon the Heads of the Aſſaſſi- 
nation of his innocent Brother and King: That 
it would tend to his Glory to aſſemble all his 
Forces; by which Europe, now waiting with Im- 
patience the Iſſue of this important Cauſe, 


would be convinced that Crimes like this of mur- 


dering crowned Heads, had no Enemy ſo formi- 


dable as himſelf. 


On the other Side thoſe of Council for Queen 


Jane, ſet forth the moving Caſe of this un- 
happy young Princeſs, whoſe Crown they want- 


ed to take away: That ſhe lamented much her 
Fate in — an Husband fall, who ought to 
have been her Support: to be reduced to the 
eruel Neceſſity of demonſtrating her Innocency, 
of a Crime, which occaſioned all her Misfor- 
tunes, and to find herſelf anſwerable for the 
Caprice and Perfidy of his Subjects: That ſhe 
well knew with what Eye of Jealouſy the —_ 
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of Hungary looked upon the Crown of Naples du- 
ring the Life of King Robert; that the Diſſen- 


tions upon this Account were rather ſuſpended 
than ſmothered during a Reign ſo long and hap- 


Py 3 that therefore ſhe prudently determined to 
reconcile all Pretenſions and keep the Sceptre | 


in'the Family, by conſenting to marry Andrew 
of the elder Branch ; that this Marriage was fo 
eeable to their mutual Intereſt, that it wa 
moſt aſtoniſhing even to ſuſpe& ſhe could ſacri- 
fice her Crown, in ſacrificing him who was its 
Protector and Guardian: That it was ſhame- 
ful to imagine b among thoſe little Gay- 

eties and juvenile Pa 
innocent in a Court, where Politeneſs and re- 
fined Taſte were as conſpicuous, as Formality and 
Aufterity in that of Hungary : That the whole 
Kingdom, but particularly the City of Naple, 
were Witneſſes of her unfeigned Sorrow ard Af- 
Aiftion : That they were ſenſible of the Or- 
ders ſhe iſſued for the'apprehending and pun'ſh- 
ing the Aſſaſſins by a particular Commiſſion: 
That if ſhe hadiafter.a Year's Widowhood mar- 
ried again, it was merely out of Regard and Love 
for the Kingdom deprived of its Sovereign, and 
to put the Sceptre into Hands capable of holding 
it with Dignity and maintaining it againſt its 
Enemies: That all theſe Suppoſitions, by the 
maſterly Strokes of Art converted to Realities, 
were the Reſult only of the Envy, Hatred and 
Ambition of Letuis, who coy her Crown: 
Vet ſhe was in Hopes Heaven would not yet 
abandon: her, and that the Tribune, raiſed by 
Providence to be the Azyle of injured Innocence, 
would not ſuffer an unfortunate young Princels 
to be oppreſſed; who had no other Crime than 
| 8 | | n 


ſtimes, which were moſt 
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an envied Crown, no other Enemy than an 
ambitious Brother-in-Law, and no other Re- 
ſuge than her Arms, the Equity of her Cauſe; 


Men. 


The Tribune, ſurreunded by bis Officers and 
a crouded Court of Romans, endeavoured to 


plead on both Sides with a Dignity, which the 


Importance of the Cauſe in Queſtion, the Rank 
of the Perſons intereſted, .and the Title of Ar- 
biter they had pleaſed to confer on him, required. 
But he took care not to give Judgment too haſ- 
tily, leſt he ſhould appear partial in an Event, 
which -he refolved to make ſerviceable to his 
vaſt Deſigns, He conſidered, that on the one 
hand to grant Protection to a Princeſs, whom 
the Voice of the People ſeemed to condemn, 
would affect his Honour; and that on the other 
hand to contribute to the Reſentment of the 
King of Hungary, and thereby render a power- 
ful Neighbour formidable, would affect his Po- 
licy : He therefore _ it beſt to declare, that 

equence required a lon- 
ger Time for Deciſion; that he would examine 


with the Chiefs of the Romans the Pleadings our 


both Sides, and after ' pronouncing to which 
Party Juſtice was due, he would with his own 
Arm and all the Forces of the Republic ſupport 
the Judgment pronounced. f | | 


The King of Hungary had already Retourſe 
to Action. He had fent into the Kingdom of 
Naples Count Bons, who'with' ſome Troops poſ- 
leſſed himfelf of Apnila, a Town in the farther* 
Abruzzo, It was this Count, who negociated 
f | Win 


and the Protection of the moſt equitable of all 
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with Rienzi in the Name of the King his Maf- 


ter upon the Affair of Naples. Rienxi obtained 
a Suſpenſion of Arms until the Arrival and Re- 
turn of the Ambaſſador he was preparing' to 


- fend him. He likewiſe ſent to Queen Fane, and 
to the Emperor Lewis of Bavaria, making fine 


Speeches to both, and pretending a ſtrong In- 


clination to conſent to their Requeſts. But if 


Credit is to be given to Clement V Fs Letter the 


Tribune had other Views, than thoſe of ad- 


juſting the Diſputes brought before his Tribunal. 
He was determined to amuſe equally both Par- 
ties, the King of Hungary and the Queen of Na. 
ples, in favour of Lewis of Bavaria, and make 
Uſſe of the one and the other in aggrandizinghim- 
felf. His Policy in amuſing the Queen, was to 
diſpoſſeſs her of her Dominions by the Means 
of her Brother-in- law, upon Condition of her 
paying the Succours, which he had promiſed her 
in a ſecret Treaty for the County of Provence, 
which belonged to that Princeſs, and which for 
the future was to be under the Government of 
the Romans. In regard to the King of Hungary, 
he made a ſecret League with the Emperor 
Lewis for the Conqueſt of Sicihy, which ought, 
according to the Opinion of Nienzi, to deſcend 
to one of the Sons oſ the Emperor. By this 
double Deceit he obtained an Intereſt with 
Lewis of Bavaria, to attain to that Power 
and that Kind of univerſal Monarchy of which 
he had formed the Plan. The Armies were 
Already in Motion to unravel the Schemes, 
-of which the King of Hungary and Queen 

/ ane were the Dupes : Every Spring of this 


moved ſecretly, until all were m_ 
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by the Revolutions, which ſome Time after 


enſued. 


To crown all | theſe Embaſſies, Rienzi about 
the ſame Time received Letters replete with 
Civility from the Pope, who complimented him 
therein upon the good Eflabliſhment. After the 
Example of Clement, the major Part of the 
Cardinals and Prelates at the Court of Avignon 
made him their, Compliments, artfully inſinu- 
ating nevertheleſs, that for the Sake of Piety he 
ſhould take care of the Patrimony of the Church, 


5 


and reſpect her as a good Mother. 


But among all the numerous Embaſſies re- 
ceived from or ſent to all Parts, the Tribune 
gave his Attention as conſtantly for the good 
Order of the City, as at the firſt Days of his Ad- 
miniſtration. Public Safety remained entire. 
| vincerity and Honeſty were found in the Mar- 


Cheating and Tricking were effectually baniſh- 


cheated in his Commodity either in Quantity 
or Quality : The Seller was obliged to declare 
this is good, and this is not. ed the leaſt 
Complaint of the contrary made to the Tribune 
Satisfaction was immediately given. He conti- 
nued inexorable againſt Robbery; ſeldom were 


Caſtle de Capranica, the News ſoon reached 
Reme, Rienzi ſummoned the Count Bertolls, 


his Territories. By ſuch Meaſures as theſe he 
; F2 firmly 


kets, where Fraud and Deceit uſed to triumph ; 


ed: The Purchaſer was ſure he ſhould not be 


any committed ; one however apy ory at the 


Lord of the Caſtle, and laid a vaſt Fine upon him 
for not taking better Care of the Roads within 
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firmly eſtabliſhed good Order, and det other Si 


vereigns ſee, that } oliey is as neeeſſury in à Go- 
vernment as an Army, e 


Nor was his Severity againſt Murder che leaſt 
abated. TwWo Couriers happened to meet at an 
Inn, one of them perceiving the other had Mo- 
ney, killed and robbed him, while he was ſleep- 
ing, and then made his Eſcape; the Murderer 
was ſoon apprehended and brought to Rome; 
he received the Sentence ene by cruel Me 
zence, to be buried alive in the ſame Coffin with 
the Body of the Murdered; which Sentence was 
accordingly executed with the utmoſt Rigour. 
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T was reaſonable to imagine that the Tri- 
bune was now arrived at the Summit of 
Glory; and that having beheld all Italy, 

and crowned Heads proſtrate before him, 

he had nothing more to covet on the Part of 
Ambition. In the mean Time the very Man, 
who was powerful enough to make himſelf ef- 
tee med higher than the Kings he had ſeen plead- 
ing at his Tribunal, had Frenzy enough to be 
e 37 nd made 
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made a Knight; without conſidering. that he 
muſt enter among the Nobility he had humbled, 
lofe in all probability his Credit among the 
People whoſe Rights he maintained, and that 
the Title of Knight muſt be a Diſparagement 
to the Dignity of Tribune. Either from a Sub- 
tlety of Policy, or from an - Intoxication of Pro. 
perity, he made known his Intention, and fixed 
on the firſt of Auguſt for the Ceremony, Pur- 
ſuing ſtill his romantic Notions of antient Gran- 
deur, he fancied that a Number of Feſtivals one 
a ter another equalled the Magnifitence of the 
Triumphs of the old Romans. By theſe pom- 
pous Shews he thought alſo that he ſhould en- 
gage the Ambaſſadors to continue at Rome the 
whole Month of Augu/l. Some Days before 
the Feſtival, which he reſolved to make, he or- 
dered the Palace of Conſtantine, that of the Pope, 
_ and the numerous Apartments of St. John d 
Lateran, to be fitted up. He cauſed a prodigi- 
_ ous Quantity of Tables to be made out of the 
Remainder of the Wood, that had been taken 
from the Noblemen's Houſes; and made Commu- 
nications from one Palace to another for the Ac- 
commodation of the Officers. 


Theſe Preparations drew a mighty Con- 
courſe of People to Rome from the adjacent 
Towns to be Spectators of a Sight fo new. On 
the Day appointed, all the Streets through which 
the Proceſſion was to paſs were lined with Peo- 
ple. It began about three in the Afternoon in 
the following Manner. Firſt, a great Number 
of Horſe, compoſed of all the Ambaſſadors, Fo- 
reigners, and Citizens, Barons and Burghers, 

all richly apparelled, and marching with _ 
| ians 
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ſingns and Muſic, all in. good Order. They 
were followed by a large Company of Masks, 
Dancers and Tumblers, with Timbrels, Bag- 
pipes, and other Inſtruments. Then the Tri- 
bune's Lady on foot, but preceded by two E- 


queries who held the gilded Bits of a moſt ſu- | 


perb Horſe richly caparifoned. She was ac- 
companied -by her Mother, and eſcorted by a 
brilliant Train of Ladies, who attended rather 
through' Fear than Affection. Several Trum- 


peters blowing by turns ſeparated the Proceſſion - 


of the Ladies from that of the "Trikune. Next 
came a Cavalcade of young Gentlemen armed 
with Lances. They diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by the Management of their Hordes, and by the 
various Evolutions they made them perform. 
Twice they threw off their Cloaks for Tilting. 
Atlength appeared the Tribune, with the Pope's 
Vicar on his left: Before him marched four 
Officers, one of them carrying a naked Sword, 
which he held high above his Head; the ſe- 
cond diſplayed the Standard on which was a Sun 


in the middle of Stars, with a Dove carrying in 


his Beak an Olive Branch; the third ſhewed 
the People a Steel Sceptre, which was the Mark 


of the Office of Tribune; and the fourth diſ- 


perſed among the Croud a new Sort of Money, 
which the Tribune had ordered to be coined. 
A Body of | Nobility ſurrounded his Perſon : 
He diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his long Robe of 
white Sattin wrought with Gold, but more by 


' the Air of Majeſty which he diſplayed, among 


a Guard of fifty Men, With this Retinue he 
proceeded to the Church of St. John de Lateran, 
which he made Choice of for the Ceremony of 
his Inſtallation, =» 

F 4 When 
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When he entered at Night, he went up to the 
Chapel of Pope Boniface, from whence he could 
ſee and hear the People. He immediately af- 
ſumed his prophetic, Air, and thus addreſſed them: 
© People who give Ear to me, underſtand, my 

Deſign is this Evening to be made a Knight; 
\ © retire and return to-morrow. - You thall 
hear thoſe Things that ſhall glorify God in 
© Heaven, and give Joy to Men upon Earth. 
This Speech, together with the Novelty of the 
Feſtival, gave the People great Satisfaction. 
Every thing was carried on without Diſturbance, 
except two Men happening to have Words 
drew upon each other, but they preſently 
ſheathed again, and made up the Quarrel; ſuch 
Impreſſian had Fear and Reſpect on the Minds 
of all. When the People withdrew, the Prieſts 
began the Office, after which-the Tribune. per- 
formed an Exploit, which in the End occaſioned 
him much Trouble. He reſolved to take away 
the ſamous marble bathing Veſſel, wherein the 
Emperor Conſiantine bathed himſelf (it is ſaid) 
fte. he had been healed of a Leproſy by Pope 
Huter. This Monument having always ſince 
been deemed ſacred, it was looked upon as an 
indecent Liberty in the Tribune to take it away; 
the Clergy were greatly aſtoniſhed, but they 
were obliged to keep their Murmurs ſecret. 
Upon removing the Veſſel, he made the Che- 
valier Vic Scuotto gird his Sword round. about 
him. To add to this Indecency he committed 
another far greater. He went to Bed in 3 
28 Place of the Church .incloſed by 
Pillars, and called St. John's Font. Upon his 
fiepping into Bed, an Accident happened, which 

n 


in that fuperſtitious Age was looked upon as an 
il Omen. The Bed, eee it was 
entirely new, fell to the Ground under him, 
and in that Condition he was obliged to lay all: 


The next Day in the Morging he put: on's: © Þ J 
purple Robe, and made his Miniſter de Vic. | 
Scuotto gird again his Sword about him, who by ; 
the Force of Gold was ſtrongly attached to him. 
People flocked from all Parts to the Church to 
ſee the Tribune in the new Habit of a Knight, 
His majeſtic Carriage attracted freſh Admiration 
and Reſpect. He was ſeated upon a Throne in 
the Chapple of Pope Baniface, and ſurrounded as - 
; uſual with the principal Officers of his Court, 
) the Rman and foreign Nobility, who were at- 

; tentive to the Wonders he declared to them. 
. He ſuſpended the public Curioſity by an Act of 
| Piety, He cauſed a folemn Maſs to be celebrated: 
4 


with all the Pomp and Grandeur uſual at the Co- 
ronation of Kings: In the middle of the Service 
) h: aroſe from his Seat, and advanced towards 
© thePeople : He then with a loud Voice ſaid, 
hs We ſummon to our Tribunal Pope Clement 
m VI. and order him to come and reſide at 
© Rome, his proper Seat. In like Manner we 
ſummon the whole ſacred. College,” After- 
wards he ſummoned Charles King of Bobemia, 
lately elected Emperor, and Lewis- of. Bavaria 
who had the Title of Emperor; with all the 
EleRors who had proclaimed Charles King of 
the Romans. I ſhould be glad ge he) 
to know from them the Reaſons that induced 
them to ſugh an Election, and upon what 
Foundation they arrogated to themſelves 4 
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„Right which appertains. ſolely to the. Roment, 
who have Time immemorial been Soverei 
* Arbiters of the Empire.” This ſaid, he drew 

his Sword, and flouriſhing it, pointed to three 
Corners of the Globe, crying out aloud at each, 

This is mine, this is mine, this is mine. 


Raymend, the Pope 8 37 1 ha heard the 
Holy Father ſummoned without murm 


and quietly aſſiſted during the whole Wire, | 
at length awakened. He had the Courage to 


proteſt in the Name of the Pope, that what he 

had ſeen and heaid was entirely without his 
Participation and Clement's Conſent. At the 
ſame time he ordered a Notary to. draw a De- 

claration and read it. No ſooner had the No- 
tary began to read, but Rienzi made all the 

Trumpets found, and the Bagpipes and other 
Inſtruments play, which entirely prevented 
the People from w le one e of 
the Proteft, ws 1 


” When Mas was 1d. the 7 invited 
the People to an Entertainment he had prepa- 
bed in the three neighbouring Palaces ; he went 
himſelf to the old Hall of Se John > Lateran, 
He took his-Place at a marble Aale, whereon 
the Popes uſed to dine. He had but two Co- 

vers, one for himſelf, the other for the Biſhop 

cf Orvielo, the Pope's Vicar. The new Knight 
appeared very brilliant in che rich purple Robe 
he was arrayed in; his Hat was trimmed with 

Diamonds. The other Tables, ſet at ſome 
Diſtance from his, were for the Ambaſſadors, 

the Nobility, and the Gentry. The Knight's 

En entertained all the Ladies both e and 

oreign 
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the Apartments below in the. three Palaces were 
filled with the People who choſe to come. 


Not one Perſon was refuſed, all ſat down with- 


out Diſtinction of Age, Condition, or Profeſſion. 
Notwithſtanding the vaſt Multitude, their Ta- 
bles were ſerved in as much Order, as Abun- 
dance and Profuſion. Water was more ſcarce 
than Wine. During the Repaſt a Number of 
Antics and Tumblers danced backwards and 
forwards to divert the Company with their odd 
Geſtures and groteſque Poſtures. The whole 
Entertainment was conducted in a Manner wor- 
thy the greateſt of Princes. At Night the Tri- 


bune returned to the Capitol attended by the 
ſame Cavalcade and in the ſame Order, bighly | 


pleaſed with the Succeſs he promiſed himſe 
from this new Dignity. The next Day to put 
it in Practice, he ordered the Acts of Citation 
azainſt the Pope and the Emperor tobe drawn up 
in Form, and ſent immediately Couriers with 
them to Avignon and Germany. The Act ſent 
to the Emperor, (the only one at preſent to be 
. ) is very curious and ſingular, and is as 
ollows, | a 


* For the Honour and Glory of God I. 
* mighty, the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, the 


bleſled Apoſtles Peter and Paul. and St. John 


* the Baptiſt, in whoſe ſacred Temple we have re- 


* ceived the military Honour of Knighthood; for 

the Honour and R 

' Rome our Mother; for the Proſperity of the So- 

vereign Pontiff 3 for the Advancement of the 

' facred City of Rome, Maly, and all the Chriſtan 

World; We. the new Soldier of the Holy 
F 6 * Ghoſt 


everence of the Church of 
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© Ghoſt, Nicholas ſevere and clement, Deliverer 
© of Rome, Zealot of Italy, Lover of the whole 
* World, Tribune auguſt : Defirous and willi 
* to imitate the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
6 ata; of the antient Romans, make known 
« unto all Men, that from the Time we accepted 
of the high Office of Tribune, the Romans, with 
the Advice of the Judges, Magiſtrates and other 
eminent Perſons, have been ſatisfied that 
have the ſole Right of authorizing Power and 
Dominion upon Earth, and that they have made 
* all n derogatory to that Right, invalid 
and of no Force. SH 


* We therefore by Vittue of this Authoriry 
© and abſolute Power, placed by the Roman, in 
© full Senate in our Hands, that we may not ap- 
£ pear inſenſible of the Inſpiration of the Holy 
s Ghoſt, and the Favours conferred upon us by 
the Remans, and that we may no longer ſuffer 
them to be deprived of their Riphts, do declare 
and pronounce the City of Rome to be the Capi- 
* tol of the World, and the Baſis of Chriftianity, 
and that all and every one of the Cities of [ah 
* are free, and as ſuch ſhall continue, to the End 


t © that they may rejoice, and partake of the pre- 
7 ſent Liberty of Rome. 


© By Virtue of the ſame Authority we pro- 
© teſt and declare, that the Election, Farifdiehon 


and Monarchy of the whole facred Roman Em- 
* pire are lawfully inveſted in the Romans, as we 
| * ſhall at a proper Time ſet forth. In the mean 
Time we ſummon by theſe Preſents all Empe- 
- © rors elect, Kings, Princes, Dukes, Counts and 
- * ethers cf Pre-eminence in the Empire, to appea! 
; | FEE | on 


© on the next Jhitfunday, (the Day we have 
fixed upon before us, and the other Officers of 


ordinary Piece produced. Tt ſeems as if Ri- 
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„our Lord the Pope) in the Church of St. Fohn - 
de Lateran, then and there to make good their 

© Pretenfions. 8 Failure hereof at the ap- 
pointed Time, 20 ſhall be proceeded againſt 

« according to the Rules of Equity and the In- 

© fpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 


© And notwithſtanding the aboveſaid general 
© Summons we cite particularly and perſonally the 
illuſtrious Princes Lewis Duke of Bavaria, and 
© Charles King of Bohemia, ſtiled Emperors elect. 
We cite alſo the Duke of Saxony, the Marquis 
© of Brandenbourg, and the Archbiſhops of Miems, 28 
« Triers, and Cologn to appear in Perſon, at the = 
Time above mentioned, before us and the x 
other Magiſtrates of Rome. Upon Failure 
< hereof they will be proceeded againſt as Cri- 
© minals, who do not appear before the Judge.“ 


At the End of this Act, (taken Word for | 
Word from the Latin) Rienzi declared, that thro' | 
the whole he had no Ways ated derogatory to | 
the Duty he owed the Pope and ſacred College. 

A Contradiction ſufficiently evident. He Fe 

clared alſo, that this Act was accepted, appro- | 

ved of and publiſhed by the Romans aſſembled 5 
in St. John de Lateran the firſt Day of Auguſt = 


1347, in Preſence of the Pope's Vicar, and ma- 
ny Perſons of Diſtinction whom he named, as 
well ecoleſiaſuical as civil. 1 


We ſhall ſee hircafeer the Ee this' extra- 
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as the Regard and Reſpect it of Conſequence 
gave at home to a Man, who dared to cite to 


is Tribunal the greateſt Princes upon Earth, 


even the Pope himſelf. After all, in a Character 
like his, compoſed of Qualities the moſt contrary 
and moſt extravagantly whimſical, governed 
by the Heat of Imagination, agitated alone by 
Caprice; executing the moſt. judicious Under, 
takings without Judgment, and the moſt dan- 
gerous without Courage, it is difficult to diſ- 
cern what Views he could have in theſe kind of 
Enterprizes, wherein appeared more Extrava- 
gance than Policy. To keep the People al- 
ways in Spirits, and amuſe them with new 
Sights, on the Day of Aſumption he appointed 
a new Ceremony, which attracted no leſs their 
Attention than the former. He pretended to 
imitate the antient Tribunes, who cauſed 
themſelves (he ſaid) to be crowned. He went 
on the Day appointed to the Church of St. 7b 
de Lateran, where he was preſented with ſeven 
Crowns in Alluſion to ſeven Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, whoſe Signs and ar bag he impu- 
dently blended with the ſuperſtitious Ceremonies 
of the Pagans. The firſt Crown was Oak, the 
Prior of the Church de Lateran preſented it to 
him, ſaying, * Receive the Crown of the City 
4 for delivering the Citizens from Death.“ The 
Prior of St. Peter's in offering him a Crown of 
Ivy, ſaid, Receive this Ivy, for you have 
Cove Religion.“ The third Crown, which 
was Myrtle, was preſented to him by the Dean 
of St. Pauls, Receive, (ſaid he) the Myrtle, 
for you have obſerved your Duty, loved In- 
© ſtruction, bated Avarice. The Abbot. 7 St. 

PAS. | aut» 


n as 
Laurence without the Walls, paid him the ſame ; 
Compliment in preſenting him the Laurel, 
which he had bleſſed in the Church. The O- 
live was preſented to him by the Prior of St. 
Mary the Great, who ſaid : Humble Man, take 
« this Crown of Olive, for your Humility hath 
made you triumph over Pride.“ The ſixth 
Crown was Silver. The Prior of the Holy 
Ohe in Rocca, put it upon his Head, and gave | 
him the Seeptre in his Hand, ſaying, *. Tribune 
« auguſt, receive the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, | | 
and the. ſpiritual Crown repreſented by this # 
© Crown and Sceptre.” The Chevalier Gode- Mi 
fray for the ſeventh Crown preſented him Bran- 1 
ches of Fruit Trees, ſaying, Tribune Auguſt, 
receive and love the Symbol of Juſtice, give us 
in Return Liberty and Peace. The Vicar 
4 Oſtie was Choſen to ſet theſe Crowns in Or- 
der, and the Archbiſhop of Naples appointed to - 
take Care of that of Silver. As ſoon as the 
Tribune was crowned, he had a Beggar, armed 
with a Sword, ready by his Side to take the 
Crowns off his Head. imitating in this Humility 
the antient Triumphers, who: on the Day of 
their Triumph- cz bore the Inſults of the 
licentious, Soldiers. Wich ſuch a Mixture of 
Grimace and Grandeur did Nienzi blend ſacred 
and profane, and ſully alike the Majeſty of the 
Ceremonies, and the Excellency of the Cuſtoms 

of the red | 
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The whole was performed in Preſence of the 
Ambaſſadors, whom the Tribune had retained, 
and the moſt conſiderable Lords of hah. But 
from this Coronation his Credit began to Gn. 
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The tranſient Pomp of the Ceremonies, with 
which be had" at Times amuſed. the Remans, 
gave Way at length to ferious Reflections. 
The. Luxury he affected in his Dreſs and at his 
Table, the numerous ſplendid Retinue for ever 
attending him, and his ſudden Change from the 
Auſterity of a Republic to the Magnificence of 
a Monarch, ſo affected them, that in Whiſpers 
they asked, what was become of the priſtine 
Modeſty he diſplayed with ſo much Addreſs at 
the Beginning of his Elevation. They mur- 
mured at his Profanation of Canflantmss Mo- 
nument, and his Citation of the Vicar of Jeſus 
Chrift ; but their Murmurs blazed not out. 
Niengi, elevated to the he Pitch of his Glo- 
ry, after ſo many happy Succeſſes was more fea- 
red than ever, and perceived not the firſt Mo- 
tives of the Veneration they had ſhewn him the 


He imagined he could now attempt any En- 
terprize whatever, and that this was the only 
time to fecure effectually the Nobility, 7. 
ting to Death thoſe Noblemen who had che 
Power to give him any future Umbrage. On 
September 14, 1347, in the Morning, he ſent an 
Invitation to Dinner to the antient Stephen Cu- 
onna, who repaired to the Capitol without any 
Suſpicion of the Danger that attended. Rienzi 
ordered him immediately to be conducted to 4 


ſeparate Apartment under a ſtrong Guard. At 


the ſame Time he ſeized Peter Apapit Colonna, 
who had been Provoſt of Marſeilles and after- 
Wards Senator of Nome; and John Colonna, to 
whom but a- ſhort time before he had ay: the 
72 8 
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Command of the Troops deſtined againſt the 
Count de Fndi. Ferdan de le Montague, Rey- 
nold de Marino, Count Berthald and his Son, the 
Lord of the Caſtle St. Angelo, all of the Houſe of 
yy, were likewiſe brought to the Capitol with 
many other Lords. The Tribune drew them 
all into the Net he had ſpread for them; pre- 
tending to ſome that he called them thither to 
conſult upon Affairs of Importance, and to o- 
thers, that he gave them an Invitation to a 
Feaſt, among thoſe of the firſt Rank ; Luke de 
$avell', Stephen Colonna the younger, and For- 
dan de Marino only eſcaped the diligent Search 
of the Tyrant. 2 AE 1 on 
As this Proceeding occafioned great Eme- 
tions at Rome, he gave out that his Priſoners 
were Traytors to the Government, and that he 
was obliged to ſecure them to prevent their evil 
Deſigns. The credulous People, whom he im- 
poſed upon juſt as he thought fit, doubted not 
of a Conſpiracy formed and brought to light. 
They beſtowed a thouſand Ourſes on the Noble- 
men, and extolled the Moderation of the Tri- 
bune, who had. contented himſelf with ſeizing 
cheir Perſons. At Night, after calling together 
the, People to the Capitol, Rienzi ordered his 
Priſoners to be brought into the great Hall. 
Stephen Colanna, enraged at the unjuſt Treatment 
he met with and the Inſolence of the Tyrant, 
could no longer refrain, and without entering 
into any Juſtification: of himſelf, propoſed one 
Queſtion; to the Aſſembly; Which was beſt 
for the People, a (profuſe or a diſcreet Go- 
* vernor ?? This Queſtion, which was a ſe- 
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vere Stroke upon the Magnificence which the 


Tribune affected, and the needleſs Expences 


and vain Profuſion of the laſt Feſtival, gave them 
Room enough for Argument. Colonna obſerv- 
ing the Diſpoſition of the People, took' up a 
Lappet of the Tribune's Gown, and ' ſaid to 


them, © A plain Habit would better become a 


© Tribune of the People, than this rich Dreſs you 
have beſtowed upon him.” The Intrepidity of 
Colonna, his majeſtic Countenance, and the 
Whiſpering his Speech occaſioned, made Rizemzi 
turn pale. He broke up abruptly the Aſſembly 
under Pretence of being late, and poſtponing 


the Affair till the next Day, he ordered his Pri- 


ſoners to be kept cloſe: and well guarded. He 


had in fact their Lives at Command, and had 


nothing to fear from the People, whom he could 
turn as he pleaſed, but he had not Courage un- 
leſs affured of Support. He was afraid therefore 
to put his Deſign in Execution that. Night, 
He retired highly chagrined at what had paſſed, 
determined to ſacrifice however thoſe Lords, 
as ſoon as he ſhould obtain the People's Con- 
ſent. They were put into different Apartments 
to prevent all Communication. Stephen Colonna 
was kept in the great Hall, without a Bed to 
lie upon: He ſpent the Night in the moſt cruel 
Agitation, walking up and — the great Stairs; 
ſometimes knocking hard at the Door, and be- 
ſeeching the Centinel to enter and run him thro' 
the Body, that he might avoid the infamous Pu- 
niſhment and Inhumanity of the Tyrant; but 
all in vain; the Centinel would give no Ear to 
him, but barbarouſly. left the venerable old Man, 


who had been Governor of Rome, 1 
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hard Fate, of being reduced to fall a Vidim to 


the Frenzy of a Madman. 


The next Day the Tribune reſolving more 
than ever to rid himſelf of his Priſoners, order- 
ed Tapeſtries of two Colours red and white, to 
be laid over the Place whereon he held his 
Councils, and which he had made Choice of 
to be the Theatre of this bloody Tragedy, as 
the extraordinary Tapeſtry ſeemed to declare. 
He afterwards ſent a Cordelier to every one of 
the Priſoners to adminiſter the S2craments, and 
then ordered the Capitol Bell to be tolled. At 
that fatal Sound and the Sight of the Confef- 
ſors the Lords no longer - doubted of Sentence 
of Death being paſſed upon them. They all 
confeſſed, except the old Colonna, and many re- 
ceived the Communion. . In the mean while the 
People, naturally prompt to attend, when their 
firſt Impetuoſity had Time to calm, could not 
without Pity: behold the diſmal Preparations 
which were making. The Sight of the bloody 
Colour in the Tapeſtry ſhocked them. On this 
firſt Impreſſion they joined in Opinion in Re- . 
lation to ſo many illuſtrious Heads now going to 
be ſacrificed, and lamented more their unhappy 
Cataſtrophe, as no Crime had been proved upon 
them, to render them worthy of ſuch barbarous 
Treatment. Above all the unfortunate Stephen 
(anna, whoſe Birth, Age, and affable Beha- 
viour commanded Reſpect, excited a particular 
Compaſſion. An univerſal Sorrow and Silence 
reigned among them. Thoſe who were neareſt 
Rienzi, diſcovered an Alteration. They took 
the Opportunity of imploring his Mercy => 
s | war 
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-wards the Priſoners. l 


and moving. 


„The T ribune, ſenfible that ne had: ated too 
raſſily in an Affair of ſuch Importance, deter- 
mined to act his Part to the beſt Advantage: 
Keeping the Minds of the People in Suſpence, 
and concealing his Deſign from them, he com- 
manded the Priſoners to be brought to his Tri. 
bunal. About nine -o'Clock in the 
they appeared like Criminals lead to ſuffer, 
'Netwithſtancing the Grief and Deſpair viſible 
in their Countenances, they ſhewed a noble In- 
Aignation, generally attendant on Innocence in 
the Hour of Death. As they imagined they 
nad no farther Concerns in this laſt fatal Mo- 
ment, they endeavoured to juſtify themſelves, 
and convince the People of their Innocence; 
but the firſt had no ſooner began his Speech 
than the Tribune cauſed thoſe Frumpets to 
found, that performed ſo well at the Vicars 
Proteſt againſt the Pope's Citation. This 
dreadful Signal ſpread an univerſal Belief, that 
the unfortunate Lords were now paſt Re- 
demption, and that the Executioners were up- 
on the Point of executing their Office. Ri- 
. with his accuſtome Air advanced to 
ngue them. He his Speech in the 
A ds of the Lord's Prayer: Forgive vs 

« our Treſpaſſes, as we Fw hem that treſ- 

+ paſs againſt us. 5 told em afterwards that 

it wWas the Duty of all Men prog i forgive 

each other, that they themſelyes might obtain 
divine Mercy,always-proportioned Degree 


of "Mey which they bad deve a 
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Eyes, to have ſome Compaſſion for tlie il 


luſtrious Priſoners, ' whoſe Birth and Merits 


although he was grieved at Heart to bene 

his Victims ſnatched from him, and foreſaw 
the Conſequences of his firſt Proceeding, he 
endeavoured to make a Merit of it in the 
Eyes of the People, by a forced Complai- 
ſance, to which he * himſelf reduced, 
and in the Eyes of the Lords by the Elo- 
-quence he diſplayed in begging Forgiveneſs 
for them; it was in Fact granted, in the Name 
of the Romans, Turning to the Lords, he 
ſaid, * Reſolve, for the future, to offer _ 


Lives and Fortunes for the Good of the Peo- 


deſerved: a Fate loſs rigerous. In 4 ma 


ple, who have fo graciouſly reſtored you to 


both. 


Ile noble Perſonages, ſurprized at the Image 
of Death, and a Change ſo unexpected, anſwer- 
ed only by a profound Inclination, to aſſure 
the Romans of their Acknowledgment and 
Devotion. 8 CR Tg 


The Tribune made no Stay; endeavouring 
to reinſtate himſelf in the Favour of his Pri- 
ſoners, he conferred .a Number of new Titles, 


| which were indeed of no Coſt, upon them; 
| he made every one of them a Preſent of a 


rich Gown, furred and ermined; he invited 
them to dine with him,-and after a magnificent 
Repaſt, he made -a Cavalcade with them 
through the Streets of Rome, as a Token of 
Pacification, He nevertheleſs. tendered them 


the 
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vour of the Good Eftobliſhment and the. People, 
Which they repeated on the 19th of September, 
_ hole firſt received Abſolution from: the 
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8 — N perſecuted Lors found 


0 themſelves at — 2 8 
8 ther at the e bag er 

[ Offices of the T Ok, 8 or 1 — by the com- 
5 pulſwe Oaths they TOY taken, they conſulted 
34 upon retiring from 2 os and ſecking V es 
1 Some either through Fear or Policy refuſed to 
90 enter into the Confederacy, continued in 


the City, The chief of thoſe w * 
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dre Houſe of Ur - Nicholas Lord of the Caltle 
of St. Angelo, rdan de Montagne, the Son of 
Count Birtholl, and with them the Chancellor 
 Mealebranch.. Almoſt all the others followed 
. the Cabmat, who engaged likewiſe one Branch 
of the Houſe of Ur/in, of which the moſt con- 
fiderable were Jordan and Reynold Lords of Ma- 
rino, the Place they choſe to retire to with ma- 
ny N oblemen and their Vaſfals. 


This Hawont occaſioned great Sonatas at 
Name; the People, apprehienfive of the ill Con- 
ſequences which-it threatened, began publicly 

to blame the Tribune, as having acted too 
much and too little in Regard to theſe Noble- 
men. As for them, they began to palliſade and 
fortify their Palaces ; and as the Caſtle of Ma- 
riumwas much the moſt convenient for them to 
| on thetr Emterprizes, and retire to with- 
our Hazard, they made it their Head-Quarters 
and. of the Faction. They worked 
Night and Day irrrepairing and filled it with 
Soldiers, Arms, and eve arlike Ammuni- 
tion in ſo efficacious a Manner, that they found 
| Meer not 2 free —4 Inſults, * 8 


2 $tenceto fc ahPifbr theſe Works A0 be car- 

riedon; in Spite - of the Murmurs of the hy 
and” his own” Power to prevent them. 

Furds no ſoorer found themſelves in a State fit 
OA Acton, nn 8 made Excurfipns upo the 

plundering the: Cbuntry, tak- u 

Ay Man Aud. Beaſt; and making incre- nn 
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his Name than of his Arms. He ſent a Cita- 
tion to the Rebels to appear before him; who 


finding themſelves in a Condition of being fe- 


red, abuſed the Officer whom he ſent with the 
Citation, and drove him from the Palace of 


Marino with three Wounds upon his Head: 
To brave the Tribune they that Day continued 


their Pillages with greater Fury than ever, 


: Rienzi, a greater Bully than Knight or Tri- 
; bune, took no more Cognizance of theſe Out- 
0 rages than by ſending a ſecond Citation, where- 


» in he ſummoned the Rebels to ſurrender them- 
d {elves at his Tribunal on foot and diſarmed, up- 
1 on Pain of incurring his Diſpleaſure; and with 


to a miſtaxen Shew of Authority cauſed the two 


h- Lords of Marino to be hung up in Effigy with 


r3 their Heads downwards, and their Heels up- 
ed wards, as Traitors to their Country, whom he 
ith declared he would make anſwerable for all the 
ni- Ravages, which they and thoſe" of their Party 
ind had committed in the Territories of Rome. 


by cruel Repriſals the imaginary Infamy he pre- 


car- Wl tended to caſt upon them. Jordan at the Head 
wie, ol one Party advanced to one of the Gates of 
The Rime, where he made ſeveral Prifoners, and toox 
te fit large Booty. Rynold carried his Reſentment 
rte nuch farther. He paſſed the Tiber, and at- 


ncre- {MW anſacked with unheard of Inhumanity, burn- 


3 


: 


GN BRENT we 
public Clamours ated agreeable to his natural 
Timidity. He relied more upon the Terror of 


This Bravado, which was a Proof of the Ma- 
ice and Weakneſs of the Tribune, irritated more 
hizhly the offended Lords, who ſoon reyenged 


acked the Town cf Nepete or Nepi, which" de 
y the ns the Houſes, * the Inhabitants,” 
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1 The ConvyixACY | 
and putting all to Fire and Sword that fell in 
| his Way. He carried his Barbarity to ſuch a 
f Height, as to burn down a Caſtle, wherein was 
a 
Fl 


ig 
'idow of Quality, who was conſumed in the 


The Clamours of the People, who were en- 


raged at the Authors of theſe Troubles, and the 
Negligence of the Tribune, obliged him at 


length, however ne to put himſelf in 
Arms. He formed in haſte an Army of twenty 
thouſand Foct and eight hundred Horſe; he 


encamped afterwards in a Valley; where he co- 


vered himſelf by a Wood about a Mile diſ- 
tant from Marina. Tt being in the Month of 
Navember, the great Rains at firſt prevented him 


from making any Motions; but as ſoon as they 


ceaſed he put his Treops in Motion, who in 
the Space of eight Hours made fo great Devaſ- 
tation in the Territory of Marino, that neither 


Houſe or Tree were left ftanding. He plucked. 


up their Vines, and ſpared not the Wood near 
which he had encamped. 


_ After this Expedition, carried on agreeable to 
the military Cuſtom of t1at Age, Rienzi judging 


he had tio Neceſſity to attack the Fort of Ma- 


rino, fell upon the little Town of Caſteluza, 2 
ſmall diſtance from the Caſtle; he took it on 
the firſt Onſet, demoliſhed the Walls, and plun- 
dered the Town. He had a Deſign to attack 
the Tower to which the Garriſon retreated ; 
for which Purpoſe he cauſed great Machines car- 
ried on Wheels to be inſtantly made, by which 


be might play upon the Beſieged on ther 
Ramparts ; but his Preparations were 5 ” 
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Effect. The Beſieged overcome the Succours 
he had that Moment received, and freed them- 
{elves entirely from their Apprehenſions. He 
committed a mean Action, which may ſerve 
however as a Proof of his Character. He cau- 


ſed two Dogs to be drowned, ſaying they were 
Jordan and Reynold Ur jm. | 


In the mean while the Pope, unde- 
ceived in the ſpecious Proteſtation of Fide- = 
lity which Rienzi pretended in his Letters, and 1 
better informed of his violent and tyrannic Pro-: 1 
ceedings, ordered Cardinal Bertram & Eux, Arch- 
biſhop of Embrun and Provoſt of Liege, to go _ 
from Naples with the Character of Legate, to * ö 
enquire into theſe Diſorders, and put a Stop to N 
them in the beſt Manner that poſſibly he could. Y 
But before we proceed in the Narration of an | 
Affair, which in the End brought about the 
Downfall of the Tribune, it may not be impro- 
per to give the original Pieces, that contain the 
chief Articles of Clement VI's Diſpleaſure- We 
come then to the Letter of Rienzi dated Sep- 
tember 17, which was as follows. 


V 


5 AS to the Objections made againſt us at 
I the Court of Avignon, they are frivolous. 
„ 2 We having taken the military Baſon of the 
on © Porphyry. Urn wherein Con ſantine bathed him- 
* ſelf, anſwer, that he went into it a Pagan; but 
we as a Chaſte and devout Chriſtian, to receive 
* Abſolution from the Hands of the Vicar of our 
Lord the Pope; and that the Body of Jeſus 
* Chriſt, which we Jo frequently with Devotion 
' receive, is of infinitely more Value than an 
* Urn of Porphyry. We apprehend we have 

G 2 not 


die ons rider, 
: © not committed the moſt heinous Crime in 
= . © dining with the Pope's Vicar, upon the ſame 
'Y Table we uſed to play at Dice upon, which 
was never held in leſs Veneration upon that 
© Account. We have been reproached for 
| F uſing a two-edged Sword; that Imputation 
| © is entirely falſe : We leave that and the other 
© Slanders to the Vengeance of the Almighty : 
© But the People of Kome will have their Ven- 
* geance, as they are perſuaded all theſe frivo- 
* Jous Aſperſions proceed from the Hatred born 
a | © to their Nation, or from the III-will of thoſe 
we | © who willingly retard the Progreſs of the Gud 
b * Eftabliſhment, or endeavour to deſtroy it, God 
* knows which. It is certain every Reman Pro- 
© vince is amazed at the trifling Stories current 
© at the Court of Avignon, In all our Actions 
© we have proceeded according to the Inſpira- 
© tionof the Holy Ghoſt, the Director and Dil- 
5 poſer of our Deſigns, | 
© We ſhall write but little more to our Lord 
* the Pope or to the Cardinals, for we hope 
* ſoon to ſend a ſolemn Embaſly in the Name of 
© the Romans and that of our own ; our Inten- 
ton being to keep Deputies at that Court, ca- 
© pable of taking Care of our Interefts. The 
© God of Truth, who knoweth our Hearts, muſt 
judge between us and our Detractors. We 
Lare ſatisfied we have been reviled contrary to 
© all Laws both human and divine; but with the 
© wiſe Man we may ſay, They Fools counted bit 
* Life Maineſs, and his End to be without Fil , 
© nour ; yet we truſt in the Lord he will re- 
* ward it with Life eternal. 1 | 


% TOE BEAD 


« We 


© We muſt obſerve, that our laft Courier was 
« yſed exceedingly ill; his Box, which he carried 
$ by his Side, was broke open, and our Letters 
© were taken away by Force; that his Wand 
was broke over his Head, and that he returned 
to us in that bloody Condition: Such an Ac- 


tion compels us to proceed by the Rules of 


Equity againſt. the Magiſtrates, Councils and 
Commons of Avignon, Wi ling however, in 
* one Word, to pay the Reſpect due to the Ho- 
h Father, we remain in Hopes, that his Holi- 
* neſs will by his Order make Reſtitution, and 
prevent for the ſuture ſuch Outrages. Given 
© at the Capitol, Sept. 17, in the Ft Year of 
the Deliverance of the Republic. Signed rhe 


' new Knight of the Hey Gho/t, Nicholas ſevere. 


and clement, Deliverer of Rome, Lover of the 


* whole World, and Tribune auguſt. 


. It is needleſs t make mucli Reflection upon 
this Letter of Rienxzi. His Madneſs in Go- 
vernment and his Tyrannical Proceedings 
were the propereſt Means the Pope could make 
uſe of to make the Romans ſenſible of the Ex- 
travagance of the Tribune. It will therefore be 
more agreeable to peruſe ſome Letters of Cle- 
ment VI. which have been preſerved, wherein 
will appear the great Miſchief and Singularity 
of this dangerous Conſpiracy. 35353 


| Clment VI. to Peter du Pin Vice · Rector of 
the Patrimony in Tiſca gg. 


f IN {ebolas Rienzi of Rome flyled the Tribune, 


has thought 8 to wiite to one of our 


3 Bre- 
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. Brethren the Cardinals a Letter to this Pur- 
poſe. That your Eminency knoweth that 
this Day the iſt of September almoſt all the 
Inhabitants of the Patrimony unjuſtly aggrieved 
* by the Officers of the Church, (I bluſh. before 
God to ſpeak it) to free themſelves from the 
© Yoke of Tyrants, and be enabled. to live in 
Peace and 2 have with Tears implored 
us to take the Charge of the Government 
* upon us. As our Heart is moved with the 
© moſt lively Compaſſion to behold the public 
* Miſeries, we have thought it our Duty to take 
* that Charge upon us, in order to apply the 
* moſt ſalutary Remedies in our Power to their 
* Wounds, without prejudicing or giving Of- 
* fence to the Holy Church; for which and for 
the Juſtice we from our Heart deſire, we 
would moſt willingly ſuffer Death. We 
therefore, taking this Attempt of Rrenzi into 
* our Conſideration, command you by this Brief 
© to take particular Care, that no Parts of the 
Province committed to your Truſt be taken 
by Force from it, but that you ſtore with Am- 
munition and defend all the Forts. Avignon 
© September 20, 1347, the ſixth of our Pon- 
* tifieate. | 


The Brief came too late; Rienxi was already 
Maſter of many Places, as he boaſted in one of 
his Letters before mentioned. The Pope hear- 
ing of his other Extravagances charged Car- 
dinal Bertram to reſtrain him by another Brief, 
of which the following is an Extract. 


© See that Nicholas, of whom we have already 
_ © ſpoken, put an end to his miſchevious Pro- 
| | s ceedings 
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* ceedings and profane Exceſs; eſpecially his 
© Uſurpation of the Rights and Territories of 


© the Church, his arrogant Impoſitions upon tle 
© People ; his Attempts upon. the-whole World, 


and particularly againft our Vicar, our dear 


* Sons the Nobility of Nome, and our dear Daugh- 


* ter in. Jeſus Chriſt, Fane, Queen: of Sictly ;. 


forget not his Deſigns upon the County of 


provence, which he vainly boaſted he would: 


* reunite to the Domains of the People of Rome; 
* nor his Treaties with our dear Son: Lewis, 


| * King of Hungary; his Citation of the Princes 


* of the Empire, particularly Lewis of Bavaria, 
* whom God and the Church had moſt juſt 

© reproved, and whom Nicholas bluſhed not with 
© Lips unhallowed to ſummon. Reverſe the 
* Decrees and Laws he has eſtabliſhed. For 
© the reſt act agreeable. to your own Prudence 


© and the Nature of his Crimes. Pronounce 


© however Sentence of Excommiunication againſt 
© him, and if he cantinues obſtinate, deprive him 
* of the Office of Governor and all other Titles, 
* which we to calm the People vouchſafed to 


_ © confer upon him.“ 


** 


| Clement added, that if Rienzi refuſed to reſtore. 
to the Church what he had by Force taken from. 


her, the Legate ſhould publiſh the apoſtolical 


Diploma againſt the Uſurpers of the. Domains. 
of the Church, and cite Nicholas to the Tribunal 


of the Holy See; that he ſhould iſſue out a Pro- 
ceſs in form againſt him, and make ſtrict Enqui- 


ry, if * his other Tranſgreſſions he was 


not either a Heretic or Favourer of Hereſies; if 
it ſhould be found he was, that he ſhould be pu- 


niſhed as ſuch. He concluded, Wl 
- | G 4 1 Nicholas 
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ie has: evaded; with Diide ant Ohit. 


-* tempt the Advice given him by our Peniten. 
C tary Bernardin, and made Speeches - replete 
* wi 


Artifice to endeavour to perſuade us, that 
* all his Proceedings had no other Tendency 
© than the Glcry of the Church and the papal 


© Dignity. The Evil therefore muſt be nipt in 
the Bud, before he can raiſe freſh Forces; and 


© as we are ſenſible that the Inſolence of the 


VUſurper cannot be ſubdued but by Force of 


Arms, we have appointed our Nephew. Gu- 


© chard de Chamborn, Governor of the Patrimony 
of St. Peter: We ſhall, if Neceſſity requires, 


© engage the Forces of thoſe Princes, who have 
© not offended us: If you think it convenient, 
* you may engage the Provinces bordering upon 


' © thoſe of the Church, upon reaſonable Con- 
© ditions, for their Alliance with us againſt this 
Madman. Avignon, October 12, 1347, the 


« fixth of our Pontificate.” 


By theſe Letters it appears to what a Height 
of Power Rienzi was arrived, who could by his 


Buffooneries terre fy a Court the moſt ſubtle and 


politic of that Age; to which he carried him- 


ſelf with ſs little Regard, as ſcarcely to think it 


bis Duty to juſtify himſelf; and blended the 
moſſt ſubmiſſive Terms with Menaces at the 
very Time he had uſurped its Power, and was 
aſpiring to univerſal Sovereignty. over all, both 


temporal and ſpiritual. Bertram d Eux was 


a Perſon the beſt qualified to ſuppreſs him. 
© Clement had nominated him for lab in 1346, 
but he did not ſet out till the Cloſe of that Year, 
and — 1 not to Rome till the Time we are 


now 
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vw ſpeaking of. Rienzi was at the Head of 
rd Abby 1 the Country, when the Legate 
wrote to him from the Vatican, to give Notice 
of his Arrival, and entreat him to come and re- 
ceive the Pope's Orders. The Tribune at 
firſt made Slight of his Miſſion, and left him to 


es of his conſpiring againſt him, he left the 
Country, and returned to Rome at the Head of 


his Army. 2 — 


He made his Entry in the Morning, and ſig - 
nalized his Arrival by the Deſtruction of ſome 
Palaces belonging to'the Chief of the revolted' 
Nobility : He cauſed his Froops to demoliſh 
them, and continuing his March to St. Peter's 
Church, he alighted and walked directly to the 
Veſtry: There, to imitate the Cz/ars, he put on 
the imperial Dalmatic, which the Emperors uſed 
to wear at their Coronation ; then putting the 
Crown on his Head, and taking the Sceptre in 
his Hand, he with Sound of "Trumpet repaired 
to the Pope's Palace : He bluntly thus accoſted. 
the Legate, © you have ſent for us, what have 
*you to order us?“ The Legate, aſtoniſhed at 
his Dreſs and Compliment,calmly anſwered that 
he had Orders from the Pope to communicate 
to him. At which Word the Tribune eleva- 
ted his Voice, and replied in. an angry Tone: 
Ha!] what Orders are you come to talk to me 
"of ?? This Inſult filenced the Legate. They 
parted without Expoſtulation, D diſſatisfied 
with each other. wh | 
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wait in vain ſometime at Rome; but tired at 
. with his Importunities, and apprehenſive 
beſid 


mW 
py 
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In the mean while Rienzi, without appearing. 


chagrined either at the Preſence of the: Lege 
or the Revolt of the Nobility, continued: hi 


Hoſtilities againſt them, as they on their Side 


did againſt the Territory of Rome. But whe- 
ther the Arrival of the Legate animated the 
Rebels; or whether Fear or Cowardice abated the 


former-Ardour of the Tribune, he was now no 


longer the ſame Man. The People tire of 2 
civil War, which detained them, equallf with 
a Siege, within their Walls, began to diſcover 


their Diſcontent ; Money fell ſhort; the Troops 


were not paid punctually; and in Spite of the 
Veneration hitherto ſhewn to the Tribune, all 
ſeemed diſpoſed to a general Murmur, Some 
Gentlemen well aſſured of this Diſpoſition of 
their Minds, and animated perhaps by that of 
the Legate, ſent Information to the old Colonna, 
and promiſed-to open the Gates of Rome to him, 
as ſoon as he ſhould appear with his Army 
before it. 


Upon, this Advice the Colmnas rallyed their 


Troops in Paletrina, and formed a Body of 


four thouſand Foot, and ſixteen hundred Horſe. 


It was impoſſible to carry on this Conſpiracy fo 


ſecret as to eſcape the Ears of the Tribune. In- 
ſtead of preventing his Enemies, he endeavoured 


to fortify himſelf tor Fear,as he had-at firſt done 


for Security. When he found the Storm upon 
the Point of breaking out, he fell into ſo ſtrange 


an Abjection of Mind, as made him quite for- 


get his Affairs. He kept himſelf immured in 
the Capitol, without taking either Part. Rouzed 
at length from his Lethargy by approaching 

T Danger, 
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in? b r unde the Romans that in a 
thing to fear from the Colonnas: For laſt 


aſſured you will overcome the Enemies of 
God.“ As he perceived this pretended Viſion 
had ſome Effect upon the Minds of the Peaple; 

the Day following he ventured upon another - 
with the ſame Impudence; and the better to - 
prepare for it, he cauſed the Capitol Bell to be- 
tolled a long Time that Night, which had ſuch - 
Effect, that in the Morning the People appeared 
before him under Arms and ready to march. . 
The Victory is ours, (cried he) Pope Boniface 

appeared laſt Night to ime, and foretold we 
© ſhould ſufficiently be revenged of the Colonnas - 
for their cruel Perſecution of the Church of 
God.“ This Viſion was the more artful, as . 


it called to Remembrance the Quarrel with Bo- 


niface VIII. and the Attempt of Sciarra, Colon- - 
na, and William de Negaret, upon the Perſon of 
the Pope, whom they uſed with great Indignity. 
Nenzi told them afterwards, that he was inform--- 
ed by his Spies the Enemy were encamped about 
tour Miles from Rome near a Place called the 
Monument. A diſmal Omen for them (faid he) 
as it denotes they will not only be defeated, but 
buried upon the Spot, and that their Field of 
Battle muſt be their Grave. This faid, he cau- 
ſed the Trumpets to ſound; he drew up his 
Army in Order of Battle; he nominated the 
G 6 | Generals 
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Generals, and choſe for his Lieutenant Gene- 
- 'Sals Nicholas and Jordan Ur 1% firnamed de la 


Before we enter into the Particulars of this 
Battle, we muſt obſerve that the Pope's Legate, 
who was retired to Montefiaſcone, underhand ani- 
mated the Conſpiracy againſt the Tribune. A; 
Rienxi was doubtful of the Governor of Viterbo, 
Jeſt he ſhould: join the Nobles, he determined 

to ſecure his Perſon : To accompliſh his De 
gn, he ſent for him under Pretence of aſſiſting 
him in the War which he was obliged to main- 
tain. The Prefect, who had continued faith- 
ful, at leaſt in Appearance, ſince he had made 
Peace, inſtantly obeyed him. He came to Rome 
with a Body of one hundred Horſe, among 
whom were fifteen Gentlemen of Diſtinction 
under the Title of Bannerets. At the ſame 
Time he brought with him his Son, who bad 
never been in Arms before. He ſent alſo five 
hundred Load of Corn for the Subſiſtance of 
the Troops, all which ſeemed to be Marks of 

ſincere Affection. Whether the Tribune was 
right or wrong in imagining this Obedience 
forced, he cut a Stroke of Policy, which the 
Conſpirators repreſented as the moſt barbarous 
Treachery. He received the Prefect de Vi 
with great Demonſtration of Joy and Acknow- 
ledgment; after he had given him an Invitation 

to Dinner, he cauſed him immediately to be 
ſeized with his Son and the Gentlemen of his 

Retinue, and diſtributed their Arms and Horſes 
among the Roman Soldiers. They were {but 
up in the Priſons of the Capitol, where the Go 


 vernor 


vernor fell ſick through Grief, which made the 
Tribune ſet him at Liberty à few Days after- 


to fear from him; on 
for an Hoſtage. To put a Gloſs upon this Ac- 
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wards, When he judged he had de! 2 
His Son 


he kept however 


tion before the Eyes of the People, Rienzi gave 


out that the Governor keeping a Correſpon- 


dence with the Confpirators, came with no 
other View than to betray the Romans, by fal- 


ling upon their Army in Flank, while they at- 
CCC ((.. 


tacked them in Front. 


In the mean while the Army of the Nobi- 
lity, who that Night had in reality encamped 
near the Place called the Monument, began 
their March and advanced as far as the Mo- 
naſtery of St. Laurence, which they unmerci- 
fully plundered, becauſe the Tribune's laurel 
Crown had been bleſſed in that Houſe. The. 
held a Council. The old Colonna, ohn his 
Son, Peter Agapit, and Sciarra, both of the 
Houſe of Colonna, Fordan de Marino, and ſeveral 
other of the firſt Quality debated among them- 
ſclves, in what Manner to act when they ſhoult 
enter the City: Whether they ſhould begin 
with bringing the People over to their Party, 
or ſtorm at once the Capitol. They were not 
inſenſible how greatly the People were irritated 
againſt them upon Account of the Loſſes they 
had ſuſtained by their Depredations: Again, 
it was difficult to ſurprize and take the Capitol 
without the Concurrence and Aſſiſtance of the 
People. In ſhort, the Cold, the bad Weather, 
and the Rains, made ſeveral of them wiſh to put 
off the Attack till another Opportunity, Peter 
Agapit appeared the moſt irreſolute, The Ec- 
5 5 cleſiaſtic 
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cleſiaſtic Proſeſſion he had long been of had not 
2 pot with © Kon oj E Vatour. Ne quic | 
, e foes WT . he had palleſcd 
| 20 ignity = the | dap of Marfeills; 
e Change of his ition produced no 

| 2 Change in his Conſtitution. He wa 
armed at a 12 the Night before, wh fein 
he ſaid he ſaw his Wife in Widows Weeds. 
This Dream ſo exceedingly affected him, that 
he declared he would not expoſe dinnlelf that 
Day, which was the 20th of November, 1347. 
CE _— the yu of -: — bad adlu- 
an upon him. To e in 
Stroke e . diſconcerted Meaſ 2 


ever, full of | mms —— to let ſlip an 
Opportunity ſo precious, told the Look that they 
had advanced too far to go back; that he would 
himſelf go and reconnoitre; and that if he found 
any Diſpoſition for their Reception, they muſt 
without any. Heſitation enter the City, and 
force the People to follow without giving them 
time for Reflection. Sick as he was, he advan- 
ced towards the City, attended only by two 
Servants ; when he arrived at the Gate he 
thought moſt convenient, he called to the 
Guard, and deſired him to open it, aſſuring him 
that he was a Citizen of Rome returning to his 
Palace, in order to ſupport the Good Eftabli/bment, 
and no Enemy, and that he carried the Colours 
of the Church and of the People. Retire im- 
© mediately, (replied the Centinel) know you 
© not the Hatred. of the People againſt you for 
6 Wr the Good Eftablibment 7 Kaow you = 
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© not the Meaning of the Capitol Bell , We 
care in a dition to receive your Army, ſee 


© the Keys which I throw to you; enter however 4 
C if you a= '* He threw the Keys indeed, but 


into a Moraſs from whence they could not be 
recovered. 


/ 


Colonna, no 8 doubting of their being be- 
trayed, and the Tribune's ſtanding upon his 
Guard, returned highly diſſatisfied to his Army. 
He - judged it impoſhble to attempt any Enter- 
prize that Day, and that he muſt therefore con- 


tent himſelf with making an honourable Retreat. 


Upon this Account it was neceſlary to divide the 


Forces into three Bode + wink ſhould file wr 
along the Walls. with &o Trumpet, an 


after having paſſed in 1 er before — 
Gate, through which they intended to enter, 


turned to the 8 and retired ER . 
ing their Swords. 
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LREADY the. firſt and ſecond Bo- 
dies, Horſe and Foot, had filed off 

without any Moleſtation under the 
Command of Petruccio Frangipani. 
The third was compoſed- of the beſt Horſe, and 
the Flower of the Nobility. The young Co- 
linna, who was among them, had marched firſt 
with ſeven or eight young Noblemen, and 
left the Body a. ſmall Diſtance behind him. 
Day began to break, when 'the Romans, rouſed 
by the Noiſe 
5 . 8 apen 


of Trumpets, endeavourgd to 


138 The Cos nA ... 
_open the Gate that they might ſkirmiſh with. 
the Enemy's rear Guard. The Key being 
loſt, they broke open the Lock, but 
either through Negligence or Precipitation 
opened one Door only, the other remaining 
_ Cloſe ſhut. John Colonna, finding them in this 
Condition when he approached, and hearing a 
Buſtle among the People as if under Alarm, 
imagined that the Door had been forced by 
thoſe he had ſent for Intelligence. Upon which 
tranſported with an — Ardour, he 
couched his Lance, and clapping Spurs to his: 


Horſe, he rode full Speed into the City without 
any Attendant. ö | | 


If we may judge of an Event, which pro- 
duced at once an e ſo ſudden, he had 
certainly made himſelf Maſter of Rome if he 
had had one hundred Horſe _ with him. 
For, as ſoon as he appeared, the City Cavalry, 

the firſt he fell upon, were ſo terribly alarmed, 
that they ſeparated and flew in as much Con- 
fuſion, as if the Enemy's whole Army had been 
at their Heels. Nor were the Infantry and the 
People leſs affrighted, to behold the Diſorder of 
the Troops he was driving before him. But 
at length the Romans recovered themſelves, and 
perceiving only one Man, inſtead of an whole 
Army which they imagined followed him, turn- 
ed about and faced him. Colonna, who depended 
upon his Friends both within and withaut, was 
greatly ſurprized to find himſelf encompaſſed 
on every Side: He would gladly have reached 
the Gate again, but he was carried by his 
Horſe upon the Ruins of a Houſe, which he found 
a little Diſtance on the leſt from the . 

Wi 
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within the City. The Horſe who purſued him, o- 


ver took him, they diſmounted and diſarmed him, 


and without any Regard to his Birth,his. Youth, 
and the affecting Manner of his begging Mer- 

„made three Thruſts at him, which put an 
Eng to the Life of this | no young Nobleman. 
He was ſcarce twenty Years of Age, and had 
already given Proofs of Valour, which ſeemed 
to foretel the moſt Heroic Actions and a happier 
Fate. The Moment he expired, the Sky, which 
had been vaſtly c'oudy cleared up, and the Sun 
appeared again upon tke City after an Abſence 
of many Days: An Incident that R:enzi was 
ſure to turn to Advantage, by attracting the 
weg of a credulous and ſuperſtitious 

eople. | | 


In the mean time the old Coloma, who headed 
the rear Guard, arrived at the City Gate, where 
he ſaw a Concourſe of People. As if he had a 
Surmiſe of his Misfortune he cried out, Where 
* is my Son? What is become of my Son? 
* We know not (anſwered they) where he is, 
© what he has done, nor what is become of 
© him.” This Anſwer added to his Alarms; 
he rode up directly under the Gate, from whence 
he ſaw his Son ſtretched on the Ground amidſt 
the Aſſaſſins. At this diſmal Sight Fear feized 
upon him, he turned his Horſe, and left the 
City. But the Tenderneſs of a Father ſoon re- 

ed his Spirits; he returned to redeem his 
Son at any Rate, imagining he ſhould get there 
time 9 He rode but a few Paces back 
again ore he beheld his Son was ſlain. 
Overwhelmed with Grief, he was conſidering 
bow to fave himſelf, when unfortunately a large 

| | | Engine 


N 


Engine belonging to the Gate fell upon hi 
Shoulders and his Horſe's Back. In an Inſtant 
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the Soldiers of the City ran to ſurround him: 
His Horſe, pricked with a Lance, ſtarted and 


kicked with ſuch Violence, that he threw his 


Lord, already bruiſed by the Blow he had 


| Jul received from the Engine. Thoſe mad 


retches inſtantly threw themſelves upon the 
venerable old Nobleman, and ran him through 
with their Lances with the utmoſt Barbarity, 
The People, animated at this Time by the 
Death of the two moſt conſiderable of the con- 
trary rege went out in Crouds, without any 
regard to Order, to fall upon the Troops who 
were filing off. Peter Agapit was their firſt 
Victim; he had unfortunately fallen from his 
Horſe, and was endeavouring to ſave himſelf 


in the Fields, but the Rains had made the 


Ground too flippery and the Weight 


of his Arms to which he was not inured, oc- 


caſioned him ſoon to be found among the Vines, 
wherein he ſtrove to conceal himſelf. The 
Tears with which he begged his Life, unworth 


a Man of his Birth, had no Effect: They dif- 


armed him, and after they had taken all his 
Money, cruelly maſſacred him. Pandelph Lord 
of Belvidere, and ten other Noblemen of the firſt 


Rank, ſhared the ſame Fate. The reſt of the 


Party were ſtruck with Terror, every one ſtrove 


to facilitate his own Eſcape, throwing down his 
Arms for the greater Expedition. Jordan di 


Marins flew in ſuch a Conſternation, that he 


never ſtopped till he reached his Caſtle Marino. 


In a Word, the Defeat was ſo general and in- 


deed ) ſingular, that not one of the Revolters 
durſſ defend himſelf, and that the People . 
. * 3 Y: no 


. 


c hh 


not one Man, after they had flain all thoſe who 


could not avoid their firſt Fury. | 
The Tribune amidſt his Troops knew fo 


little' of what had paſled, that ſeeing at a Di- 


{tance one of his Standards tall, he looked upon 


all as loſt, and caſting up his E, es to Heaven, 
full of Deſpair cried out, Oh God! Will 


you then forſake me? But no ſooner was he 


informed of the entire Defeat of his Enemies, 
than. his Dread and Cowardice even turned: to 


Boldneſs and Arrogance, He made his Trum- 


pets proclaim. aloud his Victory. Taking in 
Hand the Tribune Sceptre, and putting on his 
Head the rich filver Crown with another of 
Olive, he entered Rome triumphant. He went 
directly to the Church of St. Mary d Ara Celi, 
followed by the People, to return Thanks to 


Heaven for a Victory obtained, as he perſua- 
ded them, by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, 


according to his Prediction. Upon this Occa- 
ſion he made great Shew of Piety, ſufficient to 
impoſe upon a giddy Train, who had long ſince 
believed him a Prophet. The Crown of Olive 
with his Sceptre he laid at the Feet of the Image 
cf the bleſſed Virgin, that of Silver he depoſited 
in the Cordeliers Church, and neyer more 
made uſe of either of thoſe Ornaments. After- 
wards he went to the Place where he uſually 
harangued the People ; he congratulated them 
upon the Succeſs of their Arms, and told them 
that his Deſign was to ſheath for ever his Sword: 
Yet drawing it at the very Moment he faid fo, 
he cut off a Lappet of his Gown, as if he would 
have it thought he would no more embrue it in 


Blood; and ſaid in Alluſion to the Deaths. of 


the 
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the Celonnas.: © Thave this Day cut off an Ear 
from that Head, which neither Pope nor Empe- 


ror had ever Power to effect.“ 


At Night the Relations and Friends of the 
Slain came to bury their Bodies. It was a diſ- 
mal Sight to behold the unfortunate Noblemen 
fallen Victims to an enraged People. Their 


Faces were disfigured in ſuch a Manner, that it 


was difficult to know them. The whole Num- 
ber of the Slain was reckoned about three hun- 
dred, among whom were ſix of the Houſe of 
Coloma, and many others of the greateſt Di- 
ſtinction of Rome and the Provinces adjacent. 
The Corpſe of the old Comma was fo inhu- 
manly mangled, and his Face ſo much wounded, 
that it was ſome Hours before he was known. 
They carried his Body and thoſe of the Ce. 
lomas to the Nunnery Church of St. Mary, 
where the Family had a Vault. Several Ladies 
their Relations came to attend their Obſequies; 
but the Tribune, rdleſs of all their Tears 
and Entreaties, ordered his Guards to drive 
them out of the .Church, declaring that they 
were Rebels and Traitors, and unworthy of the 
Honours of Burial; and that he would, 


if the Ladies made the leaſt Difturbance 


ſend them inſtantly to the Place wherein they 
throw the common Malefactors. He ordered 
them afterwards to be privately carried to the 
Church of St. Silveſler, where the Monks bu- 
ried them without Noiſe or Ceremony. 


If the Tribune had puſhed his Conqueſt, and 
attacked Fort Marino, without giving his Ene- 


mies time to recover themſelves, he had cer- 


tainly 
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tainly in the Conſternation they were then in, 
put it out of their Power to have afterwards gi- 
ven him any Uneaſineſs. But he was neither 
warlike nor brave; he imagined he had ob- 
tained Advantage enough in eſcaping the Dan- 
ger, and that he was infinitely more ſafe amidſt 
the People under his Authority, than at the 
Head of an Army againſt a weaker Enemy who 
had oppoſed him. Inſtead of ſecuring himſelf 
by ſo powerful a Victory, he thought of nothing 
but triumphant Proceſſions at home, and ſpread- 
ing the News of his Conqueſt abroad, particu- 
larly at Florence, Sienna, and Pernſa, the Cities 
whoſe Alliance he had moſt at Heart. One of 
the Letters he wrote on this Subject was ad- 
dreſſed to Reynold Urſin, the Pope's Notary and 
Archdeacon of Lzzge ; of which the annexed is 
an Extract. | | | 


6 TJ Hs is the Day which the Lord hath made, 
< * we will rejoice and be glad therein, Itis 
© indeed a Day of Joy to the People, and to 
* all the Juſt ; it is a Day of Affliction, of Grief, 
© of Deſpair to the Tyrants, againſt whom we 
have directed all our Thunder in Defence of 
* the Liberties of Rome. Vou have doubtleſs 
© heard the Fame of what paſſed at Rome after 
© the Arrival of the Legate; in what Manner 
peace was eſtabliſhed, Juſtice revered, Liberty 
© trumphed, the Roads ſecured, and Tyranny 
* abaſed. In what Manner the pacific" State 
* granted us at firſt by the Almighty, was di- 
* ſturbed by Reynold and Fordan- Ur/m of infa- 
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ad *mous Memory, formerly Knights but ſince 
* * Traytors to the Body of Jeſus Chriſt, to us 


© the Tribune, and the Romans : In what Man- 
0 | ge 
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became the Promoters and Abettors of Trea- 


* ſon, the Conſequences of which were Plunden 
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< and burning of Caſtles, Monaſteries, Hoſpitals, | 


= < and conſecrated Places, without the | leaſt | 


* Cauſe given on our Side, unleſs. by partaki 

£ with them of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt for 
© our mutual Security, the only P ledge we could 
< obtain from them: In what Manner, after 
© having given or taken reciprocal Oaths, we 
© conferred upon them the greateſt Places of 
Honour and Truſt ; taking them into Coun- 
dil, and creating in particular Fobn General of 
our Army, beſide other Promiſes which ſhould 
as effectually have been fulfilled as they were 
5 ſincerely made. ee 


| © The perjured Wretches in the mean while 


* forgot our Favour, and not content with rai- 
«ſing Diſturbances without, by Degrees ven- 
_ © tured to atrack us within, without conſidering 
* that God had reſtored Rome to her priſtine 


Glory. They conſpired with the Prefect 


© John de Vic, who under Pretence of bringing 
us Succours, was come to betray the Romans. 
But the Plot was happily diſcovered, and the 
© Confpirators delivered into our Hands; if 
there was no Neceſſity of ſtaining them with 
£ their Blood, it behoved us to curb the Inſo- 
© lence of the Rebels, who would have entered 
the City by Force, and tyrannized over the 
Lovers of Peace, under the Pretence of its be- 
ing better for them to be expoſed to Death it- 
$ ſelf, rather than ſubmit to the Exerciſe of our 
Office longer than ſix Months. It is true, 
5 ſix Months were elapſed ſince M hitſundo, 
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© tible "with gur "Gvyernment. © Net * cantens 

«with plundering and" fettig Fite to the Church = | 
© and Convent of St. Ma d, Ferrara, on 1 
turning towards the City they fell upon the | | 


© Convent of St. Laurence, where the Remain 
* of that Saint are depoßited wick thoſe of St. 
* Stephen, "The Almighty however took Com + 
* paſſion upon our Inhocence. and the People, 
© and upon the Purity of aur Intentions in fight 

pon the Purity ntentions in fight. 
* ing for Liberty and Juſtice, he taught our Hand. in 
* to fight, and enabled us to fubdue the Proud. .. 
It is to the Aſſiſtance of thoſe Saints and Mar- = 
* tyrs Stephen and Ladurems we owe our Victory. 
In their Charch our Laurel Crown was con. 
# ſecrated. Stephen Colonna, John his Son, and 
* that Apoſtate Peter Aan, once Provolt of 
9 * Marſeilles, and ſince one of the Chiefs of the 
e Conſpiracy, could not. withſtand our victorieus 
a Arms. It was indeed no more than juſt that- - 
e who bad: partaken of our Clemency, 
u. WH ould ſhare the Fate they kad 1 
he . Tbey were other Holoferneſes cut off by an- 
if Wl ocher Judith. It is remarkable, that within the 
ch . Pace of eight Days all "our Enemies were. 
- eitber flain, taken Priſoners, or ſhamefülly put 
J, ²˙·rꝛ 'm. 


. This great Succeſs mult of Conſequence add” 
to the Progreſs of the Gand Efteblibment, u 
„well as to oof. Powers ſince.the,Romans appear 
now more than ever enamoured with Liberty. 
We muſft not forget to tell you, 4 that : 5 5 
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ays before this Event, there W to u 


Ne % which afforded us much 
L «We ſaw. Pope SL of. bleſſed-: 


— 


ho animated us 
'F © ſhort Tow: we, They d 1 i ON "the, 7 


1 


enate to 


© tar of Ben nice in the” Sat Church of 8. 
© Peter, where we devout! NF made an, Offering 

© of a Veil and Chalice Fes Pa by the 
0 Bs of God, 79 Vieh 5 7 veri thed and 
© Viao 5 the e of the 
8 bleſſed Martin, Son 5 A Wige. it was 
© on his Feſtival the Traytors plundered the F. 1 
© reigners coming to Rome for Indulgence, th 
Saint took Revenge of them by 12 Hand, 
£ ofa Tribune three 7 5 afterwards, that 15 to 
* ſay on the Day, of St. Celumbin, who; happiy 

« gives Glory to the Dove in our Standard. Gi- 


* ven'at our Capitol on the 5. of aur . 


- the 20th of N ovember,” = 
But this Victory it fete which ent to 
have rendered his Government more firm and 
ſtead proved the moſt. immediate auſe of 
his Raub the Pride and Inſolenge with which 
it inſpired him. The next Daz 5 performed 
an Exploit which turned out of great Prejudice 
to him, and alienated the Hearts of his belt 
roops. Having ordered all his Volunteers, 
hin he was pleaſed to honour with the Name 
of ſacred Militia to mount, follow me, {ſaid 
he) I will doubly procure Peace for you! 
Upon which he caliſed the Trumpets to ſound, 
and having on his left Hand d don Laurence, 
be 9 without W his Deſign, t , 


o 


the Place where the old Colonna was killed, 
There was.a Lake of muddy Water, wherein 
the Body of that Lord was ſume time ſoaked; and 
which was coloured with his Blood. Diſmount- 
ing with his Son, he took ſome; of the bloody Wa- 
ter and ſprinkled it upon him, ſaying, Son, 
© henceforth ſhalt, thou be Knight of Victory. He 
afterwards made every Captain ſtrike him acroſs 
his Reins with, the flat Side of his Sword. This 


banded his Cavalry in theſe Terms. Namans, 
« retire, what I do for you is common with me ; 

© but then it is no'lefs your Duty than mine to 
fight for our Country.“ This Diſcourſe and 
the barbarous and burleſque Ceremony, which 


the Cavalry had been Eye-Witneſs of, ſhocked 
i them to ſuch a Degree, that they never after 
y wards would take up Arms for him. ee 

g Having loſt the Aﬀection oof the: major Part 
7 


of his beſt Troops, he did all he could to loſe 
that of the People. Perſuading himſelf the 
Victory had laid the Nobility ſo low as never 


2 2gain to recover themſelves, he ſet. no 'Bounds 
of t0 his Actions, He. cartied himſelf with an in- 
ch ſupportable Arrogance, and abandoned himſelf 


to all Manner of Injuſtice and Tyranny ; he 
ice raiſed new Taxes; he extorted Riches from 
of thoſe he had taken from their Houſes upon ſham 
1 Plots; he ſeized upon Abbeys and Monaſteriesz 
105 his Dreſs and Table were carried to an Excess 
al of Luxury. The young Romans, who uſed te 
du make their Court to him, appeared ſeldom at 
0 the Capitol. All blamed his Conduct, and 
25 Rome, which. the other Day eſteemed him 25 
10 Beir Deliverer, now looked upon him as a Ty- 

H 2 rant. 
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done, he returned to the Capitol, where he diſ- 


rant. He convoked not the People fo fre. 
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ntly to grant Audience or to hold Council, 
ſnut himſelf up in his Palaee, and his Pre- 
ſence was knovyn only by che rigorous Puniſh. 
ments, which he cauſed his Agents to inflict up- 
on the Innocent. The Cardinal 1 8 who 
Had continued at dontefiaſeone, omitted no Op- 


1 portunity of raiſing him Enemies, and with- 


drawing the People's Affection. Having ci- 


ted him three Times to no Purpoſe, he pro- 


nounced Excommunication againſt him as x 


Man remarkable for Hereſy. Clement VI. ad- 


dreſſed the Romans in a Brief dated the 3d of D:- 
cember, echorting them to ſhake off all Obe. 
dience to the Tribune. He reminded them in 
the mildeſt Terms of the Infolence and Incon- 
ſiſtency of the Election made above ſix Months 
paſt in Favour of Nicholas Riemmi and Roymnd 
his Holineſs's Vicar; he told them, that they 
manifeſtly infringed upon his Prerogative at that 
Juacture. who was the natural Sovereign of 
Rame. That he had given Proofs of his In- 

nce in concealing his Diſpleaſure, and n- 
tifying the Election, in Hopes ir would tend to 
the Good of the People and the Support of the 
Rights of the Church. He continued with Ex- 
preſſions full of Energy, that Rienz', who wa 


their Idol, had deceived-him in his Expectatiom 


of him at Ram and Auiguen: That he had cat. 
ried his Ingratitude and Treachery to both thoſe 
Cities ta the higheſt Pitch. That he began by ex. 
cluding from the Government his Co- partner the 
Biſhop of Orvieto, who oppoſed his Uſurpation: 
That the faid Biſhop was obliged to depatt 
Rome to avoid being a Spectator of his Enommi- 
ties, his Rapine upon the — ** 
. | ; 
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Church, and. the abominable Impoſts which he 
laid upon the People, without any Dread of the 
Anathema uſually pronounced againft ſuch. Ty- 
rants. The Holy Father then laid before their 
Eyes the heinous Crimes of. Rienzi in removing 
Conflantine's Urn, and. imitating. the Ceremonies 
of the Pagans at his. Coronation, and. other 


: Triumphs, wherein he affected to reſemble the 
Czjars. Such are the Works, ſuch. the grand 
1 Exploits (continued he) of Nicholas: Such are, 
4 the Advantages, . ſuch. the: Honours, and ſuch! 
> the Prerogatives. he boaſts by his Labours to. 
. have procured for you. He concluded, that he 
in had given the. greateſt Demonſtration of his pa- 

n- ternal Patience in Regard. to. Rienzi, whom by, 
hg the moſt ſalutary Means and. Advice he. had en- 
nd deavoured to. reclaim, and that he had ſent Car- 
ey dinal Bertram to Rome on Purpoſe: But that 
hat Rienzi held all in Diſdain, and became the more 

i of arrogant, as he was inſenſible that the Arms cf, 
In- the Lord, which overthrew Luc fer, Balthuxer, 
12. and others, whom Pride and Ambition had 


d to blinded, were able to ſmite him, curb. his Blaſ- 
the WW phemies, and ſet Bounds. to his Iniquities. His 
Ex- Holineſs conjured. the Romans, mingling ſome-, 
ws times Menaces with his Entreaties, to conſi- 
tions der ſeriouſly on what he had wrote to them, to 
car- perſevere in their Obedience. to the Church, 
thoſe and conſequently to break off all Communication. 


5e. Vith that dangerous Serpent, who ſpread: his Ve- 
r the nom over all. e 


So many heavy Articles drawn. up. againſt the 

ower of the I ribune were. ſurely capable of 
ſhaking it. But he was ſo much Maſter of the 
Pcople, that he would doubtleſs have Rod 
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all theſe Efforts, if he had not became the preat- | 
eſt Enemy to himſelf by the Irregularity of his 


Conduct. Whilſt the Romans found themſelves 
expoſed within to his Tyranny, they were with. 
out in no leſs Danger from the Nobles, who had 
renewed their Excurſions, and were ravaging the 
Country with greater Fury than ever. Jordan 
de Marin, who had taken the firſt Alarm, and 
was informed of the People's Diſcontent, ima- 
gined he ſhould be able by harraſſing with Hoſti- 
lities, to deſtroy the Phantom of Power which 
the Tribune had raiſed. He gathered together 
at his Fort of Marino the remainder of the Ar- 
my-of the Colonnas, of which the Number of 
tie Defeated far exceeded that of the Slain, 
che Parties he continually ſent out about the 
Country kept all in ſueh Alarm, that the Mer- 
chants no longer ventured to Roms, which was 
in a Manner blocked up. The Interruption of 
Commerce occafioned a great Scarcity, and Corn 
eſpecially bore an exceſſive Price. I his State 
of Want, compared with the Abundance which 
the Romans enjoyed from the Elevation of the 


Tribune to this unfortunate War, obliged them 


to make many grievous Reflections, and abated 
their Reſpect for Rienzi, more than the Pope's 


Manifeſto or the Anathemas of his Legate. 
As to the laſt, he contented not himſelf in ful- 
minating his Excommunications. As ſoon as 


he perceived Affairs come to the Criſis he de- 


" fired, he had an Interview with Late Sovrlli 


and Sciarra Colinna, in order to harraſs more and 
more the Romans; in which he ſo effeQually ſuc- 


ceeded; that all the Avenues to Rome were en. 
_ tirely ſhut up. At length, to give the Tribune 


no Time to extricate himſelf from his Appre- 
| | Bm; henſions, 
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henſions, they engaged a Lord of the Kingdom 

of Naples, a Man of great Bravery and Intre- 

pity, to enter into their Meaſures, and form » 

Conſpiracy againſt him. pony} is. 
: ; „ ae ed A . 2 ts 


This Lord, named John Pepin, Palatine of 
Altamura and Count de Morivina, was of a face- 
tious and turbulent Temper, which had plung- 
ed him into Troubles, and which in the End 
brought him to an” ignomimous Death. Ro- 
bert King of Naples had ſentenced him to per- 
petual Impriſonment: After the Death of that 
Prince he was ſet at 1 King Andrew. 
The tragical End of this laſt Prince having 
cauſed a Revolution in the Kingdom, he was 
afraid of falling into'the Hands of bloody minded 
Princes, who were poſſeſſed of abſolute Autho- 
rity, and had no Regard for Him. He departed 
the Realm, and fle for Refuge to Rome with 
bis Family. As the Tribune had ſummoned 
him to his Tribunal, and condemned him to 
Baniſhment for Non- Appearance, he looked 
upon himſelf as perſonally intereſted to take Ven- 
geance, and the Countenance of the Legate 
and the Nobles furniſhed him with the Means. 
He embraced this Opportunity with ſo much 
the more Advantage for bimſelf as well as for 
thoſe engaged with him, as he was the only 
Man, who by a Conformity of Character with 
Rienzi, was able to undertake! his Overthrow 
and ſucceed” therein. He defired but one hun- 
red and fifty Men to execute © his Deſign, in 
Imitation' of Nienzi, who had no more at the 
Time he was proclaimed Governor. The Le- 
gate granted them. This was a deſperate At- 
tempt in Cardinal Bertram, as he had little 
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tem to expect Succeſs againſt a Man, who had 
hitherto always ſucceeded; whoſe Name alone 
bagterrifyed the moſt regular 'T'roops, and gi. 


ven Uneaſineſs to the great Provinces he pur- 
poſed to invade : But he was willing to ſet Te- 
merity againſt Temerity, and try if Fortune 
could not deſtroy by the ſame Meaſures. ſhe had 
raiſed, Whether Pepin was already in Rome 
(as Hrtiocca infinuates) or whether he found 


Means to enter the City (according to Villa) 


in the Night on the 14th or 15th of December, 
is uncertain; he took Poſſeſſion however of the 
Fiſhmarket, where he intrenched without Mo- 
leſtation, and erected Batteries to ſecure him- 
ſelf frem any Attack on that Side. He then 
eauſed the Alarm Bell of the next Church to be 


The Tribune, more terrifyed at this Con- 


ſpiracy than he had Reaſon to be, gave the 


Conſpirators Time to ſtrengthen and encreaſe 
themſelves by the repeated Exclamations of, 


“Let the Colonnas live, and let the Tribune die. 
He determined at length to ſend: a Company of 
Horſe under the Command of a Captain, whom 
he: knew entirely devoted to him: This Gene- 
ral, named Scarpetta, no ſooner: advanced to 
the: Batteries. than be was ſlain by a Lance, 
which diſconcerted the whole Tropp. Kim 
ordered-the Capitel Bell to be rang, and percei- 
ving that che Peeple did not aſſemble according 
wo Order, went out dejected, not knowing what 
Conrſe to ſteer. Fear had ſo diſmayed: him, be 
could ſcarcely ſpeak: Far from conſidering of 

wing Commands to his Forees, whom the 
feat Sbewy of Courage might have rendered 


pictorious, 
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vicdorious, he gave, way: to ſuch a lamentable 
Abjection of Mind, that he imagined a general 
Infurrection in the City ; although he behelck 
the People quiet, who contented-themſelves with 
a Neutrality, neither acting againſt or rags @ 
up in Defence oß him. Believing himſelf Joſt: 
beyond Redemption, he: turnedo towards the 
People, who began to aſſemble under the Tri- 
bunal, and told them, interrupting his Diſcourſe 
with Tears and Sighs, . that his Government: 
© had. been attended with Proſperity and Ad- 
vantage to the Public ; that he had therefore 
© nothing to reproach: himſelf; with upon that 
Account; but that the: Jealouſy: and: Malice 
© of thoſe, . to whom the Good: Eftabliſhment was 
© not acceptable, compelled: him to reſign his 
© 'Truſt;. 1: retire: therefore (added on, wary 
©. quit the-Reins of Government, ſeven. Months 
© after I have, received; them from: your Hands. 


Whew he had finiſhed, * on Horſe - 
back, and: followed by ſonihe could confide : 
in, ſtrove to make a triumphant Retreat. He 


marched. with.: Trumpets ſounding and Colours 
diſplayed to the-Caſtle of St. Agel, where he 2 
fortified. himſelf ſome time, till he. could find an 
Opportunity to make an Eſcape. An Affection 
for Riemxi was. ſtill. ſa grounded in the Minds of 
the People, that notwithſtanding all their Cauſe 
for Diſcontent; they could nat behold him diſ- 
charging his Truſt. and reti i without Com 
paſſion. Many who. had teſtiſied. their. Diſlikes 
and Coldneſs, at this Juncture could not refrain. 
from Tears at his Misfortunes. 


The Rumour of his. Retreat ſoon ſpread itſelf * 
over the whole City. Count. i Altamura. no 
5 ſooner 
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| looner heard: of it, than he came cut of his. 
Trenches, and went directly to the Capitol, 
which he found abandoned. The Attendants 
and Domeſtics of the Tribune were all gone; 
his Wife retired in the Habit of a Nun. They 
plundered the ſuperb Furniture of his Palace, 
and ſeized upon the immenſe Riches he had 
amaſſed. They found a ſurpriſing Quantity of 
Letters in his Cabinet, ſome of his own writing, 
and others which he had received from foreign 
Princes. They hanged him in Effigie over - 
againſt the Walls of his Palace, and treat- 
ed him in the very | ſame Manner he had - 
Jordan de Marino, ſetting his. Head to the 
Ground, and his Heels upward. Cocco Mancini 
was diſtinguiſhed by the ſame Marks of. Infa- 
my: He was chief Confident, Secretary, and 
Nephew of the Tribune, and was ' honoured 
with the Title of Count; upon the firſt News 
of his Uncle's Fall he abandoned the Fortreſs: 
of Cjivita-Yecchia, M which he was Governor. 


Rienzi had ſo terrified the Grandees who 
vere retired, to their Caſtles, that they could 
ſcarcely recover themſelves on the Information 
of his Retreat, and were no leſs: than three 
Days before they returned to Rome: They well 
knew the great Aſcendancy he had over the 
People, who, notwithſtanding his Tyranny, lov- 
ed him, and they were apprehenſive of his 
being re-eſtabliſhed in his Authority: But the 
Legate, who was- waiting for the Succeſs of 
Count 4 Altamura at Meont-fiaſcone, haſtened to 
Rome, and having firſt iſſued out a freſh Pro- 
ceſs againſt him, declared him diveſted of his 
Dignity, ſuſpected of Hereſy,” and excom- 
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mutiicated. It is remarkable he was all this 
while in the Caſtle of St. Angelo, where he re- 
mained above *a Month without Moleſtation, 
which may be attributed either to an Appre- 
henſion of the People riſing to his Aſſiſtance, » 


or to a Deſire of giving him an . o 
make his Ejcupert 1 Gt 4 01200; 
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The new L began with tfting 
the antient Form of Govetnment by the Cre- 
ation of Senators. They cr̃eated⸗ three, of 
whom the Legate was Was Cap f; ant of the other 
two, one was of the Houſe 'bf Comma, and 
the other of that of En. This- Settlement 
was a Proof of the Ability of the Legate, Who 
after the Confuſions in Nom? during the laſt 
Revolution and ſome time before, thought he he 
could by no means better ſecure the public 
. ranquility than by dividing the Honour of 
Government between the Colonnis* und Ur/ins, 
ſiting” himſelf as Preſident 10 9 Diſſen- 


tions, and maintain a good1 Ine! ligenee between 


f the Pope and them.” v1. 197A Hin; 10 at 

: Rienzi in lis: Rete beck to nile his Sei 
N (its, and deſpaired not of his Reſtsration. ' He 
e epended upon the Pfotecklom and Suceours: 
„ he Aly che King of Hing: That Prinee 
W the Head ef a numerous A was upon 
. he Point of invading the Kingdam N Naples =. 
A W' = Rimzi might chance to fall” into the 
to Hands of Queen Fane, hm he had or- 
o n to be ſelzed if the appeared in his 
we erritories, he judged it too hazardous to! 
min queſt” of that Monarch. Happily for 
ed, | 


im te Revolution he waited ber ſoon tool 
H 6 place: 


156 The Consyriwacy . 
place. Mok. of the Grandses of the, King. 
dom declared themſelves. for Laws, Neg 
to pay; hm Homage. The. Citigs and. 
ſens, their, * th to, acknowledge 12 
Ae ; ho in a Moment, found, her- 
ſe eben F l hex, Subjess, had no other 
Reſource left, but to fly to Provence. nl three 
Gallies, which | ſhe always kept in Rexdi- 
nels, far, wy yen, in te, Port of Naples. She 
embagked in the, Night. on the; 15th of Jam 
ary, Lewis Rxince of, Tqrants, her ort, 
followed, twe, 8 has. i ed. by. N. 
£0) las Acciaiveli, e 
a ee e Poor 
12 qa ie 
een os a Bloodan 


either 8 


This. 8 Rienxi ſoon reac: 
ed Rome, from whence: be. the ſegretly: 
to, withdrays.; himdels, Before, hig. Depatue 
he left a Poken of, his. Hopgs of being; reſtorel 
to his 1 After he had-retired to the 
Caſtle St. eh, he cauſed to be = 

allo of St. Mary ng 
1. Coſtes, an 1 Angel ith, 962 


Aae v8 l and, a 55 28083 * 

ing; 4 Symbol, that that. he ſhould, one. Dy 
be keſlered to his Dignity, that at that Tins 
he ſhould;humble the, Grandecs. Tour 
him, apd.cruſh. them in Pieces, agcarding- 
the Wade of 5 


et. The Populace in Deriſion covered this 
enigmatical Painting with Dirt. Rienzi the 
Night before his Departure had the Curioſity to 
view this frm 7 00% which he eſteemed a 
Pledge of his Return, He came to the Place 
in the Habit of a Monk, and grieved to ſee the 
Image disfigured in ſo outrageous a Manner, 
ordered his Friends to keep a Lamp burning 
before it for the Space of one Lear. That 
Night he departed Rome, and ſet out for Naples, - 
where he arrived at the latter End of January. 
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H E Diſer Arme of Riennz, fenvbly 4s 
fected — King of Hungary, as he 
looked upon him as a. Man firmly: 

attached to his Intereſts, and able 
to — the Enterprize he bad meditated 
upon Siciiy, and for „ieh the Tribune had 
promiſed him Succours. He received him with 
great Marks of Diſtinction and Affection, and 
granted him an Azyle at his Court. It is ſaid: 
they made at this Time à ſecret Treaty, which 
gave the gs much Uneaſineſs. Among the 


Orders. 


160 Thy Co'nsÞIFAGy 
Orders which his Holineſs-- ſent. to Cardi. 
nal Bertram di Eur, his. Legate at Nome, he 
earneſtly and, exprefly Charged, him to 
remonſtrate to King Leit, that if he was 
willing to ſhew. himſelf a true Son of the 
© Church, he muſt not in any Manner ſuccour, 
© relieve or protect that perverſe Man (as he 
called Nicholas Rienzi) who was excommu- 
nicated and ſtrongly ſuſpected of Hereſy; nor 
any of his Partizans and Adherents: That it 
was his Duty to cauſe him to be ſeized upon 
and ſent under a ſtrong Guard, either to the 
Legate or to Abignan, that he might receive a 
Puniſhment due to his Crimes. The Pope 
concluded, with conjuring Lewis to reflect 
what a Blemiſh it would caſt upon his Repu- 
tation, to favour and countenance a Man (as 
it is reported) ſuſpected of Hereſy, and - how 
< difpleaſing is muſt be to the Almighty God, to 
© enter into his Sentiments and. Intereſts, 
This Letter was dated May 7, 1348. 


Whether the earneſt Sollicitations of Clement 
VI. to diſengage him from Rienzi, made an 
Impreſſion upon the Mind of King Lewis, who 
ab that. JunQure- found himfelf- unable to re- 
_ ſillithe Holy: Sec, or whether he judged he had 
no further Concern with a Man, for whoſe Re- 
ſtotation he. muſt at the very beginning be obli- 
geil to hire Fonces, it is certain that that Mo- 


narclr left abruptiy the Kingdom ot N 
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The. ſadden Departure-of che King: of Hun- 
gary amazed” equally the- whole World. With- 


dee onto the · Officers of bis Army, after ” 
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had ſecured all the Caſtles and ſtrong Places, 
barked on Board a Galley for Huzgary, after an 
Abſence of about three: oaths. from It. Vari- 
ous were the Opinions: of this myſterious De- 
parture,: But in the dreadful. Sickneſs, which 
hegan to. depopulate {ay and eſpecially the 
Kingdom of Naples, he could not remain wita-- 
out Danger of Joking his Liſe; and as he found. 
himſelf under a, Neceſſity of | withdrawing, he: 
ſude tert ii ls yd r n 


The contagious, Diſtemper, which forced the: 
King of Hungary to. quit Naples, was reported 
by Hiſtorians tot exceed the Plague of Egypt. in- 
the Time of Hhbaraeh and that which cauſed. 
ſo great Deſolation in 7ahy during the Ponti- 
ficate of St. Grigony. Vet Providence, who re- 
ſerved Rienxi for a, Scourge: to chaſtiſe the Ra»: 
mans, permitted him to eſcape the Contagion; 


the Interruption of. Trade and Commerce help:- 


ed him to conceal. and ſhelter himſelf from the 
ſtrict Search the Pope made after him. Cleared! 
from theſe Dangers-he; purſued) his former De- 
lign of re-eſtabliſhing; mſelf at Rome at all 
Events, and for that Lud cantrived a Scheme, 


Among the Number of Troops which 
the King: of Hungary ſent into Naples, he had a4 
E py, 6 twelve hundred 
Horſe, commanded by, a Lord:of that Empire 
e 
principal Corps of the King of M Als 
ter they. had copy. Wonders: in Sicthy,, which 
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162 _ The Cons PIRAT 
gave the Pope Cauſe to complain, the King 
made Uſe of hem upon diverſe Occaſions! © But 
Warner by Reuſon of his Haughtineſs'was diſ- 


contented; the" turned againſt Rim and quitting 


his Service, determined to make 4 Campaign in 
Rome. This Man Nienzi fixed upon as a pro- 

per Inſtrument to reſtore him. "He made Pro- 

poſals to him, which perplexed the Court of. 
Avignon to ſuch''s Degiee, that the Pope gave 
the moſt preſſing Orders firſt to Cardinal Ber- 

tram to prevent the Conſequentes'of ſe danpe- 
rous a Confederacy, by drawing from Ries 
Intereſt Peruſa, Florence, and Sienna; afterwards 
to Hannibal ue Succeſſor to Bertram in 
the Legateſhip, to put a Stop to the Springs, 

which that active Spirit had ſet in Motion in 
rah and Rome, to facilitate his Return- 
{105 263; 20736 en m4: e ee 
15 The A 8 x 1 ; WOES 
much the better founded, as he was not inſen- 
ſible of the Diſpoſitions of the People towards 
their old Tribune. He well knew that: the 
Want of Steadineſs in the new Adminiſtration, 
had cauſed Diſturbanees which made them la- 
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ment the Loſe of him; that inſtead of that Se- 


curity, which he had eſtabliſhed upon the pub- 
lic Rgads, the Travellers were expoſed to con- 
tinual Robberies; and that they (the People) 
if Rienzi had Courage equal to his Sedition, and 
was furniſhed with Succours, would again re- 
ceive him at Name as their Deliverer. In re- 
gard to theſe Diſpoſitions and the juſt Com- 
plaints of the Dangers on the Roads the Holy 
Father charged” his firſt Legate to uſt all poſli- 
ble Means to put 2 Stop to thoſe Robherics, 
Which would leſſen the on of —_—— 


9 


ons of the Pope were fo | 
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for their Tribune: His © ſecond: Tie ite he ex- 
preſsly commanded to renew all rToceeding 
of his Predeceſſor apainft Rial. In the Brief 
dated November 21, 1348, he ſet forth the 
Negotiations and fecret Practices of Rien 4 
who by his Flight” to thoſe who. had Power 
fupport him, rendered * himſelf” till more for- 
midable. This Wretch (faid his Holineſs) 
* perſiſts/in his Obſtinacy, and meditates new 
Plots, infinitely” more dangerous than his 
former, in order to overthrow; if he had the 
5 Power, both Church alicl City, He' yet - 
© tains by clandeſtine Means a number of Par- 
« tiſans, he amuſes them by Artifices, and 
* makes Promiſes to them which lie can ne- 
ver accomplifh,- He has already & 
ſome of Ge higkeſt Rank (meanin T e b 
* of Hungary and Nn) to (ekz 19 Otiurch 
* and public Welfare, and follow him in his 
Attempts upon the Holy See“ To obfiru 
their Deſigns, the Legate- publiſhed” freſh Ana- 
themas againſt Rienzi, and declared all Princes, 
who favoured, g1 data or. knew , Ye 
Place of his Retreat; exc municated d. 


— 


Theſe Prechiiinas-Flake" e l Avig 
and the Legates againſt a Fugitive without 55 
or Aid, demonſtrate that he had ſtill at Rome, 
and in the Countries allied; a great 1 ONE my 
rertheleſs his formidable Party y, his 
with Merner, and the Protection of Ming 5 
of Hungary, were all of no Effect. He a 
himſelf obliged to lay  concealed'in the” 
15 of Mont - - Mayel's, diſguiſes! in the Habit FE | 

enitent, where he remained with "the Her- 
mits the whole ſucceeding Tear J * * 


| 5 Tie, gener der 


bor the Opportuni of the grand Jubilee, hi 
was approaching, 01 which waht afford wt 


r 40: crpay incognite ee ow, 


This In eee Wide. eg by Clement VI. 
Ke the Year. 1350. It was ſo particularl limi- 
ted to the City ef Name, that Hugh King of 
pres who had ſent.an Ambaſſador on ” 
Living hy Leave. to partake: of it without 
ominions, was denied his Requeſt, 
4 of ſeveral. other r ſovereign Princes. The 
8 from all Parts of Europe were ſo pro- 
5 ious, that betwen Cbri 1 Day {the Dy 
its. Opening) and the. Eaſter following, * 
= reckc ned little leſs than 1, 200, ooe Foreignen 
at Rome. The Places of thoſe: who returned 
home were. 1 ed by.new Comers. Between 
2 and: M hitſunday were counted about 
$900,000. more; and notwithſtanding the Heat 
of the Summer conſiderably leſſened the Num- 
ber, there was ſcarce a Day during the Seaſon 
but 200,000 F aregners were ſeen at Rome, 


By the Faxour of fuck a. Multitude, Niemꝛi 
ventured to enter once more without being 
known. + He. huddled, himſelf amidſt. the Croud, 
and found: the Situation of Affairs favourable to 
his Deſigns, by Reaſon: of — eee Diſcon- 
tent of People, in Re the. Legate. 
It was ordained in the Bull. EY to gain Indul- 
gence the Churches, ſpecified therein „er be 
Viſited for a certain Number of Days; 
the Romans thirty, the /alians fifteen, and ten 
all other Foreigners. The Pope granted full 
Powers to the. Cardinal de Ceccano and 
to is Vicar reſident at Rame, to diſpenſe wm 
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is Limitation, upon, Account of the prodi- 

In ſpite of their Or- 
ders and Precautions, they met with great Dif- 
Proviſions as they ſhould have done, ſetting. a 
dinal Ceccano thought to remedy this Evil by A 


of GABRTNI. 6s 

gious Concourſe from all Parts, 1 according 23 - 

they ſhould judge proper. In f 

ficulties, occaſioned by the Merchants without, 

who brought not the Corn, Wine and other 

Price according to their own Wills upon the 
Commodities they vended to Foreigners. Car- 
Number of Diſpenſations, which produced great 
Diſcontent.. SHEEN, 5 


The Legate in the Stables of his Palace had 
2 Camel, which attracted the Curioſity of the 
Populace. One Day ſome of the męaner Sort 
of the People teazing this Beaſt, the Groom 
picked a ane with them; Words inſtantly 
came to Blows. The Domeſtics of the Le- 

te drove cut the "Mob, bu: their Number 
Lo encreaſing, and holding together, the: Fee 
turned to the Palace, broke down the Gates, 
and threw Stones from every Corner of the 
Windows, crying out a Heretic, a Heretic. - 
They were furniſhed in a ſhort time, with all 
Sorts of Arms, ſo that the Palace was ina Man. 
ner beſieged. Ceccano ſhewed himſelf in a Bal- 
cony, but his Preſence had no Effect, until Jobn 
2 e came with a Troop of Horſe, and ſup- 
preſſed the Rioters. As trifling as this Tumult 
appeared, Rienzi- was fuſpeQed to be the Author 
of it, or at leaſt a great Abettor. It is ſaid by 
ſome, he formed a Deſign of aſſaſſinating the Pe- 
gate in the Streets of Rome, not doubting but 
the Confuſion and Diſorder, Which an Attempt 
of that Nature would neceſſarily mo 
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would furniſh him with the Means, of putting 


_ Himſelf at the Head: of the People, 857 uk 
„and by aun th he Ware | 


attached to hi 
ate bimlelf in i the. Gover imment. en er, 


A few Day s "after the Attack of the 145 gate“ 
palace, that ardinal, to gain Indulgence on 4 
down Part, reſolved to viſit. the C hurches. . He 

enerally marched With a gang 2 5 W and 
in Pomp agrecable to his 
faying' Maſs pontifically, ! in 8. ae 8 157 
he mounted on Horfe- back, accompanied by 2 
\ numerous Retinue, and went to St. Paul's, the 
Trumpets ſounding all the Time he. marched, 
After ſaying his Prayers in that Church, he 
proceeded to that of the Holy Ghoſt; but jul 
as he was between the two Churches in; the 
middle of the Street, two Arrows were ſhot at 
him from a Window, one of which paſſed with- 
dut touching him, and the other 72 upon 
his Hat without woundin his 

Urficult to determine which. had the. greater 
Predominancy over the Prelate, . his Fear or his 
Indignation. He rode 15 in, an Inſtant to the 
17 efrorti whence the rrows were ſhot, but 

o Soul could'be found in it. The Villains eſ- 
caped through a Back Door, and mixed them- 
felves among the Croud, leaving. their Bow be- 
Bind them, enen Was th only thing that could 
be diſcovered, - notwithſtanding the moſt ſtrict 
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pon Suſpicion; and but no . 
pls be. produced ee 5 Cum Ky The Hou 
fiom vhence the Axzows were met, HO 
liſhed for Want of the Aſſaſſais. After the; moſt 
diligent Enquiies to no Furpeſe, Rienzi was ſuſ- 
pected ;  Suſpicion!; ſeemed to amount to ay 
dence; ſuch was the Force of Prejudice; the 
Legate no longer doubting) him to be the Au- 
thor: of this paſe Attempt, poured out his In- 
dignation againſt him. After zyriting and ſend- 
ing the Head of the Arrow 0 the: Pope, He, ex- 
.communicated: Rienzi again and all his Accom- 
plices: he Jtyled him 1 infamous and an odi- 
ous Heretic 3 he diſannulled all the Ordinantes ITE 
which the, Tribung had made during his Gor | 
vernment, and declared 'him;deprived, and i Al 
_" of Qthevand- Dignity, S113 $3363 46% ni ty 
F my $294). a bas aH 2:1: inn £3.) 
Nui, guilty or innocent, found there Was no 
longer any N ſor him at Rome.” Althou 
he had had the Satisfaction of ſęeing the Peo 
whom he knew were hetter affected to him than 
ever, yet the Vigilance of the Legate __ he 
Adminiſtration, the great; Cpnceurſe of, For 
reigners, more et tp Osler and 
Tranquility, than, tp Sedition, and Conſpiracies, 
and the expreſs and, pathetic; Remonitrangts.of 
ij the Po pe . againſt him, rendered him. deſtitute of 
i Wl the lea Hopes, of Succeſs: He too the on 
portunity of ſaving himſelf in one of Webers 
renn hach. returning. home. 701 n 
Dia 11623 al tia. 1 5 Ain ob 8 9994. 01 
appoi ted not nowwing w 
new Reſource, to, carry on his Deſiens, he, W 
a moſt bold Reſalution, conformable to that 
Raſhnel che fac deen e boy, in his 


former 
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former Exploits. He determined to go w 
Prague to Charles King of che Nm, whom 
tue Year before he had ſummoned to his 
Tribunal; -perſuaded that that Prince, touched 
with the Openneſs with which he would throw 
himſelf into his Arms, would grant him Protec- 
tion and encourage his Return. He tock the 
Rout of Bohemia, diſguiſed in the Habit of a Cor- 
_ -delier, and thereby freed the Legate and Ad- 
-miniſtration from the moſt' dangerous Enemy 
they had at Nome; yet he freed them not from 
their Apprehenſiohs. "The Legate well kney 
of his Return to Rome, but he had nd Certainty 
his Departure. He dreaded continually ſome 
new Enterpriſes ; the Care he took of his per- 
ſon manifeſted his Alarms. When he appear- 
ed in Public, he conftantly wore-an tron Skull 
Cap under his Hat, and a Coat of Mail under 
is Caſſeck. He feared the People almoſt a 
much as Rienzi; in his Heart he retained a 
warm Reſentment againſt the Romans, who in 
Return - entertained no favourable *Diſpoſitions 
towards him, and upon every Occaſion frankly - 
ſpoke their Sentiments. They had (ſays For- 
tiseca) four great Objections againſt him: He 
was no Citizen of Rome; he was ſquint ; eyed; 
he loved Pomp and Pageantry; and was, bat 
(adds that Author) ĩs better omitted than related. 
To remove him from the diſagreeable Situation 
he found himſelf in at Nome, the Pope upon the 
Refuſal of Cardinal Gy d Bonne, who begged 
to be excuſed, gave him the Legateſhip of Na- 
ples to treat with the King of Hungary, whole 
Return to that Kingdom had rekindled the 
Mar with greater Fury than ever. Hannibal di 
Cecrano left Rame accordingly; but — 
: | T3 he 
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he paſſed his Seignory of Cactanor Monte 


, 


and St. Germain, but he alighted at a 
where they brought him a Repaſt, in which 


be poiſoned on Purpoſe to deſtroy the Prelate : 
Be it as it may, he actually died the next Day, 
Fuly 17, 1350, in a Town called St. George, 
Fortiacca attributes his Death to an Indigeſtion, 
occaſioned by the Quantity of Wine he drank 
with Milk after it, and eating Cucumbers to 
Exceſs. This ſeems the leſs probable, as every 
one of his Retinue, among whom was a Ne- 
phew, who drank of this Wine, died, ſome of 
the Road, ſome at Rome, and others at Viterbo. 
His Baggage was plundered by the Heads of 


Body after embalming was carried in a Coffin 
to Rome in the Habit of St. Francis, and interred 


any funeral Pomp or Solemnity. | 

About the ſame Time Rienzi arrived at 
Prague, where the King of the Romans then 
was. He preſented himſelf to that Monarch 
le with great Confidence, and throwing himſelf at 
|; his Feet, with his accuſtomed Eloquence he 
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God had vouchſafed to be the Deliverer of 
eme and Governor thereof, according to the 
Laws of Juſtice; that he had ſeen under his 
Obedience Tuſcany, the Roman Provinces and 


that every Wretch the Earth contained knew 
* the Succeſs of the Iron Rod, which the Lord 


baut 


at St. Peter's in the Family Vault, but without 


told him, That he was Nicholas Rienzi, whom 


* dea Ports; that he had humbled the Gran 
dees, and reformed an Infinity of Diſorders ; . 


had armed him with SOON Cauſe of Juſtice; 


2 


of GABRIENK why. 
cali 
was Wine, by the Conſequences ſuſpected to 


the Country, who. were up in Arms, and his 
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but that the ſame God who elevated and ſuppor. 
© ted him during the Rigour of his Government, 
© had at length chaſtiſed him for his Eaſineſs 
© and Moderation, by the Injuſtice of the Gran- 
dees, who had prevailed over him, and com 
© pelled him to depart: Rome: That in his Ex. 
ile he thought it behoved him to. ſeek. no 
other Azyle than from a puillant Emperor, 
to whom he had the Honour to be related, 
being the Iflue of one of the natural Sons of 
„the . Henry; that a Prince deſtined 
by Heaven to deſtroy Tyrants and Tyranny, 


* muſt have too much Generoſity to abandon 
© a Man, whom it had pleaſed the Almighty | 
© to make an Inſtrument in ſuppreſſing them. 
After this Harangue he told the King a Pro- ( 
phecy given to him by a holy Hermit of 
Aeont- Mayelle during his Retirement, and which 
Was in Subſtance, that the Eagle ſhould be ſent i 0 
Aare the Corneills. 5 
© Charles was aſtoniſned at the Boldneſs ad * 
Inſolence of a Man, who had: Aſſurance to pre- 8 
tend a Conſanguinity ; but offended leſs at fuch wh 
Rhodomantade, than touched with the Frank Wil 
neſs with which a Perſonage ſo celebrated, who C 
had made even himſelf tremble, came to ſeek Re- 5 
ſuge, received him with all the Honour and Aﬀec Wl © 
tion he judged due to Merit in Diſtreſs; never: Wi "* 
 theleſs this 3 of aer x9 not ſo ſincen the 
and diſintereſted to ſecure- Rienzi from being 4 
h:reafter made a Dupe. When he reſolved u wh 
go to Prague he foreſaw that the new Empe- Wil © 
Tor, Who owed his Elevation to the Pope, 15 
would make no ſcruple of making; his Courttd a 


n en ie ene 


whomthe Holy Father had made the moſt diligent 
Search throughout /caly. He foreſa likewiſe, that 
he ſhould be delivered up to the Pope. But un- 
able to find out any Expedient ſo proper to com- 
paſs his Deſign of remounting the Throne he 


and Artifice to engage his Enemies and even 
the Court of Avignon itſelf :» A Preſumption 
fooliſh in Appearance, yet fortunate afterwards 
in Event. The Manner of this bold Proceed- 
ing of Rienzi, inſtead of compleating his Ruin, 
which ſeemed inevitable, drove him into a La- 


bring his Affairs to an happy Iſſue after a long 
Chain of Misfortunes. The Emperor Charles 


Conduct would have been inhuman, but by 


giving him ſome Guards, in ſhew of Honour, 
and as much Liberty as he cou d wiſh, - He 


was fallen from, he relied upon his Eloquence 


byrinth, by which from a Superiority of Ge- 
nus he might extricate himſelf with the greater 
Glory: and by that kind of Fortune, which 
ſometimes attends extraordinary Perſonages, 


was in fact ſo pleaſed to have it in his 
Power to ſacrifice Riengi to the Pope, a Com- 
plaiſance the King of Hungary had imprudently. 
refuſed the Holy Father, that he began to ſe- 
cure his Prey, not by impriſoning a Man, wo 
15 had ſurrendered himſelf at Diſcretion; ſuch a 
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was treated as a Priſoner of the firſt Rank. On 


nen be other Hand Rienzi by a refined Policy was 
elk willing to. ſaye Gharles from the Reproach, 
+0 »bich muſt neceſſarily fall upon him, in deli; 
mpe- 'ering up to an enraged 'Pontiff a Wretch, wo 
Pope, me to ſeek an Azyle in his Dominions. He, 
unt declared to the Emperor, that as he could, he 
ale cht to make known his Retreat to the Pope: 


That for his Part, he feared not to go to Avignon; 
I 


4 


2 Ga. 


Learned were pleaſed: with his Converſation : 


af the Antients, which he proper an » and 
the natural Sallies of his fertile 


difficult to expreſs the Joy which the Pope ſhew- 


-quietude, The Opinion and Dread he had af 
of the Romans, dated Auguſt 17, 1350. 


2 Ade Almighty God for preſerving the Churk 
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on the contrary deſired nothing more. Charts, \ 
 overj,yed at this Opportunity of blending his 


Intereſts with his Glory, made immediately his 
Court to Clement, and loaded his Priſoner with 
Honours. He treatad Nienai in great Splen- 
dour, and. received and paid his Vifits as: 2 
ſovereign Prince. The Curioſity of ſceingiſo fa- 
mout à Perſon, of hom ſuch Wonders had 
been related, drew continually ſuch a Concourſe, 
that he had a Court highly: diftinguiſhed;: The 


quence with which he expreſſed himſelf in La- 
furniſhed him with the moſt! beautiful Paſſages 


le Imagination 
made him eſteemed a Prodigy of Wit. 


| While be was thus admited: ani careſſed b 
the Grandees at Prague, another Sort of Treat. 


ment was: reſerved. for, him at Abignan. It is 


ed at the Letters which he received from the 
Emperor, wherein he was informed by that 
Prince, that he had at length in his Power the 
Man who had given his Holineſs ſa much In- 


Kienz;i, are beſt ſeen in his Anſwer to the King 


Climent begins with * returning Thanks t 


from the furious Tempeſt with which it ws 
© lately menaced ; for miraculouſly delivering 


cy 3 Jef kk. ww mom 


dy = 


Q 
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up that true Son-of Belial Nicholas Riemzi, into 


„the Hands of the Emperor; a Citizen 'of | 


© Rome, but a moſt wicked and dangerous Ci- 
< tizen,condemined as an Heretic by the Legates, 
Cardinals Embrun and *Ceccano, from whoſe 


Sentence there was no Appeal. Aﬀterwards 


© the Holy Father makes his Acknowledgments 
* to that Prince for ſecuring the Delinquent ; 
© that he (the Emperor) had teſtified his Zeal 
and Attachment to the Holy See, in the moſt 
* illuſtrious Manner by Services ſo conſiderable 
© and important:* He tells him that he had 
* writ to the Archbiſhop of Prague to propoſe 


to him, either to ſend under a ſtrong Guard 


* the Criminal to Avignon, or iſſue out himſelf 
* Proceſs againſt him, and to acquaint him im- 
* mediately -with his Determination, that ac- 


*. cording to the Part he takes, he may either 


* ſend a Party to bring away the Priſoner, or 


* ſend the Articles of Impeachment againſt him.“ 


He concludes with beſeeching the Emperor © to 
* aſſt the Prelate in every thing that ſhall ap- 
* pear neceſſary in the preſent Juncture, and to 
* take N Care, that that Son of Belial 
find no Means of making his Eſcape.” | | 


Rienzi not only conſented to go to Avignon, 
but earneſtly preſſed for it. e ſurrendered 
himſelf to Toby Biſhop of Spoletto, Nager du 
Moulinneuf, and Hugh Carlatio, three Officers 
whom his Holineſs had ſent Expreſs to conduct 
bim to Avignon. Through all the Cities and 
Towns he paſſed, the People flocked in Crouds 
to meet him, crying out they were _— 
reſcue and fave him from the Hands of the 
Pope. But he turned about to them, thanking 
F them 
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8 ſoon i an | Rio arrived at W 5 
Clement VI. had the Curioſity to ſee 
once more the Man, who ſince the 
Time of his firſt Deputation had the 

Temerity and Succeſs to render himſelf greater 

than Kings, and. who had given him ſo much 

Trouble "II 1uietude, He cauſed him to be 

brought into his Preſence, that he might ob- 

ſerve his Countenance, and hear if he rſt ſay 

any Thing in his e The Delinquent | 

4 33 
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than Juſtice,: That his Holineſs was too equi- 


table to condemn; him likewiſe unheard; that 


far from endeavouring to avoid Trial, he had 
long ſince determined to ſurrender, if he could 
have been aſſured of Security from his Court; 
that it was with no other View he paſſed 0 
- Bohemia, than to implore the Emperor to o 

tain rom his Holineſs che Fermiſſion of juſt: 
ſying himſelf with the les Danger; that as he 
had at preſent the Happineſs to embrace the 
Knees of the common Father of Chriſtians, he 


before whom he was ready to give ſo an 


Account of is Condutt. as Jt aftera 


ſtrict Examination would demonſtrate, that no 


Man whatever was more ey attached to 


the Church, the Holy See, and the Holy Father 
in particular than he was; and that if he had 


committed fore Errors in the Government of 
a People fo untoward and tumultuous as the 


Romans, they were of ſuch a Nature as to fen- 


der him rather an Object of Compaſſion than 


Correction. 


declare 


i 
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declare, 10 he had not thrown himſelf at 
Feet but to ir nplore Mercy, was amased at c 


Aſſurance with which he defired uder 7 — Lo 
pretended L "The Ho Fate told 


him, that as he. deſired 'Fuftice, bis 4 
moſt "2 0 called for it, and laid the Holy See 
under a age ye Vi Proceeding againſt him 
with erity ; that it would much 
better 0 a Man, accuſed of ſuch violent 
Enormities and Excelles. as he was, to endea- 
vour to obtain Indulgence by a frank and ſincere 
Confeſſion of bis Crimes, than to aggravate them 
by baſe Pretenſions to POOR: CR 


He was, condutted 175 the Tags Order to 
a particular Priſon pre ared on 

as a State 7 W ere he v 25 ut up alone 
and chained to the Floor. ree Cardinals 
were nominated to carry on the Proceeding 


zgainſt him. The chief Articles of Accuſation 


turned 113 the ſame Grievances, which the 
Pope had ſet forth in his Letter wrote to the 
Romans a ſhort Time before Rienz's s Flight, 


and: which we have already inſerted. 


Rina? "endeavoured * to Juſtify "himſelf againſt 


every. Article of the Impeachment, To the. 
Charge of Hereſy, he proteſted. that he was en- 
lirely in Subjection to, the Church, that if any 


unguarded T'drm had paſſed, him, it was either 
through Ignorance or want of Attention, that 
therefore he diſowne@ the whole of this Article. 
He acknowledge: Mat he had received the Am- 
baſſadors of Lewis "of Bavaria, and that he had 
ſent the ſame to him; but with no other Inten- 

I * - 5 tion 
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1757 for him 
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dion than than to bring about his. Recoxci. 
liation to the Holy See. In regard to. Un. 
Hantines Urn be uſed it not in the "Irreverend 
Manner a Pagan Emperor had done, but fre- 
quently eee as x good Catholic the Body 
of Jeſus Chriſt. As to the Pope's Table, be 
muſt own, his Belief that his greateſt Crime 
was eating thereon with his Holineſs's Vica, 
after they had been at Dice together upon it, 
He concluded, that the Ceremonies fo much 
exclaimed againſt at his Coronation, had nothing 
in themſelves either culpable, ot contrary to 
the Rights of the Church, although Pra- iſed 
heretofore among the Pagans. 


The Pope was by Nature humane and bene- 

volent; no Man was a better Judge 0 of true Me- 
* rit; he knew he had nothing rther to ſear 
from Rienzi ; to theſe Circumſtances our Pri 
ſoner was moſt -probably obliged for the mill 
Treatment he met with. His olineſs content- 
ed himſelf with detaining him in Priſon, a3 
Perſon of too dangerous, a Spirit, and too caps 
ble of forming new and e oaks 

be ſer at Liberty. _ | 


Rienxi remained? in Priſon, a * era 
Fetters, was uſed with great Lenity. 
furniſhed him with wiatever Books he deſired, 
He ſpent his Time in reading the Bible and the 
Roman Hittorians, of whom Livy was his Fi 


vourite. He read that Author with great A, . 
ſiduity, making particular Remarks upon te þ 

Revo utions, the Civil Ware, and the Diſſention . 
between the Senate and People. The difterent 


| ed of the T1 vibunes, their e 
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their Succeſſes, their Misfortunes, nat a 
more than ordinary Attention, as he flattered 
himſelf he. ſhould yet one Day make a proper 
Application of ſons ; e in eee o 
bine 15 | 


But while 1 45 was Rk en in BPR. 9 
Means of re-eſtabliſhing himſelf, Providence 
aſſiſted him with thoſe- that were more | effica- 
cacious and certain; the Troubles which fell 
cut at Rome after ug Departure, 0 


Without e on che two os 
eſtabliſhed by Cardinal Embrun, immediately 
after the Baniſhment of Rienzi, or the Weak- 
neſs of their Adminiſtration, which compared 
with the inflexible Reſolution of the Tribune, 
formed a dangerous Contraſt on the Minds of 
a People naturally mutinous, and of late ac- 
cuſtomed to love and fear that Idol; without 
expatiating on the Legateſhip of Cardinal Cec- 
cane, who notwithſtanding the good Order he 
endeavoured to maintain during the Jubilee, 
could not ſecure himſelf ee Boy and died 
at length in the Manner beſore related, the 
Romans in conſequence of the Jubilee dackred 


to the Pope, that they were willing to live here» 
pb after in an entire Dependance upon his Holi- 
nu 


neſs ; and to give him Proofs thereof, they be- 
ſceched him to ſend four Cardinals to eſtabliſh 
among them ſuch a Form of Government as. he 


t AV ould judge moſt proper. Fheſe Prelates made 
n 1 Regulations for the Government of the City, 
ntio 


and Purſuing the Policy of the Legates and of 
Kienzi himſelf, divided the Authority between 
the Colonnas © and US fins,” 19 nominating Sciatmra 

Canna. 


180 be ConsFtkaty- 
Colima and Fordan Urſin ' Senators, with this 
particular and new Circumſtance, that in their 
Commifhon it was ſpecified they were made ſo 
by Authority of the Pope. Cardinal Embrun 
gave Room for this Innovation in making him- 
ſelf one of the Senators for the Holy See after 
the Flight of Rimezi, and keeping the People 
in Remembrance of their Dependance upon the 
Sovereign Pontiff. But the People, on one 
Hand, paid little Regard to theſe 'outward Ap- 
pearances of Subjection, which they could eaſily 
make or relinquiſh according to their Intereſts; 
on the other, the new Senators could not lony 
hold a good Underſtanding among themſelves : 
They quatrelled, and the Quarrel was carried 
to ſuch a Length, that Coloma finding himſelf 
the weaker, was obliged to yield his Authority 
to his Copartner. His Government was no 
ways pleaſmg to the Romans, who had an In- 
clination to Sedition ever ſince the Abſence of 
their Tribune. The antient Diſorders revived; 
they plundered each other with open Violence, 
They found no ſurer Means of getting rid of 
their Senator than by engaging underhand his 
Enemies without, to beſiege one of his Palaces, 
ordan flew for Aﬀiſtance ; in his Abſence the 
ope's Vicar, Ponce de Perrot, a Man of a bet- 
ter Head-Piece and greater Reſolution than his 
Predeceſſor Raymond in the Time of Rienzi, laid 
hold on this Opportunity, and equally diſſatis- 
ſied with Senators and People, ſuddenly made 
himſelf Maſter of the Capitol. But his Stay 
was very ſhort; James Savelli of the“ Colomn's 
Farty, ſoon compelled him to withdraw, while 
Stef hen -Colonna, Son of one and Brother to the 
ether Cola, who were killed at St, Laurence 


Gate 


ducing 


as opened by Reaſon of the 


and worthy of occup 
| W of the Grandees and the Alu- 


L „ A1 701. 


Gate fighti againſt the Tang — 
himſelf of a Fortreſs at-Rome, which was called 
the Count 8 Tower. 
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like ole nid mot fl of. 
great Confuſion i in the City, which du-- 
ring this ue 2 expoſed to all Manner 
in commĩ wi Impunity: Fs, 
. laſt to San Lodaracd, fell To 


fices to the Violences and 'Depradations of —4 


Populace. If among the Citizens thoſe of the 


better Sort, touched with this deplorable Situ- 
ation of the City, deliberated upon the moſt ef- 
fectual Means to put 'a- Stop to theſe Enormi- 
ties, their Conſultations were as ſoon broke up 

2 eee Parties 
ſu among chem; e imagining he 
— Will en or abandon un F cends | 
The moſt honeſt however met tu try all po 
Endeavours to avert, aſter the Example 7 2 
enxi, . which were now beveme: _ 
portable. 5 


They met in St. Marys $ Church, 

that the only Remedy re; and W = 
chuſe a Chief, who oi —_— the City with 
an abſolute Power. They fixed upon John 
Cerroni, who was elected by unanimous Con- 
ſent, and nominated Chief of the People. He 
was no more than à Citizen of. Rome, but of a 
Family not the moſt inconfiderable'; of an Age 
and Character that rendered him- reſpeQed, 

ing his Place by other 
Methods than that of this Confederacy : But 


tiny 
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tiny of the People, made theſe Kinds of C 


ww 
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The Election over, they brought Cerroni in 
great Pomp, but without Tumult or Arms, to 
the Palace of the Capitol, which was then poſ- 
ſeſſed by James Savelli, after he had driwen 
from thence the Pope's Vicar. Sauelli, unable 
to make head againſt them, readily complied 
with their Demands, and ſurrendered the Ca- 
pitol. Cerroni entered it, and immediately or- 
dered the Bell to be rung, which had not been 
heard ſince Rienzi's Government. At the firſt 
Sound the People flocked without Arms; the 
Grandees on the contrary, alarmed at this No- 
velty, and believing that the Tribune was eſ- 
caped out of Priſon and returned to cruſn them, 
came, well armed and attended, to the Capitol. 
They deſired to know the Meaning of this 
Step; the People anſwered with one Voice, 
that they had choſen John Cerroni their Chief 
and Governor of the City according to the 
Laws of Equity. The Nobles, aſtoniſhed at 
ſo reſolute © Reply, affumed the beſt Counte- 
nances they were able, and ſubſcribed - to an 
Election made without their Privit x. 


Cerroni found himſelf univerſally acknow- 

ledged Governor; but to ſecure his Authority, 
and to follow the Example of Nienai, he deſired 
to obtain the Conſent of the Pope's Vicar. 
That Prelate came on the firſt Notice. As 
in all Appearance he had dived into this Myſ- 
tery, and was determined to humble the No- 
bles, he chearfully gave his Conſent, but with 
2 Dexterity ſuperior to men at 
1 hes inſiſte 


inſiſted above all Things that Gerrons ſhould 


take an Oath of Fidelity to the Church, and 


ſwear punctuall 7 to obey every Order of the 


Pope. By this Step the Vicar, after receiving 


his Oath and ſcaling his Authority, made law- 
ful a Conſpiracy, - which in Riamzi had been 


eſteemed tyrannical. All this happened on 
St. Stephen's: Day, and: was concluded before 


Noon to the great Content of the People. It is 
certain the Court of : Avignon, could not have 
wiſhed for a better Choice than this made in 
the Perſon of Cerrani,, a juſt Man, of an honeſt 
Heart and a. peaceable Diſpoſition, an Enemy 


to Violence, free from all manner of Vice, and 


above all of ſo equal a Frame of Mind, that 
this new Dignity. made not the leaſt Alteration 
in him. He governed the. People in Peace, and 
without any Diviſions either within or without, 
except one Excurſion he was obliged to make 
upon the Territories cf John de Fic, Governor of 


That turbulent Man was daily rendring him- 
ſelf more and more formidable, by taking Pof- 
ſeſſion of ſeveral Places belonging to the eccle- 
ſiaſtical State, which ſince Rienzi's Flight were 
abandoned to the Diſcretion of the firſt, who 
ventured to ſeize them; the Romans, who 
could not behold. ſo near and. ſo dangerous a 
Neighbour aggrandizing himſelf in this man- 
ner, judged this the proper Time to oppoſe his 
Conqueſts, as the People, ſtill retaining the 
Idea of their old Tribune, were willing to follow 
the Paths he had marked for them, and attack, 

3 he. had done, the Governor of Viterbo. Ac- 
cordingly the Troops were allembied, the Nr 
I DE OTST OT” Ip Dane 


Mt Cobra 

mand of which was given to 7#r4an Urſin, with 
Orders to Join Nicholas de Serra, who com- 
manded MF Stees . of the Church inthe Ter. 
ritories of the Patrimony. The Whole com- 
poſed an Army of twelve thouſand Foot and 
twelve hundred Horſe, which were deſtined to 
beſiege Yiterbo, and not to ſeparate till they 
had taken the City, But che Moment "they | 
were Joined, an unlucky Accident happened, 

which difconcerted all their Meaſureb. O- 
Serra, who was appointed Commander in Chief, 
upon whole Experience they had great Hopes 
of making a happy Compaign,' was torn to 
Pieces by his Horſe, running away with him, 
They inſtantly laid aſide their Enterprize, ſe- 
parited their Armies, and the Roman Troops 
returned, without performing any other Exploit, 
than pillaging the Out-ſkirts of Verb. 


The Iſſue of this Expedition was not attri- 
buted to Cerroni, who had the Prudence, in Imi- 
tation of Rienzi, to nominate another to ſerve 
in the Profeſſion of War, in which he had ne- 
ver engaged. Content to Glcharge his Office 

with more Moderation and leſs Severity than 
Rienxi, he had the Honour to govern peaceably 


almoſt twenty Months. 
A Conduct fo wiſe Thould have eſtabliſhed, 


one might have imagined, his Authority, and 

gained him the Affeclion of the Romans; but 

| he knew little of that reſtleſs and factious Peo- 
ple. They required one of more Life and Spi- 
ik: e e to the bloody Scenes and pom- 
pous Cavalcades of their Tribune, they were 

vexcd at ſeeing no more of thoſe 1 | 5 

| oſe 
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thoſe great Executions, which he uſed to make 
a proper Spectacle for their natural Inquietude. 
They became tired of the Moderation and Uni- 
formity of Cerreni; be was no longer obeyed, 
his Orders were frequently deſpiſed; they laſt 
all Reſpect for him, and the Grandes infulted 
him with Impunity. He on his Part was tired 
with ruling a People ſo fickle and untractable, 
and laying hold of an Opportunity, Which an 
Inſult committed upon his Perſon by Late Sa- 
velli in Preſence of the People, gave him, he aſ- 
ſembled them and reſigned his Office. The 
Reſignation of a Man, who was diſintereſted 
enough to renounce an almoſt Sovereign Dig- 
nity, or who had no more Courage than to 
ſacrifice his Repoſe to his Ambition, cauſed 
great Diviſion among the Romens ; fome ad- 

viſed to take him at his Word; others to oblige 

him to continue in his Adminiftration and feek 
Revenge, Reynold Vn, who was at the Head 

of the laſt Party, took up Arms and drove Sa- 
velli and his Partiſans from Nome; but they foon 

returned with a great Army. Cerruni ordered 
the Capitol-Bell to be rung, but was as much 

regarded as Riemzi was at the Time of Count 

Aliamura's Inſurrection. Having fecured his 
moſt valuable Moveables, eſpecially fix thou- 

land Florins granted him out of the ecclefiaſtical 

, Revenues for che 8 PF ort of his Di ity, he 
0 departed Rome in the Month of 8 T6 5 135 2, 

it lomewhat more than 'a Year and half from his. 
A taking upon him the Reins of Goyernment. 


. He voluntarily abandoned à People, unworthy 
n. ch a Chief, and having pirrchated a Caftle 
Te in Abruzzo, led heretfter A private Life, infi- 
or iltely more happy tha Num; as well u p on 


the 
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the Account of the Liberty he enjoyed, as fr 
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_ After the. Retreat of Cerroni the Grandees re. 
aſſumed their uſual Superiority, and xe-eſtabliſhel 


* 
x 


- 


* 1 


Senators: They ſtill purſued their antient Po- 
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Name of Jangcent VI. His 
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the Moderation which yielded him his Happi 
neſs; while the other in his Dungeon was more 
than ever a Slave to his Ambition. 


the antient Form of Government in nominat 


licy in ballancing the Power of the two illuftri 
ous Houſes, and chuſing on the one Side Ber. 
t held Urſin, and on the other Stephen Colunna, to 


appeaſe or at leaſt; ſuſpend: their preſent Ani- 


: . 
3 3 
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During their Adminiſtration/Clement VI, died 


at Avignon, after he had poſſeſſed the Holy See 


ten Years, and ſeven Months. The Superſti- 


tious or rather the Diſaffected at the Reſidence 


of, the. Popes, at Avignon, imagined that his 
Death was foretold. at Rome by a terrible Storm 
of Thunder and Lightning, which -melted al 
the Bells of St. Peter's Church, and threw down 


Part of the Steeple and Vault. This Storm hap- 


. pened on the ſecond of December 1352, and 


Clement died on the ſixth of the ſame Month. 


The Cardinals: entered the Conclave a few 
Days after his Death. To favour the ſecret 


Practices of the King of France, who bad it 
ready prepared himſelf by a Journey to Auigun, 
the ſacred re of whom a great Number 


were his Subj ts, puſhed the 4 ection with 
ſuch that on the twenty-eighth of 


- December the ſame Vear, Cardinal Stephen 4- 


bert, » Frenchman, was choſen, and afſumed th 
. it h : raiſed him 
| ſtom 


 neto, &c. with all the Fortreſſe 
the Hands of Malate/ta: : - Francis Ordelaffi made 


from the Poſt of Auditor of the Pope's Palace, 
to the 1 of a Cardinal, and now to the 
ſovereign Potificate. He was a Man of an ex- 
emplary Life, rigid Virtue and fervent Zeal for 
the Intereſts of the Church, as he demonſtrated 
after his Advancement to the Papacy, by the 
Meaſures he took to reſtore the Penttories 


which had been taken from her Domains. 
Uſurpation was indeed arrived at a great 


Height; out of all belonging to the Church in 
Romandiola, Ancona, Spoleto, &c. little remained 


undivided... A Number of petty Tyrants took 


the Opportunity of poſſeſſing themſelves of the 
Church's Rights, not only upon Account of 
the Pope's: Abſence. and Reſidence at Auignon, 
but the fatal Diviſions between the Church and 
the Empire, who plundered alternately each 
other to the Advantage of the Uſurpers. John 
de Vic, who had eſtabliſhed the Seat of his Ty- 
ranny at Viterbo, reunited Quito, Marta, Cor- 
round about, and 


* 


himſelf Maſter of Forli, Imola, Giazolo,, &c. It 
may not be improper to give the Reader an 
Idea of the Characters of . of theſe petty 
Tyrants. Francis, Ordelaffi had been excom- 


municated thirty. Years... The Day that the 


Biſhop anathematized him again by the Pope's 
Order with the Sound. of Bell, he on his Side 
cauſed others to ſound, excommunicated the 
Pope and Cardinals, and to carry his Outrage 


to the laſt Degree, burnt them in Effigy upon 
the Spot: He was continually giving Affronts 
to the Biſhop, which occaſioned at length his 


; divine 
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divine Service notwitliſtanding their Orders to 
the contrary ; and out of twenty- one Prieſts who 
refuſed to obey him, and of whom fourteen were 


religious, he cauſed eight to be hanged, ſeven 


to be flead, and the others to be fo cruelly tor- 
mented, chat they expired under their Puniſh- 
ment. When the Legate, whom che Pope ſent 
(as we have ſaid before) to recover by Force 
the eccleſiaſtical Territories, beſteged the Town, 
of Ceſenna, Ordelgſtis Wife, "who governed it 
for him, choſe rather to continue Priſoner in the 
Hands of the Legate with one of her Sons and 
two of her Nephews, than return to her Hus- 
band, ſo much The dreaded the firſt Sallies of 
his Fury. The Prelate, believing thiat ihe na- 
tural Tenderneſs of a Wife and Gilden would 
_ mollify the Heart of this barbarons Monſter, 
ſent one of his Officers to acquaint him, that 
he would immediately releaſe them, upon his 
reſtoring the Church 'the Places which he hal 
torn from her. ' Ordelaffi heard the Propofition 
with Laughter ard Contempt, and fert the En- 
voy for Anſwer, that he had taken him for 
* cuntting Man, but found he was" miſtaken; 
that he muſt know ff he had him in his Pow- 
er for three Days, as he had had his Wife and 
„Children, he would inevitably © have been 
© hanged,” The Barbarity with'which he treat- 
ed tero of his Children, ſufficiently reftthes, that 
his Anſwer was Heſs'the Effect of Policy thin 

Boldnefs: '' The firſt was the "youngeſt of his 
two Sons, named Lewis ; One Day as he was 

throwwig himſelf at his Father's Feet, and con- 
Juri Rim with Tears to treat with the Le- 
gate mich reconcile himſelf to che Pepe, Be. 
* gone, you Baſtard (repfied the Mon ſer) 3 


*. „ 
* woe? 
* * 7 
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© are no Son of mine: In a. Moment, as 
he was chdeavouring- to avoid, his Fury, he 
threw an Arrow at him, the Head of which en 


tered his Ribs, and gave him a Wee of _ 
he died within n "Hours, U 


The other was one. of A NEAT Ell ok 
to a great Lord. She came ta ſeek. him, having 
heard of her Mother's Impriſonment, and em- 
bracing. his Knees; What. my F ather, (ad 
* ſhe) will you ſuffer my Mother to, remain a 
© Captive? In the Name of Heaven reconeile 
b — to the Church“ The barbarous 
Wretch anſwered, her only by catching! her by 
the Hair, and. ſpli 3 all with his Sabre. 
AMan who had ſo Humanity towards thoſe 
who ought to have been deareſt to him, could 
not be ſuppoſed to have much towards his Ene- 
mies. He waged a cruel War, without any Re- 
gard ta the Laus of Nations, and without eon- 
cerning himſelf about Repriaals. A Cruſade 
was formed, againſt him. When Ordalaſi took 
any of the Cruſadpes. during the Courſe of the 
War, thoſe whom he had a Mind to uſe the 
moſt gently, he burnt with an hot Iron in — 
Sole of the Foot with the Sign of the Croſs, 
laying to. them in Deriſion, This Croſs: - 

you wear muſt wear out; that Ii preſent 

« you with never will. Of thoſe. Priſoners he 
choſe to treat -with more Severity, ſome were 
hanged, ſome: flead, and others beheaded, with 
this bitter and impious Satyr upon them. © You 

© entered into this War (ſaid he to them) to 

* obtain Heaven, if I ſhould ſet you at Liberty 

* you, are miſerable; you will return to your 
Sins: Is it not nn then to ſend you while 
© penitent 
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cxpattitent into the other World, where Jus will 
find Paradiſe open for you! This Tyrant was 
the more difficult to ſubdue; as with all his 
Vices which rendered him an Object of public 
Abhorrence, he had the Art to make himſelf 
beloved among his own Subjects. He was 
charitable, popular, affable: He relieved the 
Poor, and gave Dowries to Ladies of ſmall For- 
tunes: More attentive to enrich himſelf at the 
Expence of other Nations than at that of his 
owyn, he fo far gained the Affections of his f 
that they were 15. Aw ſpill the laſt Drop 
their Blood in his Service. As to the reſt 0 
was a. Man void of Juſtice, Religion, Humanity 


a declared Enemy to the Prieſthood and of | 


pan, rr to the Church.” 


John Vi YO Archbiſhop and {Lord of z.. 
lia, was a Man of a different Character from 
that of Ordeloff. © He had an infinite Reſpect for 
the Popes; but under Colour of outward' Con- 
deſcenſion, he ſeized upon their Domains with- 
out Scruple: When they ſent Prelates to him, to 
make Remonſtrances'upon'a Conduct ſo oppoſite 
to the eccleſiaſtic Power upon his Uſurpations 
and Tyrannies, he received them with Honour, 
and heard them with a profound Veneration for 

their Character and for the Sovereign Pontiff; 
but at the ſame Time under their Eyes poſſeſſed 

himſelf at Will of all the Ghurch Lands he was 
able. Cardinal Ceccam, paſſing through Milan 
on his- Legateſhip to Rome, the Archbiſhop 
went out to meet him with a Body of Officers 
and led Horſes ſo richly capariſoned, that the 
| r ow in Surprize asked him for whom'was 
"0 _ 3 He anfwered with an Air 


of 
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«© petty Clerk who could do ſomething.” ' About 
a Year before the Death of -Clement VI. this 


Archbiſhop ſo reſpectful, and fo ſubmiſſive in 


Appearance to the Pope's Ordets, . took Poſ- 


cleſiaſtical State. The Pope, extremely of- 
fended at a Uſurpation ſo heinous in 4 Man en- 

gaged by his Character rather to protect than 
invade the Rights of the Church, ſent to him a 


Legate to bring him back to his Duty, and in- 


fiſt upon the reſtoring of Bologna. The Le- 


rate diſcharged his Commiſſion faithfully, and 


added to the Archbiſhop, that he might take 


his Choice of the temporal and ſpiritual Af-. 
fairs of Milan, as he could not at one Time 


poſſeſs both. The Prelate having heard him 
reſpectfully, told him he would bring him an 
Anſwer the Sunday following in the Cathedral. 
On the Day appointed, having faid Maſs pon- 
tifically, he advanced towards the Legate, who 
ſignified to him a ſecond Time the Pope's Or- 
ders in Preſence of the Congregation, with the 
ſame Compliment of his Choice in Regard to 
the temporal and ſpiritual Authority. At theſe 
Words the Archbiſhop taking in one Hand a 
naked Sword, and in the other a Crucifix, ſaid, 
hgehold my ſpiritual in the Cruciſtæ, and for 
* this Sword it is my temporal, and the De- 
* fence of the one and the other.“ The Le- 
gate was abliged 10 return without any other 
Anſwer, and the Pope for his Refuſal and the 
Manner of it, cited him by a Brief expreſsly to 
appear before him, under Pain of Excommy- 
nication. | The  Archbiſhap' receiving the Brief 
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of Humility, that it was to make known to 
2 4 Ern ö 1 
« the Holy Father, that he had under him a 
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1 by 2 had ys for —— Lol 
ings ? I worn replied, he was _ 
eee 
would. be f by eighteen thouſand 
A TS Ind 
without reckoni great Number 
tants of A 2 would accompany-.them 
e Archbiſhop his Maſter 
„the. wrote to the Arche 
bilka to ee him Know he would, diſpenſe; with 
bibop 7 3. but his Holineſs, was obliged to 
pay the Expences of his Preparations, which be: 
ing,cxtenfve, co 7 the Holy Father above thiry 
thouſand Florins for preſuming n * en 
Archbiſhop and. — yo of Milan. 


As hoe John 4. Vic. and * the Cha 
racer of the, one. hath, already been and 
that of the other will appear in the [5 If 
they were not Men of ſuch Rank as ti former, 
they were howeyer formidable upon Account of 
-their numerous Conguetis: 5 weir 3 
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in War. Theſe four Tyrants and ſome other 
being difficult to ſubdue, Innocent VI. reſolved 
to make Choice of. ſome Perſon of Dexterity, 
for a Commiſſion of ſuch Importance: e caſt 
his eye upon Cardinal Giles d Albornos, a Spani- 
ard, who was created a Cardinal in the laſt 
Promotion of Clement VI. the 18th of Decem- 
ber 1350. He was a Man of known Merit; 
his Reſolution, his Courage, and his Experience, 
both in War and in Negotiation, ſeemed to bid 
fair for Succeſs in this Enterprize. He diſtin- 
eviſhed himſelf in his Youth in the War of Gra- 
nada, and againſt the Saracens and Moors un- 
der King Alphonſus. Afterwards entering into 
Holy Orders he became * Toledo. 
The Pope having nominated him Legate and 
General in the War of Itah, inveſted. him with 
full Powers to grant the Uſurpers ſuch Condi- 
tions as he ſhould think fit, and diſpoſe of all 
the Revenues of the Holy See, which. were ap- 
propriated for the Expedition. This Extent of 
Power ure Room afterwards to his Enemies to 
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a 
— 


he aſperſe him before Urban V. as if he had ap- 
th plied Part of the Monies to his own Advan- 
to tage. They repeated their Accuſation ſo fre- 
e quently, that the Holy Father, as prepoſſeſſed 
ry as he was in Favour of Cardinal a 4!bornes, 
the could not help inſinuating to him, that for the 
| Sake of his Reputation he ought to account for 

| his fifteen Years Adminiſtration of all the ec- 
hat cleſiaſtical Domains. But this Snare ſerved 
and only . a freſh Luſtre to his Glory, by the 
: X BY noble Manner in which he knew how to clear 
ner, himſelf, He cauſed a ; Ren the next Day 
t of to be placed under Urbar's 


| an indow, drawn by 
tour Oxen, and laden with the Keys of all the 
8 K | | Cities 
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Cities, Towns and Fortreſſes, which he had 
brought back to the Obedience of the Holy 
See. Then mounting the Waggon, he thus 
addreſſed the Pope: Behold, Holy Father, to 
< what Purpoſes I have employed the Revenue, 
of the Church.” Urban admired” the Great: 
neſs of the Cardinal's Soul, and aſhamed that 
he had given Uneaſineſs to a Man, who had 
rendered him ſuch eſſential Service, embraced 
him, and loudly commended his Diſintereſted | 
G ² VVV 
g * g 
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D' Albornos began his Expedition about Au- 
tumn 1353, and departed from Avignon with 2 
prone Army, compoſed of Soldiers of different 

ations. He marched through Milan. That 
he might not ſtartle” the Archbiſhop he ſpoke 
not one Word of Bologna, and treated him as a 
Friend of the Holy See. The Archbiſhop on 
his Side received him with ſuch Honours and 
Magnificence, as the Pope could not help men- 
tioning without Praiſe. He would not how- 
ever grant him a Paſſage through - Bologna, leſ 

he might be tempted to ſeize upon it. As it 

was proper at the N to keep in with ſo 
dangerous and powerful an Enemy, the Legate 
took his Route through Piſa, entered into Hl. 
rence, and from thence into the Territories of 
the Patrimony, where he ſecured ſeveral Places, 
1uch as Montefiaſcone, Aquapendente, and Bolena. 
Jobnm de Vic kept in his Poſſeſſion almoſt all the 
reſt of the Patrimony, by which the Prelate 
intended to begin with the reſtoring the eccle- 
ſiaſtie Territories. He inſtantly diſpatched an 
Expreſs to the Prefect, to deſire him to come 
2nd confer with him in an amicable —_ 

5 vi 
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with Aſſurances of the Safety of his Perſon. 
De Vic went to meet him, and as his Practice 
was to promiſe all, and perform nothing, he 
readily agreed with the Legate in every thing, 
and at the ſame Time ſigned a Treaty for re- 
ſtoring thoſe Places he had no Right to. But 
ſcarcely was he returned to Viterb, before he 
imagined he was freed from keeping his Word; 
he put himſelf in a State of Defence, and ban- 
tering the Cardinal ſaid, that he was ſimple 
enough to ſuppoſe a Daſh of the Pen could re- 
ſtore to him Places taken by the Point of the 


Svord. I will not ſtrike a Blow, (added he) 
a * that Prelate brings with him fifty Prieſts or 
it © Almoners, whom my Footmen alone ſhall de- 
x © moliſh The Legate ſoon let him ſee, that 
G his pretended fifty Prieſts were good Troops and 
a 


able to demoliſh him. Having actually made 
Leagues with the Republics of Horence, Sienna, 
and Peruſa, he came before Viterbo, with fo 
conſiderable a Body of his Army, that he for-- 
W- WW <<d de Vic to ſurrender Viterbo, Orvieto, and all, 
that he had taken from the Church. 


a ſo The Cardinal, after erecting a ſtrong Citadel 

at Viterbo, and reſtoring to the Pope the whole 
Patrimony, directed his March to Ancona a- 
—_ Maletefia. Maleteſ$2, ſupported by his 


CES, rother Galeotto, a brave Warrior, received at 
e. rt the Legate's Propoſitions with a Bravado; 
” Lalretto carried it ſo far as to propoſe to decide 
ela 


he Quarrel by a ſingle Combat. The Cardi- 
ul having accepted the Challenge, the War- 
lor evaded it with Railleries, which obliged the 
gate to purſue him with the Main of his 
puny, The Emperor Charles ſent him a 

"" "WA Re- 
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Reinforcement of Germans, whoſe Countenan- 
ces alone ſo terrified Galeotio, that he ſurren. 
dered without drawing a Sword,  Maletg/ta, 0 
ranſom his Brother, reſtored all that he had 

| taken. The Cardinal made a good uſe af 
the Malateſlas, and; placed them. at the Head of 
the eccleſiaſtical Forces, deſtined againſt the 
other Uſurpers. Ordel«f# coſt him much more 
Time and Labour before he was conquered, 
He had at once two Armies, one of twelve 
thouſand Croiſades and the © ther of thirty thou- 
ſand Soldiers, who made terrible ;Havock, 
Their principal Atchievenient was the, taking of 
Cezene. Cia, Wife of Ordelaffi, and reſolute x 
her Husband, governed this City, as he de 

that of Forli. "Theſe two Places withſtood the 
two Armies, The Governeſs of Cæum, aui- 

mated by a Letter, ſent from her Husband, 


ang Mu ia. een 


wherein he exhorted her to make, a ſtout De- 
fence, anſwered him; Do you take care of 
Forli, I will be anſwerab'e for Cezeno,” - She 

| had kept her Word in ſpite of all the Legates 
Forces who beſieged it, if ſhe had not received 
another Letter from her Husband, who therein 
ordered her upon the immediate Receipt of it, 
to behead four Cezeneae, namely John Zaganell, 
James Baflardi, ' Palazzino and Bertonuc, 
whom he ſuſpected to be Guelphs, that is to ſay, 
inclinable to the Pope. The Governeſs thougit 
herſelf obliged before ſhe took any raſh Step, 
to examine into, the Conduct of theſe four G. 
tizens, and finding nothing therein that mei. 
ted ſuch ſevere Uſage, ſhe communicated the 
Contents of her Letter to Scaraglino and Tun: 
be ti, two of Ordelaffi's Confidents. They a. 

. viſed her to ſave them, not only upon 1 
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of their Inndcence, but for” fear theif Execu- 
tion ſhould occaſion a' Revolt in the C ity. 
The Perſons, accuſed having heard by ſome im- 
prudent Confident 'of, the Dangers they had 
eſcaped, and the Suſpicions entertained of 
them, vowed Revenge. Zaganella, in concert 
with the other three, fecretly engaged all 
theſe they judged difaffefted'? The Num- 
ber was ſo conſiderable, that the Revolters 
erected Batteries, and poſſeſſed themſelves of 


one Gate and ſome Towers; the Hungarians, 


in Correſpondence with them without, enter- 
ing the City, animated the Sedition to fo 

; „ E 4 * | 5 5 
great a Degree, hat the Malateftas coming 
up made themſelves Matters of the Place. 


© Cia, incloſed in the Citadel, took her Re- 
venge upon Scaraglino and Tumberti, whom ſhe 


cauſed to be bcheaded 3 an Action her Huſ- 


band by no Means approved of: but neither 
the obſtinate Defence ſhe made, nor the 


Fhickneſs of the Towers to which ſhe was 


retired, could fave the Citadel. The 

ordered all to be undermined, They ſet 
fire to the Pillars of the chief Tower, which 
by its Fall alarmed the whole Garriſon ; 
they were upon the Point of deſtroying ano- 
ther, when the Governeſs thought of a Stra- 
tagem : It was to impriſon in' it a great Num- 
ber of Cezeneſe, whom ſhe ſuſpected moſt. 


As the Legate was reconnoitring the Works, 


he was ſurprized to ſee above five hundred 


Women, with their Hair diſhevelled, crying 
out for Mercy upon their Husbands and Re- 
K 3 lations, 
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lations, who were. confined. Jn, phat Tower, 


upon the Point of falling. D* Albornos percei. 
ved. the Artifice, and took the Advantage 
of puſhing the Surrender of the Place. Hay- 


ing ſaved the Lives of thoſe who had been ſent 


to the Tower, he cauſed it to be pulled down, 
in order to enter the City through the wide 
Breach, and made the Governeſs Priſoner 


of War with all the Garriſon. He was juſt 


going to attack Ferli, when an Excurlion 
rom the Count of Sabey into Provence obli- 
ged him to lay down his Arms, leaving the 
Management of the Remainder of the Expe- 
dition to the Abbot of Bologna, a French- 
man, who moved very flowly,, D' Alborng 


afterwards returned to /taly, and by Degrees 


ſuppreſſed all the petty : Tyrants; ſome b 
Force, ſome by Adireb, — others by 4 
tifice. But without entering farther into a 
Detail of theſe Affairs, which laſted many 
Years, and. which, except the few men- 
tioned, are not our Subject, we return to 


„„ REN 1 OY 
At the Time all Tuſcany and the Romans 


were attentive to Cardinal D' Alber nos, whoſe 


grand Projects had ſet them all in Motion, 


they were Range ſurprized to behold {the 
celerated Nicholas, Rienzi arrived from Avign 
in his Retinue, whom they believed to be 


ſhut up cloſe for Life in ſome of the Pope's - 


Priſons.” As the Legate treated him with Ho- 
nour, although he kept him under his De- 
pendance and watched his Motions, a Re- 


turn ſo glorious and ſo unexpected, . 
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to have ſome very ftrong and preſſing Mo- 
tives. They were not miſtaken in joining 
the Situation of Affairs in Jay with the 


Want they had of him, and the Neceſſity of 


his Re-eſtabliſhment, as ſhall preſently be 
unfolded, t 
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OUNT: Berthold Ur/in and the young 
Stephen Colonna, who governed Ronie 
in Quality of Senators, ſince the Re- 
treat of Ceroni, excited the Mur- 
murs of the whole People by their imprudent 
and ſelf-intereſted Conduct. As they had re- 
ſolved to make an exorbitant Profit of the Corn 
which they ſold abroad, the Granaries were. 
ſoon exhauſted to ſuch a Degree, that on the 
15th of February 1353, the People went to buy 
Corn at the Capitol, where the Market-place 

| K 5 was 
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was kept, and where the Senators lodged; 
they found fo little, and that at ſo high a Price 

that they were moſt . violently enraged. The 
Mob gathered and held together, and armi 
themſelves with Stones ran to the Palace whic 
they entered by Force. - Colonna, who was young, 
jumped out of. a, Window in Diſguiſe, and hap 
pily faved himſelf through a back Door: Count 
Bert hald, leſs active, could not avoid the F ury 
of the Populace, althaugh He had Time ſuffict- 
ent to have armed himſelf before they poſlibly 
could enter his Palace. As he was coming 
down the Steps to lay hold of a Horſe, he was 
attacked with a Shower of Stones, whichftun- 
ned him ſo grievouſly, that he was obliged to 

crawl to an Image of the'Virgin at the Bottom 
of the Palace; Fat the People, without paying 
any Regard to this Azyle, continued ſtoning him 
with ſuch Barbarity, that he died, buried as it 
were under a Heap of Stones ſix Foot high. 
This Cataſtrophe ſeemed in ſome Meaſure a 
Remedy for the Evils the People had. under- 
gone. The Scarcity ceaſed, or ſeemed to ceaſe, 
by Reaſon, that either the People having fa 
tisfied their Vengeance were not ſo preſſing at 
Market, or that thoſe, who had laid up Stores of 
Corn, choſe rather to open their Granaries, 
than "expoſe themſelves to the like Sort of 
%% HS TT ON 
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- Nevertheleſs the Death of this unfortunate 

Senator, which had in Appearance 'eftabliſhed 
Plenty at Reme, could not produce Peace, Two 
new Factions were formed, widely different from 
thoſe, which had hitherio rent the City: For 
bi.ſtead of ſeeing always as before, on 2 


C . 
- 


oy 


Side the Colounas with the Savelli, and on the 
other the Vins; in theſe; every one of both 
parties were divided in ſuch a Manner, that 
Ur/ins were ſeen againſt Ur/ans, and Savellis a- 
gainſt Colonnas 3 33 the City, depart- 
ing from Rome, railing Troops, keeping the 
Field the whole Month of Augu/t, and filling all 
Places with Blood and Slaughter. 


During theſe Diviſions tl e Governor of V- 
terbo, ou de Vic, under ] rete ice of having 
been Prefect of the City of Rome, formed 
Intrigues to make himſelf Maſter of it. The 
Pope informed of his Deſigns, and of the Party 


he had already engaged at Rome, wrote a Let- 


to the Romans, exhorting them to prevent the 
Enterprizes of ſo dangerous a Neighbour. The 


Letter was dated Anguſt 25, 1353; but before 


it could arrive, and at the very Time that the 
Faction of the Prefect were making Uſe of 
their utmoſt Efforts in his Favour, Providence 


to puniſh the Romans for their Inconſtancy and 


their Mutinies, permitted a new Tyrant to 
ariſe in the midſt of them, whoſe Exceſs render- 
ed at length the Return of Rienai neceſſary, 


The Tyrant, who appeared on the Stage to- 


wards the Cloſe of the Month of Auguſt, 1353. 
was named Francis. Barencelli, Son of Jams of 
the ſame Name, and of Sitia Lunella: By the 
one he was of very mean Extract, by the 


other of a very creditable Family: He poſſeſſed 


the ſame Office as Rienzi did at the Time he 
was choſen Tribune, that of Notary of th: 


Capitol, He had in Marriage with Lou'/a Ba- 
reti two Sons great Libertines, As he wante:l 
| ES: 
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not Ambition or Genius, and was Maſter of 
much more Reſolution than Riemi, to whom 
he was inferior in Eloquence and Knowledge, 
he reſolved to follow his Steps, and raiſe him- 
ſelf to the ſame Authority by the Ways he had 
beaten for him. He found: himſelf in the ſame 
Circumſtances; the Grandees were abſent, and 
' waging War with the utmoſt Vigour without: 
Within they robbed, maſſacred, and gaye them- 
ſelves up to all Manner of Luxury, as before 
the Elevation of Risi. Baroncelli flatterel 
himſelf he had: Courage ſufficient to undertake 
the Enterprize, and gain Succeſs. As the de- 
ciſive Stroke conſiſted in making himſelf Maſ. 
ſter of the Capitol, and of that famous Bell, 
which Nienzi had made of: ſuch Service and 


- . 7 


Importance, we. ſhall ſhew'in what Manner he 


Added to accomf lin his Deſign. - - / | 


The Government of the Capitol during theſe 
Diviſions was placed in the Hands ef Paul 
I . Captain of the Guards of that Place. 
This Man lived in open Enmity with Nithols: 
Calvio, a Citizen of great Credit and Intereſt. 
Baroncelli reſolved to make the ſecond ſervi- 
' ceable to him in getting rid of the firſt : He 
found Calvia his Friend, and affuring him af 
the Warmth with which he engaged in his Re- 
fentment, promiſed him to deliver up the other 
as a Victim, Calvio, who bad vowed the,Death 
of Fancolini, entered with Joy into his Propo- 
ſition. They appointed an Holiday for the 
Aſaffination, when the Governor muſt hear 
Maſs in St. Mar#'s Church. They agreed that 
Catuvie with a Troop of Aſſaſſins ſhould wait for 
his Enemy during Maſs at the Church ml 


and that in the mean while Boro 
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had a Correſponden&e/in the Capitol, d po 2 


the Bell rung, which ſhould be the Signal 
Cabie to * the Inſurrection 0d Aa 


nation. Every thing paſſed in the Manner they 


had ordered. On appointed, Tanco- 
ni went to Church; l 25 


he heard the 
Capitol Bell, he went · out Vit to fee from 


hy came the Alarm ;' he ' ſcarcely as 
out of the Porch before the 1 | 
rounded and maffacred him. The Friends of 


Fancolini who accompanied him, haffened ' to 
is Affiſtance, and fell upon the "AſaMins ; but 


- A ee ' their Number, Ke: Ld A 12 
e 0 act the- Giferetit * 

bloody Battle . which Hſted four or * 
n The Tumult became univerſal; durin 


the Confuſion Baroncelli made himſelf Maſter 4 


the Capitol, and hoiſted the Standard of the 
Pebjler At that Time his Emiffaries havin 


ran 3 all the Streets crying out Li 
Liberty, Liberty, drew the Mob to the Coptic 


when Baroeelli having cauſed the Trumpets to 
ſound, and Silence aſterwards to be called, in- 
vited the Romans to go into Arabeli Chutch, ih 


order to maintain their Liberties moſt dear th 


them. The Romans, ever fond of Novelties, 
preſſed to enter. Beroncelli preſentiy ſhewed 
himſelf, cloathed in à long Robe above his 
Arms, and being ſeated in_a Chair, Which was 
placed for him on one Side the great Altar, 


he told the Aſſembly that It was neither Am- 


* bition or Intereſt that engaged him to | 


5 that Place; but entirely the Zeal, with 
© which he burnt for his Country: That he 


could 


toy | 
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© could never ſee without the moſtlively Emotions 
© the. deplorable State in which the unbounded 
© Licentiouſneſs of the Nobles, had again invol- 
© ved them: That their Violences ſeemed to be 
© ſuſpended for a Time oye to be committed 
. © again with greater Fury: That by their Ty- 
- © ranny. a Diflentions . Rome was once more 
. © expoſed to., Rabberies,, Murders, and all the 
© former Enormities:. That no Surety remained 
© either. for their Goods, Chattels or Lives: 
That every thing both ſacred and profane was 
© violated : That in one Word, nought appear- 
Led but a 1 Confuſion; yet great as 
the Wound was, be deſpaired not of à Salve: 
That he was aſſured he had Courage and Pow- 
© er ſufficient to reſtore to the Raman Tran- 
< quillity, Happineſs, Glory, and Liberty, 
The peo le, to whom his Diſcourſe had re- 
called the 5 5 of their old Tribune, whom they 
always regretted, imagined they beheld him in 
the Pe on of Barancelli: They unanimouſly 
applauded his Propoſition They committed to 
his Care the Capitol, and ſung Te Deum. The 
next Day, agreeable to the Plan he had formed 
of copying in every thing Rienzi, he declaimed 


afreſh againſt the Pride and Avarice of the Gran- 
dees: He expatiated on the Felicity, Grandeur, 


and univerſal Power of the antient Romans, and 
upon the intoterable Burdens the Nobles had for 
ſome Years paſt laid upon them. He inveighed 
bitterly. againſt the ſovereign Pontiffs, eſpecially 
Innocent VI. declaring that his: Abſence and Re- 
ſidence at Avignon, like his late Predeceſſor's, 
was the ſole Cauſe of the miſerable Bondage 
under which the People groaned. Then * 
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ling to mind the Government of ,Rienzi, he ſet 


forth the Neceſſity of the Tribune's Office, and. 
extolled the Good Eflabliſhment, Which that Tri- 


bune had with ſo, much Equity and Honour ac- 
compliſhed: He concluded, That this 59 
© of Government was ſo excellen 
had been entirely reſtored to her former 
dour, if Rienzi, intoxicated” by his Fortune 
c had not turned from his firſt Road to clear: 


* 


Way to T e arbitary Power: That 
« the Errors and Vices of that great Man had 
« taught him to imitate his : Virtues only, and 
« purſue his Schemes: That if they would 
© youchſafe to elect him Tribune, he would pro- 


© miſe effectually to put a Stop to all the Diſ- 


orders, which the Ambition of the Ncbles and 
© Senators, and the Tyranny, of Niemi had oc- 
« caſioned 3. to pull down the Pride of the 
<* haughty Grandees, to put an to the Pub- 
© lic Robberies, and ſuppreſs the Luxury of an 
« infatuated City, to re-eſtabliſh Plenty at Rame, 


« Juſtice at the Tribunal, Devotion in the 


Churches, the antient Majeſty. of the Re- 
public, and that molt precious Liberty, for 
© which the Romans had been ever renowned.” 
When he had finiſhed, he took a Sheet of Pa- 
per out of his Boſom, on which were wrote the 


following Rules, which he cauſed to be read 


aloud to the People. 


I. Whoever ſhall dare to diſturb, calumniate, 
or by ſecret Murmurs attack the Order of 
Government, ſhall be treated as an Enemy ta 
his Country.; his Goods ſhall be confiſcated 
his Houſe laid Leyel with the Ground, and it 


_ eſcaped, 
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VI. The Nabe * protect ibis: Rob- 
bers, ſhall forteit the Eſtate on which they aro 
apprehended. | 


VII. If any Nobleman grant Azyle to a 
Criminal, he ſhall be fined one thouſand Marks 
> Silver, which ſhall be n to the Relief of 
Widows and Orphans. ; 


VIII. The Cuſtoms, tools Ly . Re- 
venues of the City, ſhall be applied to. no 
other Uſe than that of the Public. 


IX. 


IX, At every Quarter of the City ſhall be 
ſet a Company of one hundred Foot,and twenty- 
five Horſe to mount Guard Day and Night. | 


X. Every one of theſe Companies ſhall be . . 


at the Diſpoſition of the General, and all re- 
pair to the Capitol at the firſt Sound of the 


XI. The Lords, Barons, and others of the 
17 who poſſeſs Towns, Caſtles, Villages 
or Lands within the Juriſdiction of Rome, ſhall 
appear whenever they are called to the Service 
of the Republic. YT POOR CNT” 


XII. Thoſe, ts whom any thir g may: fer 
for the public Welfare, ſhalt 0e AN e. offer 


oy 
* 
% 


| Theſe twelve Rules, made to repreſent. the 


* of * 


twelve Tables of the Raman Laws, were recei- 


ved with loud Acclamations. Baroncelli, to keep, 
up the Ardour of theſe firſt Motions, the next 
Day made ye Captain of the Quarters take 
Oaths, and make known to; the People imme- 
diately the Terms by a Cordelier. The Tris 
bune went afterwards to  D* fra Cel: Church, 
where he harangued the People: There he re- 
ceived by the Hands of Targuinis Lelli, Gene- 
ral of the Companies, the ribune's Robe and 
the Veſtment of a Knight: Then he put on a 


Cloth Gown trimmed with Gold, the uſual 


Habit of Senators, and took in his Hand a 
ſilver Sceptre with a Croſs of Gold. Aſter 
which the Chancellor Peter Reſcio proclaimed 
him Tribune in the Name and by the Autho- 
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ri by of the People in this Style: Francis Barm- 
Hl ſegond Tribune aud Conful of Rome, - 


After his Inſtallation, he put the Standard of 
the People into the Hands of Thomas Monte- 
Racbio, and being ſeated: on a. purple Throne 
he received Homage from all the Officers of 
War and Juſtice in preſenting them his Hand to 
Kkifs. He began the Exerciſe of his Office with 
diſplacing ſome Magiſtrates, and putting in 
their. Room Men entirely devoted-to him. A- 
mong thoſe he diſplaced, were three Regiſ- 
ters of the Senate, whom he cauſed to be hang- 

ed, and others to be whipt. He made ſeveral 
Examples of Severity upon ſome Particulars, 
whom he . puniſhed with more or leſs Rigour 
W to the Nature of their Crimes; in a 
Word,; he determined to ſtrike all with Terror, 
according to the Example of Rienzi. But if he 
excelled the old Tribune in ſome principal Po- 
litics, he fell far ſhort of him in Regard to the 
Pope. Far from managing ſo dexterouſly the 
Court of Avignon, and making it authoriſe what 
it cquld not avoid, as Rzenzi at the Commence+ 
ment of his Government had done, he impru- 
dently irritated it by an open Revolt, and by 

Letters as fiery as his Conduct was inſolent. 


The Pope, before the Receipt of his Letter, 
or rather abuſive Citation, was informed of all 
that had paſſed by Hugh Arpajon his Nuncio. 
He had heard likewiſe of eve otion the Ts 
rant had made to gain to his Party the Gibelines, 
always a powerful Faction againſt the Popes. 
He knew that to obtain the Favour of the Em- 
peror Charles, Baroncelli had the Aſſurance to 1 
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vite him to Rome; to receive the imperial Niadem 
from the Hands of the Senate and the Roman 
People, affecting gat! diſplay the Ma- 
jeſty of the Empire and the Authority of the Re- 
mans. Theſe Proceedings, joined to the Suc- 
ceſs of ſo ſudden a Revolution, alarmed the 

holy Father: He judged with Reaſon, that if 
he gave Time to Baroncelli to unite with the 
Gibelines, his 7 would not be inferior. It 
is true, the petty T'yrants were ingly too weak 
to reſiſt the Forces of the Church; but if they 
all joined, they would form a Power ſo con- 
ſiderable, as muſt inevitably baffle all the Ef- 
forts, which the Legate had for Vears been ma- 
king to ae eee In this Di- 
lemma Innocent VI. found himſelf obliged to op» 
poſe the new Tyrant; a Tyrant of great Au» 
thority, who at the very firſt began with open - 
ing the Way to Tyranny. He imagined that 
Riunzi, chaſliſed by an Impriſonment of three 

Vears, would act with more Moderation than 
he had formerly done, and that Gratitude would 
oblige him the Remainder of his Life to pre- 
ſerve an inviolable Attatchment to the Holy 
dee, by whoſe Fayour he. ſhould be re- 
eſtabliſhed. 1 5 „% ͤ LOOTLTESS: 


Rienzi, who had long r in Priſoh, 
had at length given over all Hopes of Liberty, 
and depended only upon thoſe, who had ſo 
cloſely confined him. He was agreeably ſur- 
prized-at the Time they came to take him out 
of his Apartment, with an Earneſtneſs and in a 
Manner that ſeemed to beſpeak good For- 
tune, They conducted: him to . 4 who 
received him very graciouſly, and told him; 


1 


— 
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hat the Holy See, after the Examp le of God, 
ho deſireth not the Death of a' Sinner, but 
© rather that he ſhould turn from his Wickedhetz 
© and live, had no other View in keeping him 
in Priſon ſo many Vears, than to give him Lei- 
© fure/to examine himſelf : That as he had room 
to believe his Adverſit had made him ſhine 
© brighter than his paſt Extravagancies, and put 
him in Condition | of enifloyt ing to a better Ad- 
vantage the happy Talents given him by Hea- 
ven, he had higher Views and' more glorious 
© than'that of — granting him his Liberty: 
That he 1 2404 to confer the Government 
Sof Nome upon him in Quali of a Senator ; 
That elevated to a Rank 3 high, not by Con- 
1 and a feditious Mob. the Au- 
2 of à ſoyereign Pontiff, he by th behave 
" in thay Office; A the Hand chat raiſed him: 
1 That forfaking the Tyrannic Maxims that ru 
© ined him, he muſt form Ideas agreeable to thoſe 

t of a er el inveſted by lawful Authority: 
+ The in one Word, be hoped, that juſtifying 
by bis Dependance and "Subpiſfion to the 
Ch 78. the Choice he had” made of his Per- 

7 ſon, he would give the Holy See Reaſon to be 
« well fatisfied with the extraordinary and unex- 
pected Favours it had heaped, upon him.” This 
is the Subſtance of the Letter, which the Pope 
wrote with his own Hand in 1 0 255 to Ty 


18 the T5th of Seftember 1353. 


Finn tranſported within himſelf, 400 40109 
believing his own Ears, threw himſelf at the 
| Feet of his Holineſs, and made the no 

Proteſtations of eternal Gratitude recei- 

veg Ablolution, OE in an Aut of 
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the pontifical Palace, and cad * 
| Marks of Diſtinction. The Pope * — tad 
the Honour of confering with him upon the 
eaſures 79, be. 1525 to drive Banontelli ſtom 

Rom,, and the Inſights he could give Cardinal 
1 Alber nes into Hh War, which he Was going ta 
undertake againſt the Uſurpers. As Riemsi per- 
fectly e e the Affairs of Itah, it was in 
his Power greatly to aſſiſt the Cardinal. He 
took him with him from Auignon, and aſſigned 
him an honourable Revenue upon che Re- 
public of Perua. . Riengj well equipt be; an to 
reſume his Air in his former Fortune. e be- 
haved ve gallantiy i in che Wars raiſed to 75 
ſtore the Patrimony, eſpeciall Y at the Siege 
Viterbo, where he highly diſtinguiſhed — 
But as he bad an Obje& more grand than the 
vain Honour of being in the 3 of the Le- 
925 Wy 27 An his Ad 8e the Times 
whic in theſe, mi xpeditions 
to him moſt tireſome, * Ter d 
Re-eſtabliſhment at Rome. fs waa preſ- 
ſed the Cardinal to conduct him thither accord- 
ing to the - Pope's Orders, at leaſt | to. furniſh 
him with Money ſufficient to enable him to re- 
turn in a Manner worthy the high Dignity of a 
Senator. D' Allornos on 1 Side, being not ſo 
much prepoſſeſſed in his Favour as the Pope 
was, always put him off, ſometimes under one 
Pretence, ſometimes another. That Prelate, 
2 Man of fine Judgment and great Penetration, 
— in Rienzi Spirit, Fire, Boldneſe and Elo- 
quence; but the more he ſtudied his Character, 
the leſs ſolid Grounds he diſcovered in him to 
build upon. High Talking, fine Promiſes, and 
vain-glorious * co rmed the Legate in 

| the 
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the Idea he had formed of this Perſonäge, aj 
an Adventurer leſs advantagious than dangerous. 
Upon this Idea, he moved the more lowly to 


eſtabliſh him, as he reckoned the violent Mes- 


ſures of Baroncelli, would ſoon compaſs his De- 
ſtruction; if not, it would be indeed neceſſary to. 
make uſe of the Tyrant, who had ſet him the 
Example. The Legate was not miſtaken in his 
Conjectures. The new Troubles, which en- 
ſued at Rome upon Account of the Cruelties of 
Baroncelli, confirmed them. Scarcely had that 
new Tyrant laid the Foundation of his Autho- 
rity, but he gave himſelf up to all Manner of 
Debauchery and Barbarity. He bended'no long- 
er his Knees, he promoted Maſquerades, Ridot- 
tos, and Midnight Aſſemblies, the ſure Preludes 
of approaching Ruin. His two Sons exceeded 
in. Violence their Father; they debauched and 
raviſhed without Diſtinction the Women, who 
unhappily fell in their Way. The Tyrant, ſole- 
ly employed in enriching himſelf by the ſhort- 
eſt Ways, ſhut his Eyes to all the reſt. He 
became ſo covetous and cruel, none dared re- 
ſiſt him. He beheaded many Nobles and Per- 
ſons of Diſtinction; among the reſt his moſt in- 
timate Confident Thomas Monte - Rochio upon mere 
Suſpicion. He impriſoned Francis and Poncel 
Lins, under Pretence of their having hired 2 
 Ruffian to aſſaſſinate him. He was 1 
embrue his Hands ſtill farther in Blood, when 
| Heaven was pleaſed to deliver Rome from ſo ter- 
rible a Scourge. Although he dreaded the Vi- 
cinity of Cardinal D' Albornos and Nienxi, he 
flattered himſelf he ſhould gain the Victory over 
them, and be able to attack the ſovereign Pon- 
tiff: He built upon the Chimeras with — 
En: , ; e 
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he had fed the People, and upon the 196 
Succours he expected from the Gibelines in ah, 
and even from the Emperor himſelf; but nei- 
ther his great Promiſes of the Reſtoration of Li- 
berty, nor his Profuſeneſs in Regarq to the Ror 
mans, nor the Plenty he had procured tlie City, 
could extenuate the Horror of his 'Tyrannies : 
Excommunicated. by the Pope, and given uf 
as a Rebel for public Vengeance, deteſted b 
the whole World, he perceived his approach- 
ing Downfal; and after cauling tis Wife and 
Children to eſcape. in religious Habits with moſt 
of his Jewels, as he was diſpoſing himſelf to re- 
tire ſecretly, he was maſſacred in the very ſame 
Place, where he had cauſed ſo. much Blood to be 
ſpilt, about the middle of December 135 $ ſome- _ 
what leſs than four Months after his Ele- 
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vation. 


The Death of Barentelli was the moſt grievous 
Diſappointment | that could have happened to 
Rimzi, as it rendered him hereafter the leſs 
neceſſary. The Legate alſo, who was never ve- 
ry deſirous of re- inſtating him at Rome, was ſtill 
the leſs ſo upon this Incident : He entirely laid 
aſide all Thoughts of it, when he beheld the 
Kemans, after they had got rid of Baronce 


. ſending to him their Submiſſions. Thoſe fickle 


People, incapable of remaining long in one Si- 
tuation, and paſling alternately from Obedience 
to Revolt, and from Revolt to Obedience, ſen 
Deputies to the Legate to throw themſelves un- 
der his ProteQion, and obtain Pardon 'from 
the Holy See. The Legate received them very 
favourably, and promiſed them the Pope's Pro- 
tection, upon Condition of their leagueing them- 

| themſelves 
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216 The Conspikacy . 
themſelves with him againſt Fobn.de Lic; which 
_ accepted of, not ſo much out of Zeal for ; 

Church, as Hatred to that Governor. In the 
Month of My following in the Year 1354, 
they ſent a Body of ten thouſand Men to join 
the Army of the Legate, which then lay before 
Piterbo. Rienzi, finding - himſelf in the Condi- 
tion we have related, turned all his Thoughts 
upon the Means (but to no Purpoſe) of re-eſta- 
bliſhing himſelf at Rome, without the Affiſtance 

of the Legate, pan whom he could no longer 
depend. The Marks of Zeal and Devotion, 
which the Romans ſhewed him at the diege of 

Viterbo, awakened his Hopes, Their Army in 
Fact looked upon him as a Man, whom Hea- 
ven had protected and delivered from a thou- 
ſand Dangers, to be a ſecond Time the Reſtoret 

_ 'of their Glory and Happineſs: They flocked in 

- Crouds to viſit him, with ſuch Teltimoiies of 

Joy 23 ſurprized MPG Sep let him ſee 

1e Influence this . extraordinary Genius had 
over their Hearts. Rienzi on his Side received th 
them with Gratitude, and ſometimes with an 51 
Air of Superiority, that called to Remembrance 

. His former Grandeur. He ſpent his Time in 
relating to them his Adventures ſince his Ba- 
niſhinent from Rome, which he no Ways im- 
puted to the People, but my Phe 
of the Nobles, who at that Time tyrannized. 
He acquainted them with the Reception he met 


with from the King of Hungary; the Honours " 
he received from the Emperor at Prague; the T3 
Reaſons that Prince had given to divert his De- th. 
ſign of going to Avignon; the Reſolution he took 2M 
to juſtify himſelf before the Pope; the Obſtacles an. 


be met with at that Court; the Force of his In- 
ö | 955 | nocence, 


pocence, which obliged the Judges rather to 
keep him in unjuſt « 2 than pronounce 
Sentence againſt him; and the Equity of Ins- 
cent VI. who being better acquainted with his 
Caſe, had taken him out of Priſon as another 
200 to return to Rome in Quality of Senator: 
e added that he well knew the Reaſons Car- 
dinal D' Albornos had, to delay thus the Execu- 
tion of his Holineſs's Orders, that he ſhould one. 
Day be reſtored ; that deep Reflection and 
reading the 'Reman Hiſtorians had given him 
foe Hg and inſpired him with the moſt 
ſublime Ideas of the Grandeur of the -R:mas 
People; that as to the reſt, his ſole Ambition was 
to reſtore to his dear Country that Superiority 
and that Empire, which it once had over the 
whole World, and to ſpare nothing in his Pow- 
TY at the Hazard of his Repoſe and | 
fe. | 5 


. 


In blending thus Truth with Falſhood, with 
that artful Eloquence he was Maſter of, he en- 
chanted the E Militia, and brought over 
more than ever to his Party. When they were 
upon the Point of returning, the moſt conſide - 
table of the Army went to take Leave of him, 
and entreat him not to delay his Return to 
Rome, aſſuring him that as ſoon as he made his 
Appearance, he ſhould be received. as a Deli- 
verer deſcended from Heaven. Return (faid 
they) to your dear Rome; haſten to releaſe her 
* from the miſerable Condition ſhe is in; No 
this, O Sovereign, we will aſſiſt you, and Ye- 
lieve you have never yet been ſo longed for 
and beloved as you are at preſent. 


V OO» 
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gencies required, The 
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\  Rienzi wanted more effectual Suecours than 
Words; © their. Hearts were open, but their 
Pockets were ſhut; the Poverty of the Romans 
could not admit of granting By Sums his Exi- 
| ate on. his Side 
would advance nothing, excuſing himſelf upon 
the vaſt Expence of his Army, which conſu- 
med all he could take from the Revenues of the 
Holy See: Befides, Rienzi had Draughts upon 
Peruſa ſufficient for his honourable Subſiſtance 
as a Warrior, though not for his Re-eſtabliſh- 
ment as a Senator. In the frequent Journies 
He had made to Peruſa, and which he repeated 
often for about eight Months, he harangued the 
Chiefs of that petty Republic, to engage them 
to grant him ſome Aid, He made pompous 
Recitals of his former Grandeur, and of their 
League with him and the Romans, in Favour of 
the Good Eftabliſbment; of the brilliant Embaſſy 
they ſent him; of the Wonders their Ambaſſa- 
dors were Eye-witneſles of; of the Majeſty 
with which he executed Juſtice to the People of 
Haly and to crowned Heads; and of the ſingular 
Preference he had given to Peruſa. He expa- 
tiated on the Advantages that muſt accrue to 
them from his Alliance, if they would grant him 
Succours ſufficient to re- inſtate him in his Dig- 
nity of Tribune at this Juncture, and that no- 
thing could be more glorious or beneficial for 
them than to procure his Re-eſtabliſhment. 


His inſinuating Speeches were heard with 
Pleaſure, but the only Fruit they 8 was 
a barren Admiration, or a trifling Excuſe, upon 


Account of the critical Juncture of Time and 
the Vicinity of the Armies, which obliged the 


Peruſiani 


* ” 


| 
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-ruſians to be frugal of their Finances and be 
22 Guard. A ſhort, notwithſtanding 
the good Will of ſome Particulars, as well at 
une as Peruſa, the Reſult of their Conſulta- 
tions came to nothing, and they all began to 
deſpair of Rienxi, when a lucky Accident fell 
out at a Time he leaſt expected it. | 


I There were at that time at Peruſa two Gen- 
tlemen of Provence, | fixed- by the Credit 
of one of their Brothers, a very powerful Man 
in lay, and to whom the Peruſians had pre- 
ſented the Freedom of that City. This laſt, 
who was named Montreal, and a Knight of 
Rhodes, was become a Tyrant of à particular 
Stamp. The King of 7 84 brought him 
with him into {aly at the Conqueſt of the King 
dom of Naples, and made him Governor of 
Averſa. After the Return of that Prince to 
his own Dominions, Montreal took the Advan- 
tage of the Troubles in the Kingdom to plunder 
with Impunity the Country. But when LZews 
of Taranto, King of Naples, returned to his King- + 
dom, after ſummaning him ſeveral Times to 
no Purpoſe, he ſent Malateſtia de Rimini, whom 
he made his Lientenant-General, againſt him. 
Montreal after a long Blockade was obliged to 
ſurrender upon Condition of withdrawing him 
ſelf alone, and ſaving the Lives of the Garriſon ; 
out of the immenſe Riches he had amaſſed by 
his Plunders, they permitted him to -carry away 
no more than one thouſand Florins. 


The Chevalier, bereaved thus of his Trea- 
ſure, and enraged againſt the King of Naples 
and Malateſta, formed 3 Scheme as ſingular as 

| 2 3 
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it was bold, to revenge himſelf on them, and ac. 


quire new Riches. ah) at that Hime was 
infeſted with Soldiers,” who had deſerted and 
lived entirely by Plunder and Theft. They 
were chiefl; compoſed of the Remainder of the 
Army, which the King of Hurgary had brought 


for his Conqueſt, and who were disbanded up- 


on his leaving the Kingdom: They were 
Germans, French, and Haliaus, all Vagabonds, 
but good Soldiers, and wanted only a' Com- 
mander. ' Montr tal determined to gather them 
together, and take them into his Pay, reſolving 
to change his Knot of public Robbers into te- 
gular Iroops. and with them diſtinguifh him- 


ſelf by Plunders more eminent, at the Expence | 


of one Part of ah. Por this Purpoſe, he 
ſent Billets into Tuſcany, Rome, &c. that all 

Gentlemen Soldiers; either Horſe or Foot, who 
were willing to enter into his Service, and 
fight under his Banner, ſhould have good Pa 
and Proviſions. Theſe Billets had ſuch Et- 
fe, that in a very ſhort Time he found himſelf 
at the Head of three thouſand five hundred Men, 
all diſciplined and refolute. Such was the Or- 
gin of theſe formidable Bands, who becoming 
independant of any other Power than that of 
the Commanders they had choſen, made after- 
wards ſuch terrible Havock in /taly, Proven, 
and ſeveral other Proviices in & giice. 


The firſt Uſe Montreal made of his little Ar- 
my, was to br ng-them againſt his Enemy Ma- 
latefla, who had a long Time beſieged Firm, 
This I lace was at the laſt Extremity and upon 
the Point of being taken by the Tyrant Mg 
Trane, when it was relieved by Ordels ffi, I mo 
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of Frli, who ſurrendered it to Montreal, rather 


out of Hatzed to Aolotefte than Love to the In- 


habitants of Ferme. This Succeſs brought his 


Band into great Reputation, and it encrekſed daily. 
Aſter putting Malatc/t to Flight, he ſent them 
out to plunder; they took the Caſtles of Mon- 
delph, Frata. and San-Lite, beſides a Number of 
Towns and Villages. l hey took Feltræno by 
Storm, where they committed horrid Barbarities. 
The Terror of their Name made Meanteſano. and 
Montefiora ſurrender. They went to Ancona, and 


took Falonara and eight Caſtles in one 


Day. 


The Name of Montraal and the prodigious 

dlaughter he made, drew ſuch a Number of Sol- 

diers, that they flocked to his Standard from all 

Parts of Tah, offering their Service without any 

other Pay than their Shares in the Plunder they 

ſhould make. ang Perſoas of the firſt Qua- 
1 


lity joined him, and a 


10ugh their Birth was ſu- 


perior to his, they all acknowledged him Gene- 
ral of the Army, which was ſoon after called 
the grand Band of Montreal: They ſwore eter- 
nal Obedience to him, withont making any other 
General whatever: They choſe four of the 
principal Men among them to aſſiſt him as Se- 
cretaries in the Diſpatch of Buſineſs and the 
Operations of the War. They were now above 
twenty thouſand ſtrong, excluſive of the Momen 
who followed the Army. The Diſcipline 
which the General eſtabliſhed, made it appear a 
kind of an itinerant Republic, where every one 


was buſy in advancing the public Weal. 


They raiſed Contributions almoſt over Itah. 
Malateſta beholding their Outrages, without 


any of the petty Frum endeavouring to 


ſup - 
preſs 


wu ay 
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preſs them, ſtrove to engage the Republics of 
Horente, Sienna LN Porto to join hirg and op- 
poſe the W er Enemy. He went in Per- 
ſon to ſolſicit them, and demonſtrated to them 
the Dangers this Torrent ef Deſolation threat - 
ned; and aſſured them, if they would ſupply him 
with Men and Mony, he would ſtop the Inun- 
dation, and deliver Iiah from this new Monſter. 
His Arguments could not prevail. Periſa 

would . nothing unleſs Florence declared; 
Sienna was the ſame, Flerente made ſome Ad- 
vances, but was retarded by Peruſa and Sienna 
upon ſome frivolous Excuſes. Maletęſta, deſti- 
tute thus of Succour, and obliged to furrender to 
Montreal, who had already taken from him 
forty-four Forts, judged it his Intereſt to com- 
pound with him, by paying forty-thouſand Flo- 
rins in Gold, of which he would give one Moi- 
ey down, and his Son as a Pledge for the other, 
upon Condition that the grand Band ſhould not 
moleſt him for ſuch a Time. It coft Flirence 
twenty- five thouſand Florins for. neglecting the 
Advice of Malergſia. Piſa, Sienna, Periſa, 
were all compelled to center into Compoſition 
with Montreal, and pay him ſome more, ſome 
lefs. The Tyrants of Forli and Fermo were ſen- 
tenced thirty thouſand each; they taxcd the 
King of Naples himſelf forty thouſand, which he 
promiſed to pay at a Time limited. In a Word, 
the Band hecame ſo formidable, that the Arch- 
biſhop of Milan on one Side, the contrary League 
on the other, and the Prefect de Vic himfelf, were 
obliged to bring over every one they could to 
their Party. Montreal kept them in oul- 
enſe : but having raiſed Contributions, he at 
Tevgth engaged with the Party — 0 
i 85 5 Nen 
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Archbiſhop, and ſent his Army under the Com- 
| mand of Count Lands, providing one hundred 


_ and fifty thouſand Florins for four Months Sub- 


ſiſtence. As to himſelf, he went wo Peruſe, 
with which City he made an Accommodation, 
upon Condition of being made free of it, in or- 
der to meditate new Schemes of "Tyranny. It 
was in that City Rienzi met with the two Bro- 
thers of Provence, by whoſe Means he was in 
Hopes of engaging their Brother Montreal in his 


Cauſe. How he effected it, and in what Man- 


ner he afterwards rewarded his BenefaQors, will 
be preſently relate. | 


Ta THE 
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NINCE che Chevalier Montreal bethought 
himſelf of forming his Band, and making 5 
himſelf a Partiſan without Title to ralie 
Contributions throughout ay, he had 
amaſſed within a few Mopths, (that is to ſay, 
trom November 1363, to May 1354) immenſe 
Riches, ſufficient to comfort him ſor thoſe the 
King of Naples and Mealitefta had taken from 
him. There were few conſiderable Cities in 
lah in which he had not Money in Bank: He 


had above ſixty thouſand, Florins among the | 


Bankers in Padua only. The Charms of theſe 
Riches made Rienzi long to obtain the Friend- 
ſhip of ſo powerful a Protector; but juſtly ima- 
gining that a Man of his Character, who rated 
his Services at a high Price, would not readily 


grant Succours upon mere Hopes, which he 


might perhaps look upon as Chimeras, he de- 
termined not to make immediate Applica- 
tion to him, but endeavoured to inſinuate him- 
ſeif into the good Graces of his two Brothers, 
the one named Arimbald, and the other Bet- 
trone, who were then buſy at Peruſa in making 
the beſt of the great Treaſures, and depoſiti 

the vait Sums, which their Brother had acquire 


by his Plunder. Arimbald was a Man of Let- 


ters, and as ſuch, ſuſceptible of the Charms 
which the Learning of Rienzi diſplayed in his 
Converſation. Rienzi made him frequent Vi- 
fits, and was always. happy in pleaſing. They 
often dined - together, Rienzi at firſt af. 
fected to let his Diſcourſe roll on the Power of 
the antient R»mans, whom he ſet off for Ex- 
amples of Virtue, Valour, Prudence, and Con- 
queſt, He ſpoke in ſo lively and pathetic a 
Manner, that Arimbald was almoſt tranſported 
wi.hin himſelf. Rienzi could the better ad- 
dreſs him, as he was a young Man of Spirit, 
not Experience; of an Inagination adapted to 
:eceive Chimeras as Realities, eſpecially . thoſe 
of an Imagination ſtrong as his own. Arimball, 
infatuated with his Ditcourſe and his Project, 
was never tired with hearing them., He took 
ſuch Delight in him, that afterwards they had 
tut one Table, and one Apartment ; they were 
Night and Day inſeparable. At length * 
; | | J 


r I 
by the fine Promiſes of Rianzi, who had given 

him his Word to make him no leſs than his 

Lieutenant-General, and render him more pow- 
erful than the Chevalier Montreal himſelf, he 
determined to eſpouſe his Cauſe, and contribute 
to his Re-eſtabliſhment. Rienzi demanded three 
thouſand Florins of Gold, to ſet up his Equi- 
page and raiſe Soldiers. Arimbald promiſed * 
him more, and took out of his Coffers four thou- 
ſand, which he put into his Hands. But whe- 
ther he dared not to diſpoſe of that Sum with- 
out his Brother's Conſent, to whom Part of it 
belonged, as taken out of the common Cheſt ; 
or whether Rienzi himſelf perſuaded him to 
give the Chevalier Advice of it, that he might 
endeavour to get more hereafter, Arimbald wrote 
his Brother a Letter, wherein with an Air of 
Confidence he told him, © I have got more in 
* one Day, than you your whole Life: I am 
© Maſter of the Sovereignty of Rome; I main- 
© tain the famous Nicholas Rienzi, Chevalier and 
\ Tribune of Rome, whom all the People de- 
mand with loud Voice: I believe I ſhall not 
be miſtaken in my Schemes, and I flatter my- 
* ſelf that you will not diſapprove of them. 
For the reſt, as Money is requiſite to begin 
* with an Undertaking of ſuch Importance, I 
\ have made bold to take out of the common. 
* Cheſt four thouſand Florins: I am raiſing 
Soldiers, wait for your Anſwer, and am Gr. 


Rienzi judged right, when he imagined 1ont- 
real would not have ſo good an Opinion of this 
Enterprize as his Brother. Vet he built ſo 
much upon Succeſs, that he hoped by this Con- 
dence one Day to bring him over to his Inte- 

| L 6 reſts., 
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reſts. His Anſwer to Arimbald was to this Ef 
fect: Thave maturely weighed your Scheme 
Lit is ſo vaſtly extenſive, that to Geak my Mind 
_ © freely, it appears to me ſuperior to the Pow- ' 
er of your | Forces: I cannot apprehend you 
* are able to execute it: Act however as you 
think fit, but wiſely and for the beſt ; eſpe- 
© cially take ſuch Meaſures as may ſecure the 
* four thouſand Florins from being loſt. If you 
meet with any Obſtacle. on the Way, write to 
me, I will immediately. fly to your Aſſiſtance 
* with a thouſand or two thouſand Men. You 
and yc ur Brother may depend upon me; 1 
* would have you love each other, and let no 
one know cf your Deſign.” . 


* Arimbald, who waited with Impatience for 
Montreals Anſwer, no ſooner received it than 
he flew with Joy to impart the News to his 
Friend, But he, before raiſing Levies for his 
Journey to Rome, was willing to pay the Le- 
rate a Viſit to obtain his Conſent. Ihe firſt 
ſe he made. of the Monies he had received, 
was to ſet up a magnificent Equipage, that he 
might appear as Tribune auguſt. The richeſt 
Dreſſes were made fer him, and he had a Num- 
ber of Footmen, whoſe Liveries anſwered his 

" Magnificence : He, mounted on a ſuperb Steed, 
followed by all his Domeſtics, and accompanied 
by the two Brothers of Provence went to vi- 
{it the Cardinal Legate at Montefiaſcone. This 
new Pomp ſeemed to revive his former Spirits. 
Ne entered the Palace with the Air of a Man ac- 
_ Guſtomed to Authority, not forgetting however 
the. Politeneſs of a Court. Accoſting the Le- 
200] gate, he told him that he had put himſclf in a 
FD | decent 


him to proclaim him Senator of Rome according 
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decent Condition, to come to receive his Or- 
ders with the more Dignity: that he beſeeched 


to the Intention of his Holineſs; and that he 
would go in that Quality to Rome to prepare the 
Way for him, and aſſiſt to bring to the Obedi- 
ence of the ſovereign Pontiff, all thoſe whom a 
Spirit of Sedition had miſlead. EE 


Cardinal d' Alberno i wo on no Or- 
ders contrary to the firſt, or who perhaps re- 
garded little the Execution of Mop Project, 
thought he run no Risk in agreeing to what in 
Fact he was not able to refuſe. He declared 
him Senator of Rome and Governor of the City, 
without granting him however Succours either 
in Men or Money to enable him to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Dignity. TT gets tion 


Rienzi, who regarded the obtaining this Con- 
fent as a maſterly Stroke of Policy, returned 
highly ſatisfied with the Interview. As he had 
no Neceſſity but for Soldiers to conduct him to 
Rome, happily ſor him he found at that Time at 
Peruſa two hundred and fifty Horſe, which Ma- 
latefla had disbanded after his Accommodation 
with Montreal. Rienzi ſounded them by one of 
his Friends, who made Propoſals to them tq. 
take them into his Pay for two Months. He 
told them they were going upon a glorlous Ex- 
pedition to eſcort to Reme the Lord Nichelas 
Eienzi, whom the Pope had ſent with the Title 
of Senator. This Troop was compoſed chiefly 
of Germans. Their Commanders having con- 
ſulted each other upon the Propoſition, concluded 
at firſt not to come into it for. three -Reaſons ; 


— 
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the firſt was the Character of the Romans, whom 
they looked upon as a- Nation replete with 
Pride, and oftentatious in their Speeches, which 
was really Fact; the other two were the Weak- 
neſs of Rienzi, a Man of mean Birth, whoſe 
 Misfortunes could not promiſe them any Hopes 
of Recompence; and the Hazard of ſuch an 
Enterprize, which muſt unavoidably irritate the 
Roman Nobility. They all rejected it, except 
one of the Tr who ſtood up, and told them 
for his Part he ſaw no Difficulty for them in the 
Affair. Let us take (ſaid he the Money of- 
© fered to us, and conduct the good Senator to 
© Reme; it will be to us a Journey of Intereſt 
and Piety; afterwards, as Things turn out, 
© we may either remain or retire, juſt as we 
© think fs The Sincerity of this Advice over- 
ruled them. They treated with the Emiſ- 
ſary of Rienzi, who laid down upon the Nail 
the Pay agreed upon for one Month. To this 
Cavalry he joined two hundred Foot, which he 
had enliſted in Tuſcany, excluſive of the brave 
+ Point on e 


WM With this little Body of an Army raiſed in 
an Hurry, Rienzi haſtened his Departure, 
marched 2 Tuſcam, and traverſed the 
Mountains uſually infeſted by thoſe Parties, 

who had ſcoured: Mah; but he had the good For- 

tune to arrive within Sight of Rome without any 
Moleſtation. As ſoon as the People heard he was 
approaching their Joy was univerfal. They made 
Preparations to receive him in all the Pomp they 

uſed to receive their antient Conquerors. The Ro- 

man Cavalry marched out to meet him, carrying 

Olive Branches in their Hands as Emblems of 
Victory and Peace. The People ran in Crouds 

| without 
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without the Gates to eſqort him. They erected 
triumphal | Arches ;; they lined their Streets 
with their fineſt Tapeſtries; they ſtrewed Flow-: 
ers; and the Moment he appeared, the Trum- 
pets and other, Inſtruments ſounded, frequently 
interrupted by the Huzzas of the Multitude. 


Amidft this triumphal Pomp, Riemi was con- 
ducted to the Capitol; at his Arrival he made 
an Harangue with greater Energy than uſual. 
He repreſented himſelf as another Nebuchad- 
„ nexzer, who was obliged to diſappear ſeven 
© Years. ' But (added he) by the viſible Pro- 
tection of Heaven, I come not as one baniſhed, 
© who cannot return without Terror, but as a 
© Senator, eſtabliſhed by the Voice itſelf of the 
© Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt; that that puiſſant Voice, 
which had delivered him from an unjuſt Cap- 
« tivity, and conferred upon him à lawful Au- 
© thority, was alone ſufficient. to attone for his 
© Incapacity ; that as he promiſed to make uſe 
of the moſt effectual Means to reſtore the 
© Good Eftabliſhment, he had Room to hope he 
* ſhould bring it toa happy Iſſue.“ He made 
afterwards public Acknowledgments to the two 
Brothers, to whom he owed this happy Reſto- 
ration. He made them the Standard- Bearers 

of the Republic; and girded his Sword about 

a2 Peruſian named Ceccho, on whom he conferred © 

tie Honour of Knighthood, and preſented with 

a Robe trimmed with Gold. Ceccbo, it ſeems, 

2 Brigade which conducted Rienai to 
„ C ˙ A df fs Tobey 


reer 
the neighbouring Cities, whe congratulated him 
1 5 upon 


be Cons HNA 
upon his Reſtoration. He made magnificent 
Promiſes to them, and àequainted thekw with 
hg Projects he was meditaring:* , 
all this Triumph of Ric 5 No- 8 
bles hk themſelves in 'Tranquillity, waitin 
the Event. Some Days paſſed in Mirth oe 
public Rejoicings. The Nobility had juſt Suf- 
picions of a new Tyranny, as they beheld in the 
City nothing but Detatchments of the Brigade, 
dazzling the People's Eyes with vain Splendour. 
The new Senator, according to his'' Cuſtom, 
amuſed the Romans, whilſt he ſent Couriers to all 
Parts of Haly, to notify his Reſtoration, and to 
invite them to aſſiſt him, in renewin the — 
Eftabliſhment. As he founded the 12 
his Authority upon the Deſtruction of the 
bles; and attributed to them his former Fiete ; 
he reſolved a ſecond 1 ime to make- n of every” 
Artifice to cruſh them. 


ID he Grandees at his Arrival for the SI 
part retircd to their Eſtates in the Country, to 
obſerve at a Diſtance, and in Safety, what Turn 
this new Government might take, as the firſt: 
had too juſtly rendered them ſuſpected. The 
foreign Troops, which entered the City, and 
ſee med to forebode a deſpotic and independent 
Authority, gave them room to penetrate into 
the {c cret gn of the Senator. v.99; 


Fo our Days had ſonrcely: ſlipt away. * ince hs 
| ien of Rienzi, before he iſiued out an Order 
for all to come to Rome, and take the Oath of 
Allegiance. The Pretence was the more ſpe- 
_— and the Snare the better laid, as it was 
RE | difficult 


o# GABRINT 233 

difficult for them to refuſe without offending the 
Pope, by whom the Senator held his Authority, 
As the Houſe of Colmna was the moſt conſide - 
rable, and whoſe Ruin would eaſily bring forth 
the Fall of the reſt of the Nobility, he thought 
it beſt to flatter young Stephen Colonna, who was 
become the Chief of the Family fince the un- 
fortunate Death of his Father and his Kinfmen, 
who were killed at St. Laurence's Gate. He 
ſhewed him particular Marks of Diſtinction: 
He ſent two Deputies, principal Citizens of 
| Rome, Buccio Fubileo, and John Cafar ella, with a 
Commiſſion to let him know, that all that 
was required of him was Matter of Form' only 
to ſet others an Example ; that if he would give 
the Senator this Mark of Submiſſion, he would 
on his Side promiſe every Thing; but on the 
contrary, if :ht-refuſed, he ſhould be obliged to 
come againſt him, and bring Matters to ſuch 
an Extremity, as might make him heartily 

| repent, 3. > 

Colonna had been too cruelly offended, and' 
had himſelf too ſenſibly offended, to imagine 
there could be Forgiveneſs on either Side; he 
reſolved therefore to ſhut himſelf up in his 
Caſtle in Paleſtrina, and fortify himſe'f againſt 
the Enterprizes of a Man, whom he juſtly look - 
ed upon as the Murderer of his Kinſmen and 
the ſworn Enemy of his Houſe. He received the 
Neputies of the Senator, as a Sovereign enraged 
to ſee a Subject preſume to treat with him: 
Without vouchſafing them an Audience, he 
cauſed them to be thrown into 'a Dungeon, or- 
dered a Tooth to be \ drawn from each of them, 
and fined them four hundred Florins for IE 
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the Impudence to bring ſuch Orders to a Per- 


ſon of his Rank. The next Day he teck the 


Field with his Garriſon, and made an Excurſion 


to the very Gates of Rome, where he took Pri- 


ſoner all that were without the Gates. 


—: ß» e : . 
The Murmur, which this firſt Act of Hoſtility 
excited in the City, obliged Rienzi to mount on 
Horſeback, and haſten to gather together the 
Soldiers, ſome armed, and ſome without Arms, 
He took the Route of Paleftrina, judging that 
Celonna would retire thither. But Colonna, fore- 
ſeeing he would not fail to purſue him, ordered 
his Forces to go aſide into the Foreſt of Pantan, 
between Noel and Palgſtrina, and there lay 
concealed till Night, under Favour of which 
they could — the Men they had taken to 
the Caſtle; which was executed accordingly, 
The Senator, after ranging all Day to no Purpoſe, 
was ſurprized at Night, and obliged to go to 
Trivoli, where the next Morning he was inform- 
ed of the Manner in which his Enemies eſ- 
caped him. Aſhamed of having been ſuch a 
Dupe, and reproaching himſelf for marching at 
Random, he loaded his : Reſentment with Im- 
precations againſt the Colonnas, whoſe Ruin he 
publicly vowed; and as the Fortreſs of Pali 
trina was the Magazine of their Arms, and the 
Centre of their Power, he reſolved to beſiege it 
in Form. The four Days he remained at T- 


285 8 ed in making Preparations for the 
Siege. — e Decline of his for- 
mer Virtues, at this Juncture he ſeemed to re- 
ſume his wonted Activity. The Ardour with 
which he laboured, plainly ſhewed he had at 
Heart the Enterprize he was meditating: He 
2 iy erdere 
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ordered from Rome immediately all his Forces | 
both Horſe” and Foot.  Arimbald and 'Bettrone, 
whom he had made his Lieutenants General, 


arrived at the Head of te Troops; enfrying he 


old Standard, which Rienzi had ſet ay ty Rome 
at the Time of his firſt Elevation. But he 
raſhly engaged in a War for which he wanted 
the . Fund; he depended perhaps, as 
uſual, upon Fortune; but ſoon found himſelf 
miſtaken, and abuſed by her. The Mutiny of 
the foreign Troops, eſpecially of the Germans, 
more unattractable than the others, threw him 
at once into a diſmal Dilemma. They diſſem- 
bled whilſt they were at Rome, but finding them- 
ſelves: in the Field and independant, they de- 
elared to the Senator, that for want of their 
Pay ſome of them had been obliged to pawn 
their Arms, and that in one Word they would 
remain no longer in the Service, unleſs tl 
could be ſatisfied of their Pay. In the Want he 
had of Troops, and in the Indigence he found 
himſelf, he knew not what Courſe to ſteer, till 
Neceſſity -furnifhed him with an Artifice in 
which he ſucceeded. He ſent for the two Lieu- 
tenants General Arimbald and Bettrone, to whom 
he imparted the Streights he was drove to by 
the Perverſeneſs of the Germans, and the Vexa- 
tion he was in to ſee by their Fault a pate ng 
Matched from his Hands, which ought to have 
recompenſed them both the Favours with In- 
tereſt, which they had ſnewn him. I ü ſee 
(added he) but dne Remedy left for this Evil, 
* and that is the Nman Hiſtory, which furniſhes 
me with one a propos: I remember to have 
read that the Republic, once finding herſelf in 
© a Condition much like ours at ent, thatis 


my 
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to ſay, without Money and under a Neceſſity 
©. of carrying on a War; the Conſul aſſembled 
the moſt dignified and richeſt of the Rymans, 
and told them that it was their Part, who, held 
the higheſt Offices in the Republic, to ſet an 


„ Ka. * 


Example to others, by contributing voluntarily 


to the public Welfare. His Speech (conti- 


+ nued he) made ſuck an Impreſſion upon them, 


that they chearfully made Aſſeſſments, and 
© raiſed the Sums required to pay the Troops. 
Permit me then in the ſame Circumſtances 
© to make the ſame Propoſition; it is more your 
* own Intereſts than mine. Begin, and I'II 
« warrant that the good People of Rome, touched 
© with ſeeing Foreigners contribute ſo gene- 
“ rouſly for them, will bring immenſe Sums into 
6. our Hands. 0.0440) brit tei Jo bath! + 
a bly i Sp: 32x » 7 n © n itit ! 

Altho' the Speech was not very agreeable to 
the two Brothers, yet like Gameſters, in Hopes 
of winning, they reſolved to hazard more. They 
brought to him a thouſand Florins in two Purſes, 
This Money diftributed among the German Ca- 
valry at peaſed their Murmurs. Rienzi at Trivoli 
aſſembled the Citizens in the Market Place of 
St. Laurence, and made one of thoſe Harangues, 


1 


which had fo often charmed the Ears of the Ro- 


mans, He told them in the moſt pathetic 
Terms of the Services he had done the Repub- 
lic while he was Tribune; the inveterate En- 


mity of the Colinnat to the Good Eftabliſhment ; 


that he was obliged to quit his Government at 
the Time his grand Deſigns were opening in 
Fayour of the | Remans ; that at length aſter 
many Years Exile, his Holinefs by ſingular Fa- 
Your, as prejudiced as he had been Aale, 
page 5 
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the Efforts of ILyranny: but alas (added h 


had created him Senator, that he might reſtore 
0 his Country Peaes and Plenty, and ſuppreſs 
5 
Jam prevented by the Oppoſition of at 
c {ons HR fatal to the Lepoſe of Rome": 
Deliver me from this Monſter-born, and I 
vill make you happy: It is owing to him you 
live in Indigence, while your Neighbours live 
© in Afluence and Tranquillity; my Deſign Ia 
to beſiege Puloſtriua, and ſhalte to Atoms the 
© reſt of our old I rants : Join with me, brave 
Friends, let us deſtroy'the common Enemy; 
© Jet us take Vengeance of paſt Injuries; and 
let us ſecure for the future an-unalterable Re- 
© poſe, which our Succeſs ſhall yield us.“ | 
This Harangue had all the Effect lie cbuld 
wiſh for. The People of Tivoli not only agreed 
to follow him, but were ſo diligent that the 
ſpent but one Night in their Preparations, Ei- 
enxi, to give this Ardour no Time to cool, be- 
gan the next Day his March with theſe new 
Forces, and went to encamp at Caffiglione, the 
general Rendezvous. He was ſtopt to Day! 
in waiting for the auxiliary Troops he had de- 
manded from ſeveral Quarters. They came 
from Hellet i, Furſa, and all the flat Countries 
and Mountains round about. When theſe For- 
ces were all aſſembled, the Army marched to- 
wards Pal trina, and encamped one League 
from that Place, at the Village of St. Mary, to 
forage according to Cuſtom before they began 
the Siege. Beſide the Infantry, compoſed of 
the Irregulars of Tivoli and others, he had a Body 
of one thouſand Horſe, as well Foreigners as 


= 


Remant. His Army was numerous enongh to 


deſtroy 
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Feu, Poleſrino, bun Action. fell hort of 


Number, The Foreigners were e to 


oy 121 og Qolenyas, and unable to Aigen | 
March, although they had received 


2 Pay, reſolved to carry on the War as 
lowly as poſſibly. On the other Hand the 
Romans, whom the reſt. made the Rule of their 
A6 aid not the ſame Regard to the new 
Senator "hey. had done. to the old Tribune. 
When the Cam p was fixed at St. Mam s, every 
one ſtudied — he ſhould paſs the Time agree- 
able at Play or Carouzing, leaving the General 
all the Burden of a War, which he had under- 
taken ſolely for his own Intereſt. As he ceaſed 
not to emplo 12 himſelf more arduouſly, he re- 
eonnoitered hinaſelf the Place, which to him 
E imo difficult of Acceſs... It was a noble 
Has 2 y fortified and ſituated upon the 
og of a Hill, which commanded all the try 
round it. He could not bear the Prof] ect, but 
ſearching ſome Avenue weak enough 2 him 
to attack, he formed a thouſand idle Schemes of 
. and Revenge: He would ſometimes = 
out: Behold that haughty and rebellious 
5 hich I muſt level. He was continually ſur- 
veying the Ramparts from whence the Enemy 
ſeemed to brave his Wrath and Impotence. 
He ſaw Cattle go in and out freely, while Wag- 
gons loaded with Proviſions went in at another 
ate. He endeavoured to cut off all Com- 
munication with the Caſtle, but the Romani, 
little diſpoſed to favour him, and brought 
over in part by the Nobles, replied, the Attempt 
ſeemed to them impracticable. The Senator, 


deceived by thoſe who approved of his Deſign, | 


wer. like a Madman to meet with ſuch Dif- 
ficulues 
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. ficulties in its Execution, and to behold fo little 
good Will among his Troops. He vainly con- 
ſumed his Menaces againſt the Colonnas ; and 
calling too late to mind his Error, in not turn- 
ing to better Advantage the Battle at the Gates 
of St. Laurence; Ah (ſaid he) if the Conſter- 

© nation my Enemies then were in, I had ſud- 

© denly fell upon Palgſtrina, I ſhould not have 
* ſeen myſelf in this Extremity, and Rome had 
been free. VV 


The next Day he began to pillage, and as 
that cauſed no Riſque, — 2 the Ad- 
vantage of the Army, they readily came into it. 
They continued their Havock for eight Ny 
The flat Countries were already ruined” and laid 
Waſte ; Rienzi found himſelf - obliged to diſ- 
band the irregular Forces, aud ſend back his 
Army to Rome. The chief Cauſe of this Retreat 
was the Diviſion among the ere, of Velletri 
and Tivoli, as their Vicinity produced Jealouſies 
and fomented Diſputes: Several of the Chiefs 
deſerted and retired to Paliſtrina; thoſe that re- 
mained in the Camp were every Day upon the 
Point of coming to Blows with thoſe of Tivo} ; 
ſo that Rienz!, to prevent ſuch dangerous Diſ- 
ſentions, was obliged to ſeparate his Army, at a 
Time he had the moſt preſſing Reaſons'to keep 
it together at Nome. But before we unfold the 
Reaſon, it may not be improper to trace back 
the Change of the Romans, in Regard: to their 
Tribune, to its Origin, and the Diſſatisfaction 
that appeared in this Expedition, and which af- 
terward burſt out more openly, e 


It 
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It might reaſonably have been expected, th; 
Kienxi — have profited by Nen — | 
long Diſgrace, and that a three Vears Impriſon- 
ment would have given him room to examine 
5 into his paſt Conduck. Inveſted now with a law- 
ful Authority, conferred by the ſovereign Pon- 
tiff, and agreed to by the People, he might have 
been ſupported by a firm and mild Govern- 
ment without giving any Advantage to the No- 

bles, keeping them within the Limits of Re- 

ſpe and Duty, if a boundleſs Ambition had 
not inſpired him with Defigns too great for him 
to execute. The Errors of his ſecond Admi- 
niſtration exceeded thoſe of the firſt : Adverſity, 
far from ſuppreſſing his Vices, added to chem: 
His Ambition, his Cruelty,” his Avarice became 
more violent, and at the ſame time leſs circum- 

7 5 and artful. During the Courſe of his 

: Adminiſtration, he knew how to curb his 


- 
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Paſſions, at leaſt to palliate them under Pretence 
of the public Welfare; but no ſooner was hea 
ſecond time eſtabliſhed, than he forgot his Miſ- 
fortunes, and intoxicated himſelf with his Proſ- 
perity: He kept ſo little Guard upon his Words, 
that in his very: firſt Harague he let drop ſome =” 
Expreſſions, that tended to a tyrannic Sway. þ 
The People perceived it, and the Nobles made 1 
the beſt uſe of it to promote their own Intereſts. p 
Degenerated from that Auſterity of Life, and ab 
from that Sobriety, which had ſuch a Splen- h 
dour on him in the former Days of his Elevation, 1 
he now gave himſelf up to an Exceſs of Intem- p. 


perance. The Indecency of a Vice ſo oppoſite th 

to the Cuſtoms of the Romans gave great Ot- x) 
ſence : They no longer regarded the Tribune, = 
who had once been a Model of Temperance in 
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a City, which could fcarcely at preſent fee one, 
Vir in Fim, fince his Re-elabliſhwent de 

grudged the fmall Time ke ſpent in public Bu- 

fineſs, and pave himſelf up entirely to feafting ; 

Noon and Night hetippled; his Con 

. verſe with the” Hungarians and Germans taught 

him this Vice, upon which to put ſome Gloſs, 
he pretended that his inſatiable Thirſt was the” 

Effect of Poiſon given to him in Priſon. He 


Morning, 


y 


grew quite unweildly, his Face was bloated and 


his Eyes changed their Colour, ſometimes en- 
flamed and blood-ſhot, his Beard was long and 


neglected; his whole Air in one Word was fo 
inexpreflibly barbarous and fierce, that it was 


impoſſible to look at him without Horror. His 


Debaucheries affected no leſs his Mind than his 


Body, which became inactive and incapable of 


Application : His Temper was exceedingly al- 


tered, Reſtleſsneſs, Inconſtancy, Caprice, 


were Foibles that were born with him; but of 
which he had once made admirable Advantage 


over a People equally. as reſtleſs, inconſtant, and 
capricious. 


Such was the Courſe of the ſecond Adminiſ- 
tration of that celebrated Tribune, who flattered 


himſelf he ſhould obtain univerſal Monarchy. 


It muſt be confeſſed, that ſince his Return he had 


partly laid aſide his Chimæras; that he never 
roſe up againſt the Pope his Sovereign, as he 
had formerly done, and that he was in ſome 
Things praiſe-worthy. But whether the black 
Part of his Character ſurpaſſed the white, whether 
the fickle Humour of the Romans was at that 
time incapable of fixing a Stability of Govern. 
ment, or whether the * Novelty, to which 


they 


W r Te N 
e 
. 
— 
» 


7 
W 


„ 
= 
- 


— 
4 


. 


8 


A 


A 


* 


4 
£ 
2 
* 
e 
N MLL 


* 


r F — 


———— — 


* ＋ = — 


n 


n 


Kae, to e 57 9. 


i and net en. 
wherein be coll” 


3 


- 3 * ” = 4 * a EDI 
* £ = e n a T 8 * — * * n * N 
4 ng. WY 7 Lo Thy Fe % 4 N 1 g * W = 
. : FE 2 — 7 ER 3 29 Wy es © N 


"a... Th, 80 0 N 5 LR A c *. 1 7 * 
He be let eee ; 


thei and. which rai . —. a Y 
be At th Ta Time he hal tlie Indif- 
retion 40 make uſe of this Speech in Preſence; of | 


| ki Remi was 2 Traytor, 

he could not move either by Reaſon, Perſuaſion, - 
or Promiſes; and that he would ſlay him with 
his own Hand. TheAmval and Diſcontent of 
We erin came to the Ears of the Senator, who 


ts g that this Chief of the Robbers, 
Ang tailed © tribijtions over Utaly, was 


thofity and Perſon, re- 
ar} to Eagan nh He 3 Rome by his 
ſudden Return, but he Kept it not long in Suſ- 
pence, and the Treachery of a Servant gave him 
room to publiſh the true Motive of it. This 
Woman, eee t fe ill 222 had re- 
ceived from her Maſter Matr⸗ 
. revenge herſelf by the moſt 0 Means: She 
. went to the Senator, and approaching 
him all in Tears,” "ſhe "pretended ſhe knew not 
how to Antal too or too little ef · an Af- 
ped ſo delicate, as to affect — A the Life of 


hey Maſtor, and that of the: Trbyn Te Ly 


a few_ ary n E 
Curioſty, the. to d Him 1 the had had heard the 
Chevalier mention. 


Kits, IU aſtoniſhed, at + AOL we . 
unfolded, than rejpieed at having ſo fine an Op-. 
partunity of deſtroying Montreal, upon hm ke » 
2 d, Kis a .milled. 0 his Aim. 

Varribr capable af undertak : 
e E nterpriſes, and ar 
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ually attended by es t Bro 
chenfive' of being ruined 
Men who Had raiſed him! Fbe 0 gatjon h 


Wh ;* 


lay under to mem for his ne Fortune, was to 


him a Burden the more ' infupportable; as he 


found himſeIF in no Condition to repay the Fa- l 
your; or thoſe Sums he flood indebted for. He 


was in great'Want of Money to pay tits Tr 1 
Asen f 1 2 Aid wound | 
firſt to reſtore lim faile for Want of Security”: 
He had to no . all his Artfce, 


wm; "tar 25 : 
on. d to ſeize 
upon Moantreul, and 3 to be 


' broaght before aw: | The Cheralier who who kc 
Sy. ents ad pcn trayed, a 


d pe 
got the Expreſſions, „eh e t from num, 
preſented himſelf Without Fear 4 Suſpicion. 


Nierri cauſed him to be forthwith throw intd 


a Dungeon and fettered; His two Brothers 
were at the ſame Time taken into Cuftod 2 — 
Accomplices in the pretended C onſpi „the 
News of which the Senator took care 


preſently be publiſhed throughout- the 89. 


— less 3 Pofitician chan a Soldier;could 
not conceive by what fatal Snare he had thus 
imprudently thrown himſelf into the Hands of 
a Man, too much offended to believe him i inno- 
cent, and too vindictive to forgive him: He open- 


5 << eyes Wo lus * * 
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an enraged Woman had depoſed againſt him, 
_ doubted not but he was entirely loſt. He was 
ready to deſpair on refleQing that Selfiſhneſs and 
Avarice had coſt him his Life; yet as he knew 
Rienzi ſelfiſh and avaricious as himſelf, he was 
in Hopes he ſhould find out Means to appeaſe 
him, and extricate himſelf out of the Precipice 
he had unfortunately fallen into. He knew that 
the Senator was. in extreme Want of Money, 
and impatient to raiſe it at any Intereſt whatever. 
Nienzi, indeed, although he was ebliged to diſ- 
band Part of his Forces, looked upon the Ex- 
pedition againſt Palſtrina as laid afide only by 
the Neceſſity of the Times. Perſuaded that he 
ſhould never be ſecure, as long as that Plage re- 
maincd an Azyle for the Nobles and other Male- 
contents, he was more determined than ever to 
risk all to deſtroy it. The Difficulty was to 
find the Money requiſite, without laying new 
Taxes upon the People, whoſe Affections he 
was willing in theſe Begmnnings ings to obtain. On 
the other Hand the foreign Troops murmured, 
and it was thought that if he did not ſatisfy-them, 


they would raiſe an InſurreRion, betray and de- 


liver him up to the Colonnas, whoſe Party greatly 
| increaſed in the City. Montreal reſolved to take 
Advantage of the perplexing Condition of the 
Senator: he offered Rienzi upon Condition of 
ſetting him at Liberty, to pay his Forces, brit 
him freſh, and ſupply in general all his Ex- 
igencies, leaving his two Brothers in his Hands 
as Hoſtages. | 3 Cots $151 


The Offer was not mean, and Montreal re- 
lied ſo much upon the Succeſs of his Negotiation, 
that he already comforted his two Brothers, tel- 


ling 
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ling them, he would not have them be uneaſy 
at remaining Hoſtages for him; that he ſhould 
make but a ſhort Stay, and bring with him twen-, 
ty thouſand Florins for their Ranſom ; and that 
he ſhould at length calm the Madneſs of Riamxi, 
in giving him more Men and Money than his 
Heart could wiſh for: But the Chevalier's Bro- 
thers knew better the Bottom of the Se- 
nator ; they could not perſuade themſelves 
that he would facrifice his Vengeance to his 


Avarice. They nevertheleſs conjured Mont- * - 


real to ſpare no Pains to deliver them as ſoon as 
poſſible from one ſo cruel. The Chevalier ſoon 
found himſelf miſtaken, and that his Brothers 
knew better the Character of the Man than 
he. The very Night Montreal was apprehend- 
ed, while he was ſleeping ſoundly upon the 
Security of his Offers, and the Sacrifice of his 
Treaſures, he was awakened in Surprize and 
dragged to the Rack. As it was not cuſto- 
mary to uſe Men of Fortune in that Manner, 

the Chevalier at the Sight of the Cords and the 
1 for the Torture, could not with- 
hold his Indignation: Wretches, (ſaid he, 
* flying at thoſe who came to torture him) 
from whence this Inſolence to. inſult a Perſon + 
of e's Rank ?* then giving them the Strapado, 
and lifting himſelf from the Ground: Ah'! 
© (faid* he again) am I no longer General of a 
© powerful Army? Muſt I ſee. myſelf in this 
Condition, after raiſing Contributions through- 
out Tuſcany, and making all 1taly tremble ?“ 
This was a Crime ſu client to compleat his 
Ruin; Rienzi well knew that his Proceeding, 

in Regard to Montrea/, could not be diſapproved 
of by the ſovereign Pontiff. It is uncertain what 


6 Neon Aer 
-Confeflivn:the Chevalier made upon che Rack; 


he Was however reconducted to Priſon, Where 


Judging from the Treatment he met with, there 
Was little: Hopes left of Mercy, he deſired a Con- 
ſeſſor, and ſpent the Remainder of the Night 
with a Cordelier, that he might prepare him- 


_ ſelf to die like a Chriſtian, He ſettled his Af- 


fairs with, great Preſence of Mind, and turning 


- himſelf afterwards to his Brothers, who melted 


into Tears, Comfort yourſelves, (faid he) I die 
reſigned and content, and the more ſo that I 
die alone; you will not accompany me: I. un- 
derſtand both Men and Things well: 1 


know it is my Life, not yours, the Tyrant has 


in view; he will ſacrifice me, and ſave you: 
Happy is it for me, for the Expiation of my 
Offences, to die in the ſacred Place, where 
the innocent Blood of the bleſſed Apaſtles St. 

. © Peter and St. Paul was ſpilt. It is you, (con- 

- © tinued he addreſſing himſelf to Arimbuld) it is 
you have thrown me into this Abyſs of Mi- 
80 05 but far from reproaching you, I ſee you 
only to comfort you: I am a Man as yuu are, 
and as ſuch have been ſurprized, deceived; and 


'+ betrayed : Ceaſe then your Affliction, ; fludy 


only to learn Mankind: , Your Happineſs de- 
pends upon 8 Union: For Bravery, Ho- 
ndur and Probity I leave you my Example to 
© follow: Shew yourſelves the worthy:. Brothers 


© of: a Man, who had made [tal bend to him: 


© T know my Deſtiny, and as my Intentions haye 


© been up ight, I doubt not of Mercy from the 


25 Almighty.” | 
in ſuch Terms of: Affection and Heroif he 
diſcourſed with his Brothers until the fatal Day. 
TIES S D 


6 fatal to o him.” 
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He 4 to ker high Mass 12 the Mornings 
O 


and in Token enitence a ſiſted. with naked 
Legs and Arms. About nine of the Clock the 
People were aſſembled at the Sound of the Ca- 
Ke Bell, and the Priſoner was conducted to 
the Lion's Steps (the uſual Place where Pri- 
ſoners received Sentence) he was. cloathed in a 
long Robe of black Velvet trimmed with Gold: 
In his Hands, which were tyed, he carried a 
Crucifix, and was aſſiſted — three Cordeliers. 


At his Arrival he kneeled and turned his Face 
towards St. Mary's Church in the Capitol: Af- 
terwards he aroſe and turned to the People: 


* Rimans (ſaid he) bows can you ſet your Hands 
* to the Death of a Man,  who-never offended 
* you? But I perceive plainly your Poverty an 
my. Affluence of Fortune to be the Cauſe; 
As it is the Will of Heaven I am content to 
© die, where St. Peter and St. Paul died. But 
that perfidious Tyrant (added he) meaning 
© Rienzi, will not not reap _ my Death the Ad- 
vantage he has p 8 Karl de 


While FUL cok proneming! dene ls 
him, he chanced to over hear among the People 
the Word Gibbet, which hone bis him into a vi- 
olent Paſſion, believing he actually was con- 
demned to that ignominious Death, but they 
that ſtood neareſt him informed him he was to 
be beheaded ; this Aſſurance calmed him, and 


he heard the Remainder of the Sentence with -- 


Tranquillity : Afterwards aſſuming a Counter 
nanee more fierce than ſteady : Alas! (ſaid he) 
* what am I, and what have I been? 1 have 
, ſcen myſelf at _ Head of a Multitude ten 


1 5 A 


% The Gopyonnacy, 
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© Times more nume ws, than { ointing to the 
* Men] cis * pt ſee.” E Geer er del Lo | 

he outwardly 1 5 to his Fate, the natural 
Honour of a Death, ſo widely different from 
that he had often ſtared in the Face in the Field 
of Battle, ſnocked him. During his Sentence he 
was continually” turning himſelf from the Right 
to the Left, and from the Left to the Right, pro- 
teſting to the People his Innocence, and repeat- 


ing What he bad before ſaid, © that their Po- 
verty and the Affluence of his Fortune was 
the real Cauſe of his Cataſtrophe : I was come 
(added he) to relieve your Country: I had 


great Deſigns for the Glory of Rome : Behold 

chem all periſn with me. — Ah! muſt I die? 

But recovefing himſelf on a ſudden, and giving 

Plate te Sentiments more noble and Chriſtian 

— 5 kiſſed the Crucifix which he held in his 
4 8. AR ES þ Fe Ah e & "2 


In theſe cruel Alternatives of Tranſport and 
Steadineſs he arrived at the Place appointed for 
his Execution. He fell on his Knees in the 
Middle of a great Ring of Soldiers' and People, 
who ſurrounded him. He turned to the Eaſt, 
and recommended himſelf to God; then ariſing 


| before the Stake, he kiſſed it, praying God to 


protect Juſtice : He made a Sign of the Croſs 


upon the Place, on which he was to lay his 


ead, and RE kiſſed it again, he pulled off 
his Cap, which he threw aſide, and placed him- 


ſelf in the Manner deſigned for him. The Ax 


which was to cut off his Head, was faſtened to 


one End of the Stake. As ſoon as he perceived 


the Executioner going to examine the Joints, 
he cried out, that. he muſt not do it where he 


___ eV GABRINT': as 
thought fit; upon which his Surgeon came up; 


ftrike the fatal Blow, who in a Moment taking 
up the Ax ſeparated his Head from his Body. 
The Cordeliers who aſſiſted, immediately took 
away the Body, and with red. Silk ſewed the 
Head to it; after which they put it into a Cof- 
fin and conveyed it to St. Mary d Ara Celi, 
where they buned bill. not on et 55 


Thus died this great Man, who had gained 
in Itah ſo great Renown for his Prudence and 
Valour: It is true he turned his great Talents 
into Violence by his Plunders; his Coveteouſ- 


neſs was a Snare to him; for the reſt he had a 


great and noble Soul, an excellent Genius in 
the Art of War, and a ſingular Talent in at- 


tracting the Love and Eſteem of his Soldiers. 


Heaven made uſe. of him to puniſh the Halians, 
and he was puniſhed by Rienzi, who deſerved a 
thouſand Times more the Puniſhment. - | 


It was doubtleſs ſurpriſing that the Senator 
did not accept of Montreal's Offers: in the ex- 


treme Want he was in both of Men and Money; 
but beſides imagining he ſhould get more by his 
Death than he had offered, he was too politic 
to (et at Liberty a Man whom he had fo cruelly 
treated. He rightly apprehended, that a Com- 
mander of his Credit among his Troops, after 
he had paid his Ranſom, would not fail of 
coming to revenge himſelf at the Head of that 
terrible Band. The Senator had much leſs to 
fear from that Hydra, after he had cut off the 
principal Heads: He perſuaded himſelf he had 
at the ſame Time 9 labs gre it Service in 


deli. un; | 
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delivering it from a Monſter, whoſe. leaſt Mo- 
tions made diſmal Havock The Army of 
Montreal deprived of their Commander became 
a Body without a Soul. Theſe Conſiderations 
made Riemi blind to the Brightneſs of Gold, 
deaf and inexorable to the Petitions of his Be- 
nefactor, and forgetful of all Favours beſtowed. 
But refined as this Policy appeared, it anſwered 
not his Expectations; the Death of the Che- 
valier was of more Prejudice than Advantage 
to him; If MentreaP's Cataſtrophe was pleaſing 
to the little States he had unmercifully pillaged, 
it was lamented by the Romans, who had re- 
ceived no Injuries from him. Rienzi thought to 
prevent the ill Conſequences of this Step, by the 
Artifices he — of in drawing up the Sen- 
tence, which declared Montreal deſerving Death, 
as being Captain of a Band of public Robbers; 
as a Scourge that had aflifted Tiſcany, Florence, 
and Sienna as a Man guilty of numberleſs Mur- 
ders, Outrages, Conflagrations, and all the 
Horrors of an unjuſt and barbarous War. But 
this had no Effect upon Men of Penetration, 
and thoſe whoſe Hearts were alienated; even 
thoſe who had the leaft Cauſe to regret the 
Chevalier, forgot or extenuated his Crimes, and 
exclaimed againſt the execrable Perfidy and In- 
gratitude of Rienxi, who made uſe of the Power 
Ke held from him and his Brothers to-opprets 
them. As for thoſe who were attached to the 
Intereſts of Montreal, their Grief was conſpi- 
cuous in the Perſon of one of his Officers. He 
was then at Tivoli, and hearing of the Misfor- 
tunes of his Commander, that he was imprt- 


ſoned, racked, ſentenced and executed 5 
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could recover of Mintrzal's Effects at Rome, 
gave himſelf no great Concern at what one or 
the other thought of the Execution without; 


but within the Opinions of the People alarmed 
him he ſaw with Grief that the Courage, the 
Affabiſity, and the Chriſtian-like Behaviour at 
the Hour of Death of the Chevalier, had cau- 
ſed even thoſe who hated him in his Proſperity, 
to lament his Misfortunes and fincerely pity 
him: He perceived this Clamour producing In- 
dignation againſt his Adminiſtration; and he well 
knewethat the Colmnas would lay hold of the 
Opportumiy of rendering bim odious to the 
Romans, for his Eagerneſs to poſſeſs. himſelf of 
his Effects at his Death. He was aſſured their 
Partiſans would inſinuate, that there was no Se- 
curity for the Nobility or the Commonalty with 
a Traitor, who had facrificed to his Avarice, the 
the Man to whom above all the World he owed 

the higheſt Obligations 
Phe Senator, dread 13 Conſequences of 
this Alienation of their Minds and their ſecret 
Murmurs, thought to appeaſe the People with 
one of thoſe Harangues, which had always hi- 
therto ſucceeded. He aſſembled them at the 

Capitol, and difguiſing with Artifice what his 
Actions rendered odious: Romany (faid he) 
© what Cauſe have you to Jament thus the 
Death of the baſeſt of Men? Will you by an 

* untimely Compaſſion authoriſe the Temerit 
, © of every one who ſhall make a Merit of pil- 


* laging 
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2 G ing and ove rowing your Country? Know 
© you not that the Take, whom thus: you 
Nr for, plundered, ranſacked, and io a 
ber of Caſtles, and, Cities z, that, he maſ- 

© facred all who fell into his Hands without Di- 
© ſtinction of Age or. Sex ; and that before his 
he Rory * 2 ee two . Women in 
© Slay 81 % 1 us enough to be- 
« Lee Fe ok the Inlolewrs, to make 
00 you? bg 5 5 pelt ieve be came to 
C * Rome to advance your Glory and Power? Know 
you ſo little of this Tyrant ? Jealous of the 
© Good Eftabliſkment he came to deſtroy it; a- 


5 midſt your Broils he formed the execrable 


© Scheme of. eſtabliſhing univerſal Tyranny ; 
© but the Lord, who, permits Scourges merely 
© to chaſtiſe Children for the Offences of their 
Parents, ſu rec him to fall into the Snare we 
© had laid for him. The Traitor is now more, 
© and we are living; not only free from the 
© Dread of his dangerous Intrigues, but in Poſ- 


© ſeffion of his Arms, his Horſes and his Trea- 7 


* ſures deſtined for our Ruin, and en we > will 
« employ for our Preſervation.” 


5 This Diſcourſe. Which 1 not 1 
Grounds of Reaſon, ſoothed their Minds and 
for à while ſuſpended their Murmurs; inſomuch 

that Rienzi plucking up his Spirits, began to re- 

new his Preparations for the Expedition againſt 

Paliſtrina. But Montreal's Affair was of tos 
reat Importance to pa unregarded by the 

; von: and his Legate. The latter, informed of 

this Proceeding, ſent the Senator an Expreſs Or- 

der to deliver into his Hands Arimbald, the 
elder of © he two Brothers of Provence : Rienz: 
- © detained 
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detained, them in Priſon not ſo much upon Ac- - 
count of any Crime "they" had committed, 48 
the Apprehenſion he was under that their too 
recent Grief for the Death'of their Brother might 
carry them to ſome Extremity, which he muſt 
be obliged to punifh for Juſtice, or ſuffer out of 
Necefitty. He obeyed without Heſitation, more 
out of Regard to the Holy See, with whom he 
was unwilling to embroil himſelf, than for the 
Legate d Albornes, He knew that by this Step 
he thould give no Offence, but on the contraty 
ſhould not fail of Approbation in thus purging 
Haly of fuch an Enemy as Montreal. He ſent 
away Arimbald, but retained his Brother Bettrone, 
as the Legate required no more than one in his 


— 


Power. 
TEL TEE 13 


Excluſive of the Money Montreal brought to 
Reme and placed among the Bankers, he had 
conſiderable Sums in ſeveral Cities of ah; out 
of one hundred thouſand Florins which he had 
at Rome, Rienzi could not get one Moiety. © 
51475 de Caffello had the Cunning to convert to 
is own Uſe great Part. It appeared that the 
Senator to ſupply the Neceſſities of the go 
Eſlabl.ſbmen', af which he was ever mindful;Jong- 
ed to ſeize upon all the Effects of Montreal, and 
that he had ſucceeded by Means of Arimbald 
who knew his Brother's Secrets, and had re- 
deemed his Liberty at the Expence of his Trea- 
ſures, but that Cardinal d Albornot, whoſe Sen- 
timents were as noble as equitable," eſteemed it 
not juſt to profit by the Injuſtice of Montreal, and 
by the Blood of ſo many unfortunate Men whom 
he had exhauſted : He was attentive to their 
Cries, and preferred a generous Compaſſion to 
e TS e 1 5655 
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the moſt brilliant Advantage, , The Dificult 
lay in knowing where the Sums were depoſited 3 


no one could give a better Inſight than Aim- 
bald, whom his Brother charged with the Ma- 


nagement of bis Affairs. It was to get this 
Hint that the er made Court to him: Un- 
derſtanding that Fart of the Money was depo- 
ſited in ſome Provinces: of Iah, he ſeized upon 
it in the Name of the Pope, as ill-gotten Goods, 
and declared that he would as ſoon as poſſible 
diſtribute it among the unhappy Creatur es. Mont- 
real had reduced to Want. The Pope, naturally 
erous and diſintereſted, came ſo entirely into 
the Deſigns of the Legate, that he ſent a par- 
ticular Grder to Raymond Abbot of St. Nicholas, 
at that Time his Nuncio at Venice, to draw from 
the Bankers of Padua ſixty thouſand Florins 
which were conſigned them by Montreal, and en- 
joined him to employ that Sum in relieving 
thoſe whom Montreals Excurſions had ruined, 


By this, Step Rienzi was diſappointed of the 
Aid he had promiſed himſelf. As to the Ff. 
ſects of the Sufferer, which he confiſcated at 
Rome, he made uſe of them in paying his Forces, 
who were exceedingly turbulent and mutinous. 
To ſecure himſelf from the ſame Diſtreſs for the 
future, and compaſs the great Scheme he had al- 
ways at Heart, the Ruin of the Houſe of Co- 

„ he. took a Method different from 
that he had made uſe of in his former Expedi- 
tion. The Temerity with which he undertook 
it, the Neceſſity of employing foreign Troops, 
and the Volunteers who were hourly thwarting 
his Purpoſes, the Wants he was in of Money 
to ſupply his urgent Neceſſities, expoſed his 


"= 
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Intentions to the Raillery of the Public, and cau- 


ſed him to be locked upon as a Man of little Ex- 
perience in War; but he concerted this ſecond 


Attemꝑt with all the Art and Ability of the moſt 


He began with declaring, that he would: keep 


in his Pay: no other Soldiers than thoſe whom 


an: unalterable Zeal and an unſbaken F idelity 


had teſtiſied their Attachment to his Intereſts. 


He disbanded all upon their Parole, and per- 
mitted them to retire if they thought fit. He 
made Choice of the Prime only of thoſe who 


were willing to: remain with him, and diſmiſſed 
the reſt;: by: which Means he formed a little 
choice: Body upon whom: he could depend; and 


_whoſe Cavalry: conſiſted: of three hundred Men, 
all fit for Action, and capable alone to make all 
the little Italian Cities tremble. This firſt Care 
was the Fruit of Cie Reflections he had made 
on the ill Succeſs of his former Expedition. 


Ad he reconnoitered by himſelf the Caſtle of 


Paleſtrina, he perceived it fortified by Art and 
Nature; garriſoned by Troops who were de- 
termined to defend it to the laſt Extremity, and 
commanded by the renowned ' olonnas, whoſe 
2 'Azyle it was; it was difficult therefore to 
beſiege it in Form. On the other Hand he a 


prehended that a long Blockade would inevi- 


tably occaſion his Abſence from Rome, during 


which he knew Cabals would be held, which 


would oblige him to bring back his Troops to 
Nome where the Colennas had already too many 
ſecret Abettors. He determined to keep him- 


ſelf 
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ſelf cloſe ſhut up in the Capitol to ſettle the Ope- 

Tations both within and withoul. 

JJ IEP SCROOE US EY 7 . . 
He drew up a Plan, which redounded much to 
his Honour. Inſtead of keeping his Forces toge- 
ther in one Body, as before, he divided them into 
ſeveral beer ne and appointed the little 
Tons about the Caſtle of Paleſrina their Ma- 


gazines of Arms, ſuch as Freſcati,” Caſtiglione and 


Tivoli. Every one of theſe Detachments was 


to harraſs the Enemy by their Excurſions, and 
poſſeſs themſelves of all the Avenues, that no 
Proviſions or Succours ſhould be carried in to 
the Beſieged. This was the moſt effectual Me- 


thod he could take to ſtarve the Colomas, or 
compel them to ſurrender. His Plan ſettled, he 
reſolved to nominate an experienced General; 


his Judgment appeared in the Choice he made 


of Liccard ds Hannibalis, ſurnamed for his glo- 
rious Actions the Bold. To him the Senator 


communicated his Plan, concerted with him 
each Day's Attacks, according to the Situation 


of the Places, and fixed upon the Number of 


Cauriers, who ſhould go and come with In- 
telligence: Having exhorted him to ſignalize 
his Zeal for his Country, maintain his high Re- 
putation, and =p the Confidence which he 


uad at this critical uncture repoſed in him, he 
ordered him to march about the beginning of 


September with all the Troops, except a very 
er for the Security of the City of 


Alter the Departure of the Army, the Senator 
applied himſelf ſolely to the Operations of this 


- 
- 

* 
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War, as the Soul and primum Mobile of 5 
He 
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He was continually ſending away and receiving 
_ Diſpatches upon Diſpatches, to alter his Orders 


according to the Exigency of Affairs, and. exa- | 
mine the ſecret. Advices of his Spies, who were 
of infinite Advantage to him: He was ſerved. 
with ſuch Fidelity, that he knew better what 
. paſſed in the Army, than many Officers who 
. commanded in it, In his Inſtructions were ſeen 

a Sagacity and Abilities worthy of thoſe. great 
Princes, who command their Armies in the Ca- 
binet. The Reputation and Eſteem: of the 
People, which he began to regain, . encreaſed 
oa upon the repeated Informations of - 
his good Succeſs, which was entirely owing to 


his own indefatigable Application, and the ex- 
perienced Valous of Liccard de Hannibalis. 
Liccard locked up the Beſieged fo cloſely, that 
or durſt not appear nor make thoſe deſperate 
Sallies. they before had done. Purſuant to the 
repeated Orders of the Senator all the Avenues 
were ſo ſtrictly guarded, that no Manner of 
_ . Succours could be . thrown into them. The 
 Colonnas waſted by Inches; they found no Re- 
fuge to prevent, their approaching Ruin: They 
| "beheld at the Head of the Enemy a C eneral EN 
verſed in the Art of War, who perfectly knew 
the Country, and who could readily take Ad- 
vantage of a deciſive Moment, and the leaſt 
Error of his Adverſaries. The General had 
indeed won the Affections of his whole Army; 
they obeyed him more out of Inclination than 
Relped to his Poſt, The foreign Troops them- 
ſelves, eſpecially the Germans, who in the for- 
mer Expedition were moſt untractable, endea- 
voured to outvie the Valiant in Zeal and At- 
n nent - e dee 
N - 1 mond 


ae Ni, Convrtnicr 
aloud they had never ſerved under one more 
brave or worthy of Command. This happy 
Harmony in the Army greatly haſtened 2 
Siege, which would ſoon have been ended, if 
Lictard could have reinforced himſelf, and con- 
veyed his Experience to the Officers who com- 
manded at it. He never failed one Day to gain 
ſome Advantage, the News of which at Rome 
added great Weight to the Authority of Krenzi, 
In the midſt of this Succeſs to heighten his Joy, 
he received from Pope Innocent a Brief, dated 
Aug. 30, 1254, which confirmed him in his 
Office and Dignity of Senator, and which was 
couched in Terms full of truly paternal Aﬀec- 
tion. This Piece ſeems to deſerve the Curioſity 
of the Reader, and is as follo wwe. 
Imcent VI. Sovereign Pontiff, To er Noble 
and dear Som Nicholas Rienzi, Chevalier and 


Senator of Rome, 


52 II you will ſeriouſly reflect, dear Son, (as 
you cannot fail to do without Ingratitude) 
upon your paſt and preſent Condition, you 
Vwill find you have juſt Reaſon more and more 
to devote yourſelf to God your Creator, to re- 
© turn him your moſt ſincere Thanks for all he 
© has vouchſafed in your Favour. It is to him 
© you owe your happy Talents: It was be who 
took you from Obſcurity, and ſet. you at the 
Head of the moſt diſtinguiſhed by Birth: It 
© was he, who beholding you intoxicated with 
© your. Elevation, forgetting yourſelf, and pre- 
__ © ſumptuouſly committing the groſſeſt Errors; 
it was he, I fay, who condeſcended to (what 
© you ought'moſt' ſeriouſly. to conſider) chaſtiſe 


you 
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6 you with his paternal Hand, and ſuffer you a 
long Time to feel the Rod of Affliction, yet 
s after all preſerve you from Death, and con- 
+ trary to all Hope, and the Wiſhes of many, 

© reſtore you to your former Grandeur. Theſe 
< Conſiderations, and a Number of others which 

. © you may call to Mind, ought always to dwell 
upon your Mind, and make you fear God, ho- 
nour the Church, have Reſpect to your Su- 


a nn A 


neſs for your Subjects, Charity for the Wi- 
dows and Orphans ; rendering Juſtice ſtrictly 
to one and the other without any Reſpect of 
Perſons., God preſerve you from any Re- 
* proach on this Account: Let the Proud, the 
© Rebellious, the Wicked feel the Weight of 
your Rigour and Severity; nevertheleſs let 
them partake of you Mercy. You are eſta- 
< bliſhed to maintain Juſtice, maintain it by a 
* juſt Adminiſtration; if you defend it, it will de- 
fend you, and preſerve you from the Wiles of 
© your Enemies. To conclude, reſt aſſured 
you will obtain, if you implore the Almighty, 
© the Benefits granted to St. Augu/tin, to know 
© him and to know yourſelf.” Done at Avignon, 


© 
* 
> 


. Aug. 30. the ſecond Year of our Pontificate. 
* | This obliging and tender Letter of his Holi- 
5 neſs was followed by a poſitive Order to Car- 


tie dinal 4 Albornos, to confirm publickly Rienxi in 


It his Office of Senator. The ſecond Brief was 
1h Il dated Sept. 9, of the ſame Year 1354, inwhich 
. the Senator founded his Hopes of being ſettled 


for Life in his new Authority. 
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VERY Thing, e to concur with 
* the Senator's Wiſhes, and promiſe him 
an Adminiſtration as peaceable as laſt- 
ing. His Alteration. in his Conduct, 
his Application to Buſineſs, his Diſintereſted- | 
neſs during the Courſe of the War, and the 
Confirmation which the Pope had fent, all ap- 
peared to preſage a happy Reign. His only 
Difficulty lay in finding out Ways and Means to 
raiſe OR to maintain his Forces, who v wo 


— — 
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ecution of his is Deſigns He found himſelf under 


4 Abe 0. ONSP1 TRA A 


gre Ser belegt the . ö 
P Although the confiſented Ef- 
2 Motreal were ne to che Payment” 

fie K | ps ing a choice" Am 


a Neceſſity of having Recourſe to Taxes, as a 
more ready and permanent Reſort. He laid a 


Duty upon Wine and upon Salt, under the 
Name of Subſidies. Theſe Impoſts, moderate | 


as the L not * g to above I ix-pence 
upon Wine and ih” Proportion upon Salt; pro 


.duced a * Revenue. The People, 


although apt to ſtartle at the Name of Impoſts, 


chearfully paid them, perſuaded by the "Dif. 


courſe and Example of the Senator, that Ex- 
igencies of. State required them. Nienzi adtu- 
ally began / tu ſetian Example + He retrenched 
his Table, he leſſened the 8 of his Re- 
tinue, and lived in the moſt frugal and ſaving 
Manner, contrary to his Cuſtom and Inclination : 
He m_— rn in as much Order and Re- 

private. Gentleman. He amaſſed not 
to himtelf 4 As ons the public Treaſures, 
but applied them with the cateſt ee 
to the Welfare of the Republic. 


2A Conduẽt 2 judicious and erte ak 
ed him not however from the Deſtiny chat 
chreatened him. His Jealouſies, his Suſp! ICIONs,, - 


his Violences which followed, made his Virtues 
; forgotten and his Vices remeriibeted : In a ſhort 


Time he became as odi ous to the Romans, as he 


had been dear to them. Thete was at Rome : a 


Man reſpected by the whole World; and in 


| high * ſor- his OR Virtue and 


Probity. 


Probity. 
-Roman; incapable of a baſe Action, of an In- 


tue nor Friend and notwi 
Terror of RimaPs Nc: 


Hatred which always attends Tyrann 
vented their Murmurs breaking out 5 > 85 


* ho I 7 N 
1 
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He had the true Character of an od 


7 atteſted by all, and of an irreproachable 


| Lie; ; he was 113 Pandolf de Pandolfucci. 


The Senator made him his  Confidante ; 
but the Fruit of the dangerous Friendſhip he 
contracted with Rienzi, was as uſual - and 
Jealouſy: He dreaded a Reputation founded u 


p- a 
on Virtue, therefore facrificed his Friend to 
bis Caprice, and cauſed him to be beheaded 


without Cauſe or Compaſſion. This cruel Ac- 


tion filled che Minds of the People with ſo 


much Horror, that they looked upon him as a 
Monfter, who mera neither Innocence, Ms 


ame, and the Imp 


univerſal- Indignation — 


gloomy and melancholy Air that er in 


1 Countenance. af 


© The Senator who 8 3 
the more cruel: His . produced only 
freſh Murders. In the continual Dread he was 
in that the general Diſcontent would terminate 


in ſome ſecret Attempt upon his Perſon, he de- | 


termined to intimidate the moſt e 1 
facriheing ſometimes one, ſometimes an 


and chiefly'thoſe whoſe Riches rendered out] 
the more guiky in his Eyes. Numbers were 


ſent ever fy Day to che capitol Friſon: Happ 
2 


were thoſe who . with the Conti 
cation of their-Eſtates, ” 
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"1s. - "The: ing: pain 
Neverthaleſs all theſe Violenoes re noved. not 
the e. Fears. Great as the error W˖as 
with which he truck the People, Doubts, Fears, 
and Alarms tually tormented him. The 
1 e his Temper, and the Appearance 
To 7555 cauſed him ſometimes 

1 f to Reeg at others to 
1 SIE * 12 ers. ; trava- 
2 ly: to im bec more echava- 
and 3 wo to Indeoencies, which ren- 


us he was adious, : 


+ 
TS 


tour Oc i the whole. 
ofld, the whole World deſpiſed him. The 
eqple, as: much. offended at theſe Incon+ 
7 s unworthy of. : a Senator, as wearied of 
his Tyranmies, -longed for . the Happineſs of be- 
ing 8elivered from the very Man, whom a few 
[ears | before they eſteemed. a. Deliverer and a 
P Their Murmurs were however. ſtill 
kept _— The Seeds 'of Sedition were ſown 
in every Breaſt, but none appeared openly. 
4 1 N —— Tue G. — 
c er. u 
8 xs e- ee the Senator had placed in 
Quarter, not ſo much for the Sake of 
1d Order, as the Security of his Perſon, 
kept che molt raſh in Awe. hey themſelves, it : 
is true, were ops onal Toxiahes with Alon. who 


paid them very indifferently, as the Army = 


exhauſted- all this Pino: Yet-he kept 


| to their Duty by bee hs an 

miſes of Rewards worthy their Attachment. 
Whatever Diſpoſition hey 1 7Tl be in to re- 
volt, the Senator judging himſelf in a Condition 


* * 2 from the Romans, * 


of 8. 4 B R1 N . 32 FA 
* ** vigoraully, the War againſt the Colomas; | 
that: he was upon the Point of ſubduing then 
with all the Nobility, and fixing his Authority 
upon an immovable Foundation, whenhe cm- 


mitted an Error iv lid the.principabCauls 5 


N a 
9 2 de BOLTS, whom. he chad hoy 
a Head of his Army, had done every n 

that cauld be expected from the Ex | 
Abilities. of the greateſt General. The Affection 
of this Soldiers, the Progreſs of his Operations, 
and the indefatigable Pains he took in all hislMb- 
tions, attracted the Admiration of the Beſiegeu- 
themſelves; and reduced them to che /Needility: 
either of ſurrendering, or of ſeeing theniſelves 
ſoon forced to do 1o, without ſome unexpected 
Succour. The Senator in the- Capitol had n 
thing to do but give his Attention tonbe Intel- 
ligence he received from his Army; but his ill 
. prompted him to recall this-experienced 
and faithful Commander. It is unęortain he- 
ther the Jealouſy of the Troops Attachmertt to 
Licard gave Rienzi Umbrage, or Whether this 
Step was merely the Effect of his Caprice: He 
diſmiſſed him however, and appointed in his 
room ſeveral Commanders, who having neither 
his Courage nor Conduct, carried on the Wur an- 
ſuch a B that the Beſieged ſoon obſerved 
the Change. Delivered from ſuch an Enemy a 
Liccard tg plucked up freſh Spirits, and the 
Succeſs of the Romans aſterward declined. Lie- 
card, enraged at the Ingratitude of a Man, whom 
he had ſerved. with ſuch Fidelity, rotired diſcon- 
tenteg, 855 reducing vali tothe:Polti. f 4. 
common Officer, took To ts upon Rimai ;- 
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a Revenge common to great Abilities deſpiſed, 
| * which frequent e col ee Dee 


PI * 


Fa. 


The Colonna and Savellis wy hold. on. the 
: Informed by their Partiſans of the © 
Situation: & Affairs at Kome, of the univerſal 
' Averſion to the Senator, and the favourable Diſ- 
poſition toward them, they reſolved not to let ſlip 
ſo great an Opportunity, but ruin the Tyrant be- 
yond Redemption. They animated by their E- 
miſſaries their Friends to raiſe an Inſurrection. 
It was no ſooner propoſed but it commeneed: 
The People waited only the Signal of ſome Ad- 
venturer bold as Rimzi once had been, to make 
the firſt Motion. The Confpiracy was carried 
on with ſuch — that the Gate, although 
he had Spies in every Corner, heard nothing of 
what was hatching againſt 5 2 te goa 
| it Wr out e —— 25 
"ut 41 wy | 


v3 Ts was on the em of Onther 135 4 in the 
Morning, when Rienzi in his Bed was diſturbed 
vwith the loud and repeated Cries at a Diſtance 
of Lang hue "the People. He could neither per- 
ceive the Arms, or the Authors of the Tumult; 
but the Cries repeated again, as by Ecchoes, 
ſeemed to found as if they were near the Capi- 
tol, where the Mob gathered, and every Mo- 
mient encreaſed, to know what was the brag 
of this Emotion of ee were emĩ | 


norant. Fhe Myſtery by en 
the Clamour was mY followed a Number + 
N 


umed Men, who appeared m 


and who were no ſooner joined 
eee nb nfs of Log be he 


they cried out Let the Grant peri... At that 
Inſtant the People finding a Party formed againſt 
the Senator joined with them. The young 
Men preſently took fire, and brought out a 
Multitude of Women, Children and old Men, 
all enraged as much againſt Rienzi, as the un- 
known Ringleaders of the Inſurrection. The 
Guards before mentioned declared againſt him, 
and thoſe Soldiers he retained for the Security of 
his Perſon appeared Accomplices. The Capi- 
_ tol was in a Manner i inveſted, they threw Stones 
at che Windows, and all cried out with one 
Wer Let the Traytor who laid Exciſed 
v periſh I Tet that Fray tor perifh ! 
The Senator affrighted, inſtead of 68 ; 
As Alarm, and ping himſelf in a Poſture of 
Defence at the of Jong live the People, 
thought to diſpel — torm by ſhaking off the 
Danger. He had not yet publiſhed the Brieſ of 
Sept. 9. which confirmed nim in his Office, 
his Hopes caſt Anchor thereon, and with the 
Mob he — out, Long live the People. He 
came out of his Apartment, pronouncing theſe 
Words, and affecting an Air of Serenity, Which 
his Countenance contradicted. Yes, (ſaid he) 
* Let the People live long! I ſay ſo from my 
Heart. Alas, what Intereſt have I but their 
© Preſervation ? It is to ſecure their Lives and 
5 Properties” that I here remain, that L have ſet 
_ * the Army on foot, and that the Sover 
5 Pontiff tall imei my Authority by a B 
which immediate to the 
< 5 :Council.* 6 oy e Ie the 
ut e 1 .endeavouted: to b 
krigaſelf p tack Sort o „ ann np: the re 
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Let , the People live! But, let the Pray 
Ein '” would not permit him long to Alen 
| 7 he. 3 found the Capitol forſaken: 

Jud es, Officers, Soldiers, Domeſtics, all flew 

t the firſt Alarm: They were 51 of being 

themſelves involved in his Misfortunes; 3 not 
ve three Perſons remained in the Capito 

"" Rouzed from his Lethargy, he perceived. too 
late the Danger he had brought on by immur- 
ing himſelf,” He deſired the Advice of his three 
Domeſtics; but all they could ſay tended. ra- 
ther to let him know the Extremity he Ar | 
drove to, than furniſh him with the N 
averting it: Perſuaded he Soul yet deceive, te 
People with a Shew of Reſolution and 
diy, he took leave of his three Officers, te 4M 
18280 with an Air full of Confidence, that it 
ſhould not be long ſo with him, and that he 
© would quickly Gli ipate the Clouds that naw 
. oyer bim. » and. immediately pg his 
Armour. 

Thus equipt he went up into the great kial 
of the Capitol, and going forward into. the Bal- 
cony, from whence _ uſed. to make his Ha- 
|  Tangues, after ſtretching out his Hands to the 

| phy — be d the Favour of being heard 
| attering himſelf that hisperſua« 
| we 2 — — — once more gain the Al. 
endancy over them, and calm the Te 
25 had doubtleſs ſucceeded, if the Heads of the 
Conſpiracy, who knew. the Influence of his art- 
ful Speeches, had not at that critical Moment 
redoubled their Clamours and their Impreca- 
e which. prevented his Addreſs, land reani- 
; . Rage of the People, 3 
* on e aus pays 


Shower 


5 
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Shower e and Arrows into the Balcony, | 
on? of which enen the” Senator i in t 2 
Hand. 

Hewes no ays eyed at -this violent Out- | 
rage; ; wounded'as he Was he took up the Stan- 
dard of the People, diſplayed it from the Bal- 
cony, and ſhewed the Betters of Gold and the 
Arms e to the r He endea- 

voured by that affecting ny and the 
Fire which ſparkled: in his yes, and 7 his 
Action, to open a Way into their Hearts: But 

"he: irritated them the more by that Sight ; they 
3 reproached him for not freeing them Goh 
the I of the Gtandees, and oppreſſing | 

them in his own Adminiſtration with one in- 
finitely worſe; He made another Effort to be 
ö : * Why, (ſaid he) raiſing his Voice do 
1 1 — —— i\Favout never denied” the greateſt 
ü Am 1 not your Pellow-Citizen'? 
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This ;-rohev 8 accomp 1 vim 

"Behaviour capable of exciting Preys aud ropeuted 
With all t zorn the moſß eloquent Nian 
vf che Ages made I Improſſſon u the en- 
5 Populace, whos: wete reſ6tve@t'wo waſh 
| their Han win his Blood: He receive no other 
Anſwer than freſh ' Cries, * Let the Prayter 


3 petiſh,” with freſly Inſults” D pi of pre- 


_ ,vailing 5 5 — 1 in zm idle 


e _— cew-Propler Thais: rolent. 
— raps not think Him- 

g . — — Hallh': A Terror ſuetasdeod 
— tan 1 
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2 men 
Brother of the Chevalier Montreal, could eaſif y 


eſcape out of the nei Chamber where 
8 He had taken Notice, 


he kept him confine 


that his Priſoner, whoſe Windows overlooked - 
the Place, made Signs to the Rebels to animate | 


them: He apprehended: that if in the Tumult 
he found Means to eſcape, he would ſtab him 


in Revenge for the Death of his Brother, and for 


the Injuries he had himſelf received. This childiſh 
Fear demonſtrates the Weakneſs of the greateſt 


of Men. Nienzi rather than paſs by the Door 
of Beitranꝰs Priſon, choſe to drop from one: of 


the Hall Windows,.-which he effected by tying 


together a Parcel cf Linen: He drapt poi a i 
Sort of Platform before the Pricon. where many - 


cf his, Priſoners were obſerving his. Dexterity, 


and praying for his Fall. and their Freedom. 4A 


Kiengi more attentive to his own: Security. than 


the Ralleries of thoſe unfortunate 5 8 
diately Jaid bold of the Keys of:the-Prifan/and. 


ſet his Mind at reſt in Regard to his Enemies 
within, that: —__ think of nothing but ſe _ 
— inen pollible, from 


-avithe © 


1 


; the Mutineers. had * fire ee 
Gateaof 


6 —.— n Neaſon to de- 
— * we ens. ge 50 Cane 
— PC — they muſt 


The Day was far advanced, and de Pe- 


rome — hnee: — was retined 
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ally take Place among z promiſcuous Mob: 
While they turned their Arms from him againſt 
each other, Rienxi, as railing again his Spirits, 
would have; had: an Opportunity, either of ſav- 
ing himſelf from the Hands of his Enemies, or 
rendered himſelf Maſter of the Field of Battle, 
at leaſt have remained n Spectator aß their 
Outrages. 
But he ha i in his Ovepany a Traytor, wm 
he no Ways miſtruſted, and by whom he was 
betrayed: This Wretch Was A Kinſman of 
 Riens/'s, named Locciolo Pellitcioro. He remain- 
ed in the upper Hall from/whence | he. played . 
double: Trick: Sometimes advancing bimſelf in 
the Balcony he gave the Mutineers Advice of 
all: that paſſed in the Palace, and by his Looks 
ad Geftures let them underſtand the Diftreſs 
Ann the Fm inen | 
— Window, from whence he P 
n dune ——— 


Ae able of Seit bs 
idity: into Deſpair. 
„ of 


tune to bis Fears" Which already preſented | 
themſelves to n the Qutwotks: of the Ca- 
pitol deſtroyed Flames; the Romans in 
Arms before the whine ack; | 
—— ergy rc otenay yore As going "to - 
fall Victim. Sometimes he took off his Head- 
piece; and ſeemed preparing to take off the reſt 
i Hider to ind out ſome Stth-- - 
tagem 
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dagem 60 ſhelter himſelf from the Fury of Bis 
Enemies: In a Moment afterwards he put it on 
again, and by a fierce Countenance appeared 
determined to ſell his Life at a high Rate, and 
die at leaſt like a Man of Courage Sword in 
Hand, with all the Marks. of his Dignity. He con- 
tinued a long Time combating with theſe two 
Thoughts, without daring to reſolve himſelf, 
and determine between Honour and the Love 
of- Life ; while bis treacherous Kinſman, pre- 
r. es e, but in Fact intimidated 
im by affected Grief and Tears, laughed in 
his Sleeve at his rener At length the Dan- 
ppeared more eminent; already the ſecond | 
was all in Flames; 1 the Cracks 
| ofthe Beams en Fire, and thei! burning Planks i 
hich fell into the middle of the Flames. The 
. _ pretended! Fears of Locciao made Niexzi believe 
| That alb was * and that he wasthat:Moment 
| 10 rw nt ornt Cf men 
20 Soiiatorr nifolved: at any Rate to make his 
\Eſcape from tlie Capitol, imagined that in run- 
ning over the . 
would favour hit Retreat 3 that aſter he had: | 
_ ithoutthe Walls he could: cafily inix f 
with the Croud by: the Help of the Diſguiſe le 
thad contrived. Upon this Imagination het pul- 
. kis Armour? ſhaved!: tumſc}f;:daubed dus 
: Fund weithy Charcoal, put uon a great Coat which 
be found at his Porters Lodge, covered his 
Head "and Shoulders with a Quilt and Bed- 
ing, to make: the Mob believe he came 
©to;; plunder; and advanced to thecnearet: Gate, 
Shich was then am- Fire; leaving his Fate do 
Poruune par nn ores ——— — pre 


' paſſed without. receiving any Damage from he 
Fire, except a few Bruiſes by the Ruins:which 
fell from all Parts; every thing ſeemed to con- 
cCur 10 his Eſeape: Mixing himſelf with thoſe 
dut being known, and altering his Voice, he cd 
dut as he paſſed; © Fall, fall upon the Praytor; 
plunder my Friends, it is right. He had nom 
the laſt Steps only to overcome and he Was 
"ſafe. All the Attention of the People was fixed 
upon the Windows of the Capitol at which he 
| had appeared; and from the ſeeming Imj 
|. bility of his making Way through the” Ruins 
b and Rubbiſh, they were far from ſuſpecting a 
Retrent ſo bold and ſingula r. 
But either by Chance, or by his Ninſmunts 
FTreachery, a Man having perceived Nm upon 
| the Steps, after looking very earneſtiy at hin, 
| + took him by the Arms, and held bim faſt- Un- 
5 - fortunately for the Senator tlie golden Bracelets 
; be uſed to, wear upon his Arms, and which he 
N bad imprudently neglected or forgot to take off, 
betrayed him in Spite of his Diſguiſe: The Pes- 
ple gathered together about Him, and he Was 
known! Bofing at t iat Fime all Hope, he loſt 
entirely that Preſenee of Mind fo requiſſte in Ex- 
- tremittes, and which till no had fever totally 
forſaken him. - He doubtlefs expected that in 
the 8 of the Confpirators, Be 
ſnould be cut to- Pieces upon che Spot; * | 
| Reſyebt for- the old" Tribune, figuteF of de 
wu, ſuſpended fudderffy their FUr. 
The Ringleaderr of | the ( Inſtrrectiön be- 


* 
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coming! thus" appeaſed, took the Senator. 
the Arms; and made him 3 . 
Moleſtation to the Lion ER where he had 
5 unced fo many Sentences of Death. There 
he vras expoſed to public Shew : Poſterity will 
£ — believe rare is however true) that he 
remained in that Situation almoſt the Space of an 
Hour, bareheaded; his Face blacked in d fright- 
ul Manner; his Arms acroſs; covered W 1 W a 
Peaſant s Cloak, under which appeared green 
= ripen oor 4 gon rt with a golden Bek: K 
and capable of augmenting 
and Rage; yet not a Mutineer lifted 
ait inſt him, or ſo much a8 inifalted 
him with Words. It is amazing that<=Rienzi, 
vho had ſo often triumphed by his fine Speeches, 
ſtood at this Time ſpeechleſs, and had neither Power 
2 nor Courage to open his * in his on Defence. 
He ſpoke only with his Eyes, which be turned 
from Right — Left to ſee if any Motion was 
making in his Favour. The People on their 
-Side were equally as dumb and motionleſs, not 
nene or acquit him. 
A conſiderable time was already Peay bs 
this ſtrange Perplexity ; and the Senator between 
„Life and Death was waiting the Fate, which 
Heaven ſhould ordain for him, when one of the 
r pal Conſpirators, named Cercho de Jo-Vec- 
faddenl broke the Charm and Enchantment 
Ad the Sight of their Tribune's humble De- 


£5 had ſet upon the People in general. 

2 imagined, that if he ſuffered the Fury of the 

Populace to Un abc mach longer, Rienzs would 
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Ot iſh thoſe who had: ſpa- 
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len, he drew. his Sward, 
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"The 810 
rant filled 8 vile ne 
x with more 1 2 Tye mean Vengeance than ever. 
5 R the Senator was loſt: as he 
The Notary Treis gave him a great Cut 
: Pts 4: Head wit with his Sabre: He was ſtabbed 
afterwards in ſeveral Places, and every. Man 
| _ to outvie each other in inſulting an N 
| ns now no more ſenſible of their 
; . Rienxi died by the firſt Stroke Wil 5 
ane Word, or making the leaſt Groan. 


The Mob, 855 ſatisfied with th * | 
in his Bloods ragged- his ts dug Cor — 


Ae 
Arms they ack upon the Rogds 3 8 — 


a by the Feet upon a Stake before _ 
roy ela 293 whom he had ſo con · 

ſtantly per ſecuted: It remained above two ; 
expaſed to the Inſolence of te Dregs of the Poo> 
ple, until Tugurgba and &. . Colonnas, who 
1 to Rome wren the, * of his 


e Jeu 
"Quarter, with whom 122755 Ks. e 
A whe, Faw upon 
3 L did not — 


- Ra. All: m Snring. cher oh zan, to the the Place 
+ where they bad: thrown him: They I eſolved to 
. with a ſmall Fire, and upon a 

ry Thiſtles, to demonſt;ate by this barba- 
"row! qa Uh ina Man- 
ner 


5 
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| ner mer eee | 0 
their Hands ve. As he was grown exceflively 
fat: his Eleſh « > freſh 3 to the Flame; | 
they might: feed. the- = Time their — 4 


EIT was entire 2 I | 
1 — was the End of Nicola: Riehizi, c one 4 
theenct renowned: Men. of his Age: who 


forming a Conſpiracy full of Extrava and 
executing it in the Sight almoſt- A e 
World, with ſuch Succeſs, that he betane So 
of - Rome ; after cauſing" Plenty,” Jaſtice 
2 to flouriſh among the Roman; 
— eb Potentates and 'terrifying ſove⸗ 
. „ after being Arbiter of S 
„ re eſtabliſhing the antient Ma- 
and Power of the — Republic, - and 
ll Europe with his Fame during the ſe- 
Lonths of his fi — after having com- 
pete his Maſters th — 3 in . 
had uſurped rift their Inte- | 
| _ oy at —— at the End of his ſecond, 
which laſted not four Months; 4 Sacriflee to the 
Nobility whoſe Ruin he had vowed, and to thofe 
vaſt Projects, which his Death prevented him 
; from putting in Execution': Had his Judgment and 
—— anſwerable to his Genius and vi 
quence, lenz might have been ſet in Com 
dition ieh the greateſt of Monarchs. At ſome 
cxitical Junctures he was a proſound Politician, 
— wen and almoſt ſtupid. This Tne- 


ty in 2 4 gp? ha Conduct was 

the 2 Ric; and the Cauſe of his 
Ruin. — — ee Phantoms of 'Sove- 
_ are no more than the Plaything 55 a 
ay. 


| ted t in rhei e 
is 5 Om a > It a On be nee 3 


that Pope Clamem in his Leiter to * 
Brien his Legate at phi py ae informi m of, 
the, Intri Ay of Rienzi with, Lewis 3 
tool t of the two German gh. 

: 75 to that 


4 dr, once. 
a Magician, 177 that he boaſted he bro 


Ane Be ſhut 525 ns „ 
ſame Pope in his „ e wherein he - 
mitted nothing that could render the Tribune, 


odious, teputes no Sorcery or Converſe with Ma-, 
| gicians him. He knew indeed chat che Arr, 


tifice of Riems, the prophetical Air he ſometit 
E his myſtical mblems, che orce 
his Eloquence,. and his ſuperior Floats in mls 


their, Hearts, had given hun the Reputation 
oy Magician p a Set of People, ſe 
when. Coulicy and Ignorance. . 


But what rendered Rings. 

to the People was a L means ind ns be 
Pocket - Bock: It was divided into frye . 
the firſt. duerfen one. — O00 „ 
who were taxed. five. hundred E 5 
the ſecond contained — Hundred 
four ogg dl yr ay gs hundre. 

1 en. 2 

Sg of this Liſt, hich, Aicorealitha, 


ons; deſigned by.the Senator, the, rejaiged. 
at Mk deliverance. ..;T, he Righes ha bad hexpy | 5 
ed upon thoſe who were attached to re- 

doubled their Hatred. 7 . — 2 
placed at Rome for the. Sequrity s Perſon, 
kad LING. Ts their Arms Arms and their Horſes 


bune, 
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taken from them, and were drove away with 
Ignominy. lis Palace was plundered, and 
every ching dat belonged to him taken 
away. 
Pope "ER informed of this Revolution, 
ſent Orders to Cardinal 4 Albornes his Legate at 
Rome, to re-eſtabliſh „ » by chuſing a 
Senator to rule within, and a General to com- 
mand without. After this Era, the Authority, 
which the Popes recovered in Itah by the Ex- 
ploits of d' Albornos, who had retaken moſt of 
the Places taken from the Territories of the 
Church, was highly inſtrumental.in preſervin 
the Romans dutiful, until the- Arrival of Urban W 
who kept his Sec at Name, the thirteenth Year 
after the Death of Rienzi- 
As to the Memory of Riewss, it became dear 
to the Romans in a very ſhort Time. Indigna- . 
tion and Rage ſoon gave Place to Senfiments 
more humane and | favourable. His' Death 
waſhed: away the Spots of his Crimes and Ex- 
ceſſes : They remembered only his Virtues and 
renowned Actions. He was « long Time re- 
gretted. The eotemporary: Author ( Fortioficca) 
from whom moſt of the Circumſtances of this 
Hiſtory were taken, affirms that it was his Head 
only, thatcou'd: my” oh: the Romans their Hap- 
pineſs and their Liberty. His Name many 
Years after this he Tragedy was held in the 
ft Eſteem and Veneration, While the 
Names of Locciols Pellicciare his Betrayer, and 
aun. de * his __ were deteſied, 
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